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LEEDS: Ben Stokes was the hero yet again as his incredi-
ble unbeaten century saw England to a thrilling one-wick-
et win in the third Ashes Test at Headingley yesterday.
England — all out for a woeful 67 in their first innings —
were 286-9, still needing 73 more runs to reach a victory
target of 359 when bespectacled No 11 Jack Leach walked
out to bat to join Stokes at the crease.

Leach, however, held firm with World Cup final winning
batting star Stokes’s astonishing 135 not out seeing
England complete their highest successful fourth innings
chase as they squared the five-match series at 1-1.

“There’s nothing like being out there in the end and
getting your team over the line. I didn’t get nervous till we
needed single figures, I didn’t know what to do then,”
admitted Stokes.

Australia, who would have retained the Ashes had they
won, missed a clear chance to run Leach out when Nathan
Lyon failed to gather a throw and then paid dearly for
squandering a review.  

All-rounder Stokes eventually flayed fast bowler Pat
Cummins for four to seal a famous victory arguably even
more improbable than England’s celebrated 1981 Ashes
Test success at Headingley when they won after following-
on. This was only the fourth time a team had made more
than 300 to win in the fourth innings of a Test at
Headingley. “It was a very special feeling. Stokesy was
unbelievable. It was like nothing I’ve ever seen before. And
the crowd was insane,” admitted Leach.

Australia captain Tim Paine said: “It’s hard to take, los-
ing that from that position but you tip your hat sometimes.
“Ben Stokes played an unbelievable innings and in the end
he was too good for us.”

As Leach looked on, all-rounder Stokes went into one-
day mode by driving off-spinner Lyon for two straight six-
es and then produced a stunning reverse against him that
sailed high over deep point.

Stokes’s extravagant scooped six off Cummins reduced
the target to 40. Despite Australia captain Tim Paine hav-

ing scattered all his fielders to the boundary, Stokes pulled
Josh Hazlewood for four to complete a remarkable 199
ball-century — his second in a row after his 115 not out in
the drawn second Test at Lord’s — featuring eight fours
and five sixes. 

Stokes then hoisted the next two balls for six. He rode
his luck when a sliced two off Cummins was dropped by a
diving Marcus Harris at third man. Stokes, however, com-
mandingly pulled and drove Cummins’s next two balls for
four to leave England just nine runs shy of victory.

But a single left Leach on strike with two balls left in the
over. The first of those sailed over Leach’s head and the
next saw Australia waste a review for a ball that pitched
outside leg stump. England now needed eight — or two
boundaries — as Stokes faced Leach.

The third ball of the over saw Stokes drive Lyon for a
six that just cleared Marnus Labuschagne at long-on and
England needed two to win.  A colossal mix-up between
Stokes and Leach should have seen the No 11 run out but
Lyon fumbled the return.

Lyon then had an lbw appeal against Stokes turned
down by umpire Joel Wilson only for replays to suggest it
would have been out. But Australia had used up all their
reviews. England still needed two to win but Leach, who
made a career best 92 as nightwatchman in a recent Test
win over Ireland, was on strike to Cummins.

Leach though managed a single that tied the scores as
he got off the mark after 59 minutes at the crease. And
Stokes then cut Cummins for a boundary to seal an
astounding triumph.

The left-handed batsman faced 219 balls in total, with 11
fours and eight sixes in a superbly paced five-and-a-half
hour inninngs. It seemed England’s chances had evaporat-
ed when they lost three wickets for just 16 runs after lunch
to be reeling at 261-7.

England had yet to add to their overnight score of 156-
3 when Stokes missed a pull off a Hazlewood bouncer
that smashed into his helmet, with the stem guard pro-

tecting his neck flying off at the back. But he was cleared
to bat on and when captain Joe Root was out for 77
after adding just two to his overnight score Stokes, ably

assisted by Jonny Bairstow (36) counter-attacked, with
England scoring 60 runs in eight overs after Australia
took the new ball. — AFP

Stokes’s stunning century sees England 
to one-wicket win in Ashes thriller

Stokes flayed fast bowler Pat Cummins for four to seal a famous victory

Is Kyrgios running out 
of time to mature?
PERTH: Two weeks after receiving a record six-figure
fine for his latest on-court meltdown, Nick Kygrios
returns to the US Open with questions swirling over
whether the mercurial Australian will ever mature in
time to fulfil his vast potential.

Kyrgios, the 28th seed who will play American Steve
Johnson in the first round on Tuesday, arrives in New
York on the back of a second round loss at the
Cincinnati Masters where he again made headlines for
all the wrong reasons.

He was fined $113,000 there after verbally abusing
chair umpire Fergus Murphy and smashing two rackets.
The antics came just two weeks after he had tamed his
wild ways to win the Citi Open in Washington DC, for
his sixth career title.

“I’ve just been working really hard, on and off the
court, to try and be better as a person and as a tennis
player,” he said at the time. The good behaviour on dis-
play that week did not last long, leaving pundits and
former players wondering whether the 24-year-old will
ever embrace the change necessary to take his game to
the next level.

“He has moments where he puts it together but even
those moments are fraught with seconds or minutes of
something happening that can completely set him off,”
former world number five Jimmy Arias, the director of
tennis at the IMG Academy in Bradenton, Florida, told
Reuters in an interview.

“I’m not Australian and it drives me crazy because you
see how good he is. He would be a guy who could be
number one in the world if he had anything upstairs.
“Even if he had half of (Rafa) Nadal’s fight he would be
top four in the world.” While prone to losing to modest
opponents, Kyrgios often produces his best tennis when
up against one of the ‘Big Three’ of Novak Djokovic,
Roger Federer and Nadal. He has a combined 6-9 head-
to-head record against them — 2-0 against Djokovic, 3-
4 against Nadal and 1-5 against Federer.

“He can compete hard against (the Big Three)
because there’s no blow to his ego to lose,” said
American Arias. “But if he is playing someone ranked a
little lower, and he’s obviously trying his hardest and
he’s losing or he possibly could lose, then he just goes in
the tank and he’s got that excuse for his ego.

“He’s created a defence mechanism in his brain that
he has to change and that’s going to take work and I’m
not too sure he’s willing to do that work and I don’t
know it’s that important to him in the end. “The thing
with today’s players, he can try hard two for three
weeks a year and still make a million dollars a year or
something.”

Former world number one Andy Roddick said he
would be happy to have a career mulligan if he could be
blessed with Kyrgios’s gifts. “His talent is unbelievable,”
the 2003 US Open champion told Reuters. “I would go
back and play my career with his game in a heartbeat.

“We need there to be kind of a transcendent star.
Like him or hate him, you watch him. I think for the
good of the game (and) I’d like to see him deliver on his
promise. “I don’t want him to be totally different from
the way he is because the reason we’re talking about
him is because you can’t take your eyes off him when
he’s on the court.” — Reuters

LEEDS: England’s Ben Stokes celebrates hitting the winning runs on the fourth day of the third Ashes cricket Test match
between England and Australia at Headingley in Leeds, northern England, yesterday. Ben Stokes hit a stunning unbeaten
century as England defeated Australia by one wicket. — AFP

Neymar excluded
from PSG’s
Toulouse clash 
PARIS: Neymar was left out of Paris Saint-
Germain’s third consecutive Ligue 1 match yester-
day as his employers await a resolution to the
Brazilian’s protracted transfer saga.

Neymar was declared fit to play for the first time
since injuring his ankle in May by PSG coach
Thomas Tuchel on the eve of Toulouse’s visit to the
Parc des Princes.

But the club’s Qatari owners and sporting direc-
tor Leonardo have sidelined him as the uncertainty
over his future continues to dominate their early
season landscape.

In the squad list published ahead of the 1900
GMT kick-off Neymar was marked down as
“absent”.

The 27-year-old wants a return to Spain, to his
former club Barca who sold him to the French
champions for a world record 222 million euros
($264 million at the time) in 2017.

Or to Real Madrid, who reportedly had a 100
million euros bid plus players rejected this week.

Tuchel when quizzed about his wantaway for-
ward on Saturday told reporters: “He can play
(against Toulouse) if the situation between him and
the club is clear.... Today it’s not clear, perhaps
tomorrow it will be”.

Pressed, the German added Neymar was “ready
to play” but the final decision rested with the club’s
sporting director.

“Perhaps you have to speak to Leonardo,” he
suggested. “Neymar’s had a good week (training)
with all the squad, a week with a lot of work and
intensity.”

The European transfer window closes on
September 2. Whether Neymar figures in PSG’s
fourth league outing next Friday at Metz could be
up to the negotiators. — AFP

Watling, De
Grandhomme 
put NZ ahead 
in second Test
COLOMBO: Contrasting half-centuries
from B.J. Watling and Colin de
Grandhomme helped New Zealand lead by
138 runs in their first innings against Sri
Lanka on day four of the rain-hit second
Test yesterday.

Only 48 of the scheduled 98 overs were
possible as New Zealand reached 382 for
five at stumps. The tourists resumed the
day on 196-4.  The first session was
washed out by  rain and a wet outfield at
Colombo’s P. Sara Oval.

De Grandhomme scored 83 in an
unbeaten 113-run stand for the sixth wicket
with Watling, who finished the day on 81.
Watling also played the supporting role in
an earlier partnership of 143 with Tom
Latham, who hit 154.

Off-spinner Dilruwan Perera broke the
marathon stand after trapping Latham leg
before on a delivery that pitched and hur-
ried on to the batsman’s pad. Latham, who
started the day on 111, registered his fifth
150-plus score in Tests. His career-best

264 not out also came against Sri Lanka in
Wellington last year.

No. 7 De Grandhomme attacked hitting
the home bowlers around the ground,
smashing five fours and five sixes. Watling,
who started the day on 25, played a patient
knock during his 208-ball stay.

Sri Lanka were without captain and
opening batsman Dimuth Karunaratne,
who strained a muscle of his left leg and
will be unable to bat until the fall of the
fifth wicket, and wicketkeeper Niroshan
Dickwella. Angelo Mathews is the stand-
in-captain and substitute Dinesh
Chandimal is keeping wicket in the
absence of Dickwella, who sustained a cut
on the little finger of his left-hand on day
three. 

Sri Lanka, who lead the two-match
series 1-0, made 244 after electing to bat
first in a match that has witnessed numer-
ous rain interruptions. The Kane
Williamson-led New Zealand will be look-
ing to bat only once and then let their pace
duo of Tim Southee and Trent Boult have a
crack at the Sri Lankan batsmen in a bid to
square the series.

Play will get under way at 9:45 am
(0415 GMT) today, the final day of the
match, weather permitting. Latham said he
was waiting to see the weather conditions
before deciding what score to declare on.

“The way Colin came out and played in
that last session was outstanding for us. To
put us in a position is really good,” he told

reporters. “Hopefully we can put some runs
on the board and bowl at some stage and
put Sri Lanka under pressure.”

It was Latham’s fourth hundred against
Sri Lanka and one of the hallmarks  was the
confidence with which he played the spin-
ners. “It’s just that having different options
to different bowlers. They are different to
each other and it is important to have dif-

ferent options,” he said. “Stick to low per-
centage of shots for certain bowlers and
use the feet and play the sweep shot often.
Just managed to do that. “Playing in New
Zealand is complete different. Little bit
more down the ground and in these condi-
tions playing square of the wicket is good.”
Sri Lanka have lost five of their last seven
Test matches at The Oval. — AFP

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA: An unbroken century stand
between Virat Kohli and Ajinkya Rahane put India in a
dominant position at 185 for three in their second innings,
an overall lead of 260 runs, at stumps on the third day of
the first Test against the West Indies at the Sir Vivian
Richards Stadium in Antigua on Saturday.

Having dismissed the home side for 222 in the morning
period to take a lead of 75, captain Kohli and vice-captain
Rahane defied the best efforts of their persevering oppo-
nents on an energy-sapping afternoon in putting on 104 for
the fourth wicket.

Rahane, who top-scored with 81 in his team’s first
innings total of 297, will resume on the fourth morning on
53 alongside Kohli on 51, the Indian captain displaying
exaggerated care through his innings which featured just
two boundaries against a disciplined but luckless attack.

Kemar Roach was the most unfortunate of the West
Indies bowlers as Rahane was dropped at extra-cover ear-
ly in his innings and then, within sight of 50, captain Jason
Holder declined to review a not out verdict to an lbw
appeal against the same batsman when television replays
showed the decision would have been overturned in the
Caribbean side’s favour.

Rahane had joined Kohli at 81 for three after Roach
produced a superb delivery to breach the defence of
Cheteshwar Pujara. Pujara started brightly in getting to 25
but the pacer claimed him for the second time in the
match. 

Whereas in the first innings he edged to the wicket-
keeper, this time he was bowled between bat and pad to
give the fast bowler his fifth wicket of the match. Roston
Chase’s off-spin had earlier accounted for both openers
with Mayank Agarwal adjudged leg-before attempting to
sweep while K.L. Rahul was bowled round his legs trying a
similar shot.

India  had spent  most  of  the  morning sess ion
labouring to claim the final two wickets of the home
side’s first innings as Holder found sturdy support
from Miguel Cummins in putting on 41 for the ninth
wicket. Having slipped from 174 for five to 179 for
eight late on day two courtesy of the persistent
Ishant Sharma, Kohli and company would have been
expecting to finish the job swiftly at the start of play.
However  they d id  not  count  on  the  def iance  of
Cummins, who hung around with Holder for an hour-

and-a-half without getting off the mark.
When the partnership was finally broken — Holder

caught behind off Mohammed Shami for 39 — Cummins
saw last man Shannon Gabriel pick up two singles immedi-
ately. Attempting to get his first runs though, the fast-
medium bowler, who bats left-handed, was bowled having
a swing at Ravindra Jadeja to give the left-arm spinner his
second wicket of the innings.

In facing 45 deliveries for his defiant duck, and spend-
ing 95 minutes in the middle without getting off the mark,
Cummins goes into the record books for the second
longest innings in Test cricket for someone being dis-
missed without scoring. That dubious record is still held
by New Zealander Geoff Allott, who survived for 101
minutes before falling for nought against South Africa in
Auckland in 1999. — AFP

COLOMBO: New Zealand’s cricketer BJ Watling (R) is watched by Sri Lankan wicketkeeper Dinesh
Chandimal as he plays a shot during the fourth day of the final cricket Test match between Sri
Lanka and New Zealand at P. Sara Oval cricket stadium in Colombo yesterday. — AFP

Kohli, Rahane stretch India lead 
as Cummins crawls to 95-minute duck

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE

Internazionale Milano v US Lecce 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 4

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA: Ajinkya Rahane (R) of India hits 4 as
Shai Hope (L) of West Indies jump during day 3 of the 1st Test
between West Indies and India at Vivian Richards Cricket
Stadium in North Sound, Antigua and Barbuda. — AFP


