
NEW YORK: Kuwait affirmed refusal to any solution for
the Israeli-Arab conflict that does not involve ending the
Israeli occupation of the Palestinian and Arab lands since
1967. The remarks were made by Kuwait’s permanent
ambassador to the United Nations (UN) Mansour Al-
Otaibi during the United Nations Security Council’s
(UNSC) session on the situation in the Middle East late
Tuesday. Otaibi noted that almost 25 years had passed
since the Oslo Accord was signed, but no progress was
seen in implementing the agreement, as Israel continues
attacking Palestinians and expanding settlements. Israel is
still violating the international law by building illegal set-
tlements in the occupied Palestinian territories, including
East Jerusalem, forced displace-
ment of Palestinian citizens,
arresting Palestinians and
destroying buildings, he said.

The situation got worse in
Palestine after the US
announced recognizing
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and
moving embassies to the city,
Otaibi said. He added that such
actions and violations led the
Palestinian government to stop
exerting efforts to achieve
peace with Israel. Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti diplomat
affirmed that it is the UNSC’s responsibility to meet the
needs and ambitions of the Palestinian people and protect
civilians against Israeli violence. Moreover, he called on
the international community to support the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
in the Near East (UNRWA) to allow the organization to
continue providing education, health and social services
to Palestinian refugees.

Despite the escalating tension, the Arab states still look
forward to reach a peaceful solution to the Palestinian-

Israeli conflict. This includes recognizing Palestine as an
independent state, protect the Palestinian right of return,
grant Palestinians the right to decide their own fate and
compensating Palestinian refugees, in accordance with
article number 194 of the UN General Assembly.

Criminal act
Separately, Kuwait has renewed its condemnation of

terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, whatever its
motives, as it is a criminal act that is not justified and
should not be linked to any religion, nationality, civilization
or ethnic group. This came in a speech last night by
Kuwait at the Security Council session on threats to inter-

national peace and security
caused by terrorist acts, which
was delivered by Ambassador
Otaibi. “The fight against ter-
rorism calls for mobilizing all
international efforts to confront
this criminal scourge by taking
measures to ensure respect for
human rights, the rule of law
and good governance,” he said.
He pointed out that despite the
victories achieved by the inter-
national community against the

terrorist organizations, especially against the so-called
Islamic State or Daesh and the military defeat suffered by
the organization in Syria with the fall of the city of Baghuz
in the province of Deir Ezzor in March, but the Islamic
State was not fully eliminated.

Otaibi added that the so-called Islamic State operates
and grows secretly in Iraq, Syria and other regions
around the world by developing its methods, whether in
terrorist operations, financing such operations or recruit-
ing individuals according to the available resources. He
noted the report of the Secretary-General, which indicat-

ed that the so-called IS is still able to send money to car-
ry out its acts of sabotage in ways that are difficult to
detect by the authorities in light of the wealth they con-
trol, which amounts to about $300 million. The war
against IS in Iraq and Syria has left many humanitarian
and security threats and challenges, for example, the phe-
nomenon of foreign terrorist fighters, returnees, migrants
and their families, he said.

Radical ideologies
Prisons were an incubator that contributed to the nur-

turing and dissemination of radical ideologies among
inmates suffering from poverty, marginalization and dis-
crimination, which required further cooperation and com-

munication among Member States and with the support
of relevant United Nations entities in further strengthen-
ing the rehabilitation and social reintegration efforts of
prisoners, including convicts and those convicted of
crimes of terrorism.

Otaibi pointed out that Kuwait has established a reha-
bilitation center specialized in providing guidance and
reform for all those affected by thought outside the scope
of sound thought, where members of the Center go
through a program aimed at qualifying everyone with
extremist ideology. Otaibi pointed out that preventing and
combating the financing of terrorism is also one of the
most prominent challenges facing countries in their efforts
to combat the threat of terrorism. — KUNA
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Ending Israeli occupation of Palestinian
lands only acceptable solution: Kuwait

Israel continues attacking Palestinians, expanding settlements: Kuwait’s envoy

KAFR QADDUM: An Israeli soldier detains a Palestinian child during clashes following a weekly protest
against the expropriation of Palestinian land by Israel, in the village of Kafr Qaddum, in the Israeli-occupied
West Bank on August 23, 2019. — AFP

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
received a phone call yesterday from
Foreign Minister of Pakistan Shah
Mehmood Qureshi. The two sides dis-
cussed the latest regional and interna-
tional developments. 

Meanwhile, Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign

Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah met yester-
day with Libya’s Charge D’Affairs Ali
Ahmad Al-Alous. During the encounter,
they discussed Kuwaiti-Libyan relations
and the latest regional and international
developments. The meeting was attend-
ed by Assistant Foreign Minister for the
Deputy Foreign Minister’s Office
Ambassador Ayham Al-Omar. — KUNA

Kuwaiti FM receives call from
Pakistani counterpart

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah meets with Libya’s
Charge D’Affairs Ali Ahmad Al-Alous. — KUNA

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem received yesterday
Kuwaiti Ambassador to the Netherlands Abdulrahman Al-Otaibi. — KUNA

OIC chief hails
Amir over
regional,
int’l efforts
JEDDAH: Secretary-General of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) Yusef Al-Othaimeen yesterday
commended the regional and interna-
tional efforts of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. “Comprehensive development
witnessed by Kuwait under His Highness
the Amir is a source of pride,” Othaimeen
said. The OIC chief also spoke highly of
Kuwait’s effective involvement in all pro-

grams spearheaded by the largest
Muslim bloc, in addition to its essential
part in various causes. Othaimeen, fur-
ther, congratulated His Highness the
Amir, government and people of Kuwait
on Sheikh Sabah’s recovery from a
recent health problem, wishing him well
and Kuwait and its people perpetual
security and stability. —KUNA

Yusef Al-Othaimeen


