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COATZACOALCOS: At least 25 people were killed and 11
badly wounded when gunmen burst into a strip club in
eastern Mexico, doused it with gasoline and ignited a rag-
ing fire, officials said yesterday. President Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador condemned Tuesday night’s “shameful”
attack in the city of Coatzacoalcos, and said federal
authorities would investigate evidence that it may have
stemmed from collusion between the state prosecutor’s
office and organized crime. The attack is the latest to rock
the state of Veracruz, a flashpoint in bloody turf wars
between Mexico’s rival drug cartels and a hotbed of politi-
cal corruption.

Survivors said gunmen descended on the bar, the
Caballo Blanco (White Horse), in a hail of bullets, blocked
the entrances and set the club alight. But because of the
loud reggaeton music pounding inside, many patrons and
dancers did not even notice the attack until the entire bar
was in flames, they said. “They arrived in several vehicles,
with rifles and pistols. They threatened the security guards
at the door and took control of the main entrance,” one
survivor told an AFP reporter, speaking on condition of
anonymity, as frantic family members rushed to the bar
looking for their loved ones.

Veracruz Governor Cuitlahuac Garcia tweeted that
authorities had identified one of the attackers as Ricardo
“N”-Mexican law bars the release of suspects’ full names-
adding that he was a repeat offender known as “La Loca”
(“The Crazy One”). The suspect was previously arrested
last month, but was released by prosecutors within 48
hours, Garcia said, vowing that “this vile crime... will not go
unpunished.” President Lopez Obrador said federal
authorities would investigate why the suspect had been
released, and whether there was a conspiracy between the
state prosecutor’s office and organized crime.

“There’s a problem there that needs to be investigated
regarding the actions of the Veracruz prosecutor’s office,”

he told a press conference. “There are two things going on
here: one is this shameful act by organized crime, the most
inhuman thing possible; the other, which is also reprehen-
sible, is a possible conspiracy with the authorities.” “We
have to categorically separate organized crime from the
government,” added Lopez Obrador, a leftist elected last
year on a stern anti-corruption platform.

Attackers blocked exits 
Veracruz is one of the most violent states in the coun-

try. Its strategic location on the coast of the Gulf of
Mexico makes it a popular route for drug cartels and for
human traffickers bringing undocumented migrants to the
United States.

Bloody battles between warring cartels and gangs fre-
quently erupt in the state. Coatzacoalcos has been among
the cities hardest hit by the violence. The White Horse was
one of the last nightclubs in the once-booming port city of
235,000 people, which has fallen on hard times along with
Mexico’s oil industry, of which it was a hub. Survivors said
the bar was bustling when the gunmen burst in. The
attackers blocked the emergency exits, and many of the
victims died of smoke inhalation, authorities said.

The interior of the bar was wrecked and charred, with
chairs overturned and debris littering the floor. The naked
body of a woman who had been mid-routine was sprawled
on the dance floor next to the striptease poles. Outside,
anguished relatives cried and embraced as they waited for
news, while soldiers, police and paramedics worked the
scene. “I just want to know if he’s OK,” said a mother look-
ing for her son, who was a cleaner at the bar, after search-
ing for him in vain at local hospitals. “Have you seen my
daughter? She was a dancer,” said another.

Hit squads, corruption
Mexico has been hit by a wave of violence since

declaring war on drugs and deploying the army to fight its
powerful cartels in 2006. Since then, more than 250,000
people have been murdered, including a record 33,753 last
year. The situation in Veracruz has been particularly grim.
Jailed ex-governor Javier Duarte (2010-2016) is accused

of presiding over a rash of corruption and human-rights
abuses. Two former state police chiefs and a string of ex-
officials have been charged with running hit squads that
abducted and presumably killed unwanted individuals dur-
ing Duarte’s administration. — AFP 
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Honduras eyes Jerusalem ‘office’ 

MEXICO CITY: Honduran President Juan Orlando
Hernandez will travel to Jerusalem to inaugurate a
“diplomatic office” in the city on Sept 1, the Honduran
government said in a statement on Tuesday. The office
represents an extension of Honduras’s embassy in the
country, the Honduran government said. Hernandez
said in March that he would open a trade office in
Jerusalem. It was not immediately clear how the diplo-
matic office would be related to a trade office. The
Honduran president’s office and foreign ministry did
not immediately respond to requests for comment.
Hernandez has in recent months signaled that his gov-
ernment is mulling moving the Honduran embassy to
Jerusalem. His comments follow the formal recognition
by US President Donald Trump of Jerusalem as the
Israeli  capital . Last May, Trump moved the US
embassy to the disputed city. — Reuters

Gambia’s Jawara dies at 95 

BANJUL: Dawda Jawara, the first president of The
Gambia following independence from Britain, died yes-
terday at the age of 95, officials said. Current President
Adama Barrow, in online comments, described Jawara’s
death as “a great loss to the country in particular and
humanity in general”. Fisheries Minister James Gomez
said that “the former head of State Sir Dawda Jawara
died this afternoon. Flags would fly at half mast” and the
body will lie in state for mourners to pay their respects.
Jawara, a Glasgow-trained veterinary doctor, led the
former British Colony to Independence on 18th
February 1965 until July 1994 when his reign was
brought to an end by a bloodless military coup led by
Yahya Jammeh, who went on to rule the tiny West
African state for 22 years. The Gambian presidency, in a
statement on Twitter announced that a state funeral
would be held today. — AFP 

Air raids hit near Turkish post

BEIRUT: Air raids hit near a Turkish military post in
northwest Syria yesterday, a war monitor said, after
Ankara vowed to take necessary steps to protect its
troops deployed across the border. The Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights said warplanes fired at
areas surrounding a Turkish observation post in Sheir
Maghar, located in the jihadist-run Idlib region. The
Britain-based monitor said it was not clear if the air-
craft belonged to Russia or the Syrian regime, both of
which have pounded Idlib with heavy air strikes since
late April. Turkey’s state-run Anadolu news agency
said that the post itself was not hit. The raids near
Sheir Maghar came after Syrian government forces
surrounded another Turkish observation post in the
nearby town of Morek last week, according to the
Observatory, which relies on sources inside Syria for
its information. — AFP 

Morales thanks G7 for ‘tiny’ aid 

LA PAZ: Bolivia’s leftist President Evo Morales gave a
half-hearted welcome Tuesday to a G7 pledge of $20
million to fight the Amazon wildfires, describing it as
“tiny.” An underwhelmed Morales said the aid from
the most industrialized countries was part of the
world’s “obligation” to preserve the Amazon rainfor-
est. “I welcome that small, small, tiny contribution of
$20 million from the G7 - that is not help, it is part of
a shared co-responsibility, as all peoples have the
obligation to preserve the ecosystem,” Morales told
Bolivia’s Radio Panamericana. The richest nations
“should contribute a lot, and not only when there are
fires,” the president said, adding that he hoped the aid
would arrive as quickly as possible. Bolivia is one of
nine South American countries to share the Amazon
rainforest.  While fires in Brazil have captured the
world’s attention, Bolivia has been fighting its own
blazes that Morales said had destroyed 1.2 million
hectares since May. — AFP 

Let it burn: US fights 
wildfires with fire, 
backed by Trump
COYOTE: It was the kind of fire that has terrified com-
munities across the drought-ridden US West in the past
few years: a ponderosa pine forest ablaze in the moun-
tains of New Mexico filling the air with thick, aromatic
smoke. Except this fire was deliberately set by state
penitentiary prisoners, dressed in red flame-resistant
clothing and dripping a mix of gasoline and diesel
around trees and scrub.

The managed burn - a low-intensity controlled fire -
was meant to clear undergrowth and protect the Santa Fe
National Forest, and surrounding villages, from future
wildfires that are growing more frequent and severe across
the West with climate change. After a century of trying to
extinguish blazes within hours, US forest managers are
increasingly starting them or letting natural fires burn to
clean out fuel that can turn a wildfire into a catastrophe
that destroys watersheds and homes.

Above-average moisture levels this summer have
reduced the number of large wildfires across the coun-
try and allowed more controlled fires that mimic light-
ning strikes. “We learned from our mistakes of putting
fires out, building up a continuous fuel base,” said James
Casaus, the US Forest Service (USFS) official running
the managed fire near mountains where his grandfather
used to burn forest clearings to improve sheep pasture.

The federal shift took on new urgency after wildfires
burned over 10 million acres in both 2015 and 2017, the
highest rates since 1952, according to National
Interagency Fire Center data. At the same time, federal
and state firefighting costs more than tripled to more
than $4.5 billion in the decade to 2018. The tipping
point came last year when flames engulfed Paradise,
California, killing 86 people in the state’s deadliest wild-
fire on record as the number of homes and structures
destroyed nationwide more than doubled from 2017.

Walking around the ruins of Paradise, President
Donald Trump blamed the tragedy on California’s poor
forest management, even though the blaze began in an
area of federal forest. In December, he signed an exec-
utive order to speed projects to reduce “hazardous
fuels” through forest thinning, burning and a nearly
20% increase in USFS timber sales. Environmentalists
generally welcomed the shift towards “forest restora-
tion”, but were alarmed by Trump’s tactics, especially
increased logging. The USFS, distrusted by some envi-
ronmentalists for its role as a giant timber agency dur-
ing much of its history, in June proposed a change to
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to
exclude certain projects from environmental assess-
ments (EAs) and public comment to speed hazardous
fuel and restoration work. — Reuters

Facebook tightens 
political advert rules
ahead of US election
WASHINGTON: Facebook Inc is tightening its political ad
rules in the United States, it said yesterday, requiring new
disclosures for its site and photo-sharing platform
Instagram ahead of the US presidential election in
November 2020. The social media giant is introducing a
“confirmed organization” label for US political advertisers
who show government-issued credentials to demonstrate
their legitimacy. All advertisers running ads on politics or
social issues will also have to post their contact informa-
tion, even if they are not seeking the official label.

Advertisers must comply by mid-October or risk having
their ads cut off. Under scrutiny from regulators since
Russia used social media platforms to meddle in the 2016
US presidential election, Facebook has been rolling out ad
transparency tools country by country since last year.
Since May 2018, Facebook has required political advertis-
ers in the United States to put a “paid for by” disclaimer
on their ads. But the company said some had used mis-

leading disclaimers or tried to register as organizations
which did not exist.

“In 2018 we did see evidence of misuse in these dis-
claimers and so this is our effort to strengthen the
process,” said Sarah Schiff, product manager at Facebook.

Last year, Vice News journalists managed to place ads on
behalf of figures and groups including US Vice President
Mike Pence and “Islamic State.” Just last week, Facebook
banned conservative news outlet The Epoch Times from
advertising on the platform after it used different pages to
push pro-Trump ads. Paid Facebook ads have become a
major tool for political campaigns and other organizations
to target voters.

President Donald Trump’s re-election campaign has
spent about $9.6 million this year on ads on the site,
making him the top spender among 2020 candidates,
according to Bully Pulpit Interactive, a Democratic firm
that tracks digital ad spending. Last year, Facebook
began requiring political advertisers to submit a US
mailing address and identity document. Under the new
rules, they will also have to supply a phone number,
business email and website.

To get a “confirmed organization” label, advertisers
must submit a Federal Election Commission ID number,
tax-registered organization ID number, or government
website domain matching an official email. Facebook has
continuously revamped its policies around political
advertising, which differ by country. In 2018, it launched
an online library of political ads, although the database
has been criticized by researchers for being poorly
maintained and failing to provide useful ad targeting
information. — Reuters

Photo shows the logo of the US online social media and
social networking service, Facebook. Facebook said it
would tighten its rules for political ad spending ahead of
the 2020 US elections, notably by requiring more informa-
tion about who is paying for campaign messages. — AFP 

What is Queen’s 
Speech; why has 
PM called one?
LONDON: British Prime Minister Boris Johnson is calling
a Queen’s Speech for Oct 14, a move his opponents say is
an attempt to limit opposition to Brexit weeks before the
country is due to leave the European Union. Johnson
rejected the criticism as “completely untrue”, saying the
Queen’s Speech would give him the chance to set out his
domestic program while allowing ample time for discus-
sion of Brexit in parliament.

What is a Queen’s speech?
It is used by the government to lay out plans for the

coming year. It typically lists the main priorities and legis-
lation the government aims to pass. Queen Elizabeth reads
the speech, written by the government. It is the highlight of
a day of elaborate ceremony, known as the state opening
of parliament, which marks the beginning of a new parlia-
mentary session.

Is PM doing anything unusual?
On the surface, no. Typically, a Queen’s Speech is held

every year. Johnson is a new prime minister, who took over
from Theresa May in July, and so would be expected to
have his own legislative priorities. Because of the volume of
legislation that was anticipated ahead of Brexit, the current
parliamentary session has lasted more than two years. The
last Queen’s Speech was in 2017. The government says a

new program is overdue. Parliament is normally suspended
for a few days ahead of a Queen’s Speech. In recent years
this suspension has lasted for between five and 20 days.

Why are people so angry?
Because of the timing. Britain is weeks away from mak-

ing its most important strategic decision in decades over
how, and even whether, it leaves the EU. The decision to
hold the Queen’s Speech on Oct 14 shaves several days off
an already small number of parliamentary sittings before
Oct 31 - the Brexit deadline. Johnson says he wants to
leave the EU with an exit deal to smooth the transition, but
if he can’t get one, he’ll leave anyway. A narrow majority of
lawmakers have shown they do not want a no-deal exit
and are hoping to use parliamentary procedures to stop
Johnson and force him to request extra time from the EU.

What happens next?
Parliament returns from its summer break on Sept 3 and

sits for at least a week. The government has said it will
begin procedures to start the suspension on Sept 9. The
last sitting day before the Queen’s Speech is expected to
be shortly after that, but has not yet been confirmed. This
gives those opposed to a no-deal Brexit just a few days to
get their plans in motion. On Oct 14 the Queen will formal-
ly re-open parliament and deliver the speech. This will be
followed by a debate lasting several days on the contents
of the speech and culminating in votes on Oct 21 and Oct
22. Winning these votes will be a crucial test of Johnson’s
ability to govern. However, if he loses and his government
is subsequently toppled by a vote of no confidence, he
would have scope to delay his resignation and a new elec-
tion until after Oct 31. Between the speech being delivered
and the votes upon it, Johnson will travel to Brussels in
search of a last-minute, renegotiated exit deal.  — Reuters

LONDON: A demonstrator, wearing a mask depicting Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson, and a mock gravestone inscribed with
the words ‘RIP British Democracy’ protests outside the gates to Downing Street in central London yesterday. — AFP 

COATZACOALCOS: Mexican soldiers stand guard outside a bar where 23 people were killed by a fire in
Coatzacoalcos, Veracruz yesterday. — AFP 


