
Monday, August 26, 2019N e w s

Established 1961 24

Continued from Page 1

Israel carried out Saturday’s attack, Conricus said,
after learning that another attempt to launch drones
was imminent.

In Tehran, a senior Revolutionary Guards command-
er denied that Iranian targets had been hit in the Israeli
air strikes in Syria, the semi-official ILNA news agency
reported. Israel deems Lebanon’s heavily armed Shiite
Hezbollah movement, backed by Iran, the biggest threat
across its border. In their 2006 war nearly 1,200 peo-
ple, mostly civilians, died in Lebanon and 158 people
died in Israel, mostly soldiers. Lebanon has complained
to the United Nations about Israeli planes regularly
violating its airspace in recent years. 

Residents in Dahiyeh said they heard the sound of a
blast. A witness said the army closed off the streets
where a fire had started. A Hezbollah spokesman told
Lebanon’s state news agency NNA the second drone
was rigged with explosives causing serious damage to
the media center. Hezbollah is now examining the first
drone, he said. The Lebanese army said that one Israeli
drone fell and another exploded at 02:30 am local time
(2330 GMT), causing only material damage. “The army
arrived immediately and cordoned off the area where
the two drones fell,” it said.

Israel has grown alarmed by the rising influence of
its regional foe Iran during the war in neighboring

Syria, where Tehran and Hezbollah provide military
help to Damascus. Israel says its air force has carried
out hundreds of strikes in Syria against what it calls
Iranian targets and arms transfers to Hezbollah. Iran
and Hezbollah are helping President Bashar Al-Assad
in the eight-year-old Syria war. Russia, which is also
aiding Assad, has largely turned a blind eye to the
Israeli air strikes

Syrian state media said air defenses confronted the
“aggression” and the army said most of the Israeli mis-
siles were destroyed. The United States and Iran are at
odds over Tehran’s nuclear program and the Gulf, with
both sides trading accusations over threats to the
strategic waterway’s security. Iran also has wide sway
in Iraq. Iraq’s paramilitary groups on Wednesday
blamed a series of recent blasts at their weapons
depots and bases on the United States and Israel.

The Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF), the group-
ing of Iraq’s mostly Shiite paramilitary groups, many of
which are backed by Iran, said the United States had
allowed four Israeli drones to enter the region accom-
panying US forces and carry out missions on Iraqi ter-
ritory. Netanyahu has hinted of possible Israeli involve-
ment in attacks against Iranian-linked targets in Iraq.

On the Israeli YNet news website, military affairs
commentator Ron Ben-Yishai described the alleged
Iranian killer drone attack plans as revenge by
Tehran for the purported Israeli drone strikes in
Iraq. Amos Yadlin, a former head of Israeli military
intelligence, said neither Iran nor Israel were inter-
ested in all-out war. “We’re not there yet,” he said
on Israel Radio. “But sometimes, someone makes a
mistake.” —  Reuters 
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The French presidency had confirmed his arrival, but
emphasized no talks were planned with the American side.
A French diplomat also suggested - without confirming -
that Trump had been made aware of the arrival during an
impromptu two-hour lunch with Macron on a hotel terrace
on Saturday. “We work with full transparency with the
Americans,” the diplomat told reporters on condition of
anonymity. Also speaking in Biarritz, US Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin said that Trump had in the past
said that if Iran “wants to sit down and negotiate he will
not set preconditions”. Macron held talks with Zarif in
Paris on the eve of the G7 summit and has been leading
efforts to bring Tehran and Washington back to the nego-
tiating table. 

Trump’s policy of applying “maximum pressure” on
Tehran via crippling sanctions has been criticized by
European powers and is seen as raising the risk of conflict
in the Middle East. Macron has urged the US administra-
tion to offer some sort of relief to Iran, such as lifting sanc-
tions on oil sales to China and India, or a new credit line to
enable exports. “To start this approach we need President
Trump to agree with the idea that we need to make a
pause (in the “maximum pressure” policy),” a French
diplomat told reporters last week. This is seen as a first
step to get Iran back to the negotiating table, which could
then lead to a new international agreement to limit its
nuclear program.

Speaking to AFP last week, Zarif said that Macron’s
suggestions were “moving in the right direction, although
we are not definitely there yet”. Last year, Trump unilater-
ally pulled the US out of a landmark deal, of which Zarif

had been a key architect, on the nuclear program reached
in 2015 between Iran, the US, European powers, Russia
and China. 

Trump proclaimed yesterday that the G7 summit was
going “beautifully”, but there was no masking over cracks
between the US president and his allies on many issues.
Leaders of the G7 countries -Britain, Canada, France,
Germany, Italy, Japan and the United States - put on a
united front as they spent a second day in the high-end
French surfing town of Biarritz. Trump arrived in Biarritz
fresh from having drastically upped the ante in the trade
war with China. 

European leaders lined up to press for caution and yes-
terday Trump gave a glimmer of hope that he was recon-
sidering his all-or-nothing approach to the dispute
between the world’s two biggest economies. Asked
whether he was having second thoughts about the trade
war, Trump, in a rare moment of public self-doubt, replied:
“I have second thoughts about everything.” Then in an
extraordinary turnaround, Trump’s spokeswoman
Stephanie Grisham said just hours later that the president
had been misunderstood. He did have regrets, she said, but
not what everyone thought. “He regrets not raising the tar-
iffs higher,” she explained.

At a breakfast meeting, British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson became the latest of the G7 partners to urge
Trump to step back from a trade war that critics fear could
tip the world economy into recession. “Just to register a
faint, sheep-like note of our view on the trade war - we are
in favor of trade peace on the whole,” Johnson told Trump.

The meeting with Johnson, who is sometimes compared
to a British version of the populist, nationalist Trump,
underlined the White House’s dislike for the powerful
European Union. Trump has repeatedly threatened the EU
with trade wars and right before his departure from
Washington he warned that he would slap wine import
tariffs on France if Macron does not retreat on a tax
against US tech giants. —  Agencies 
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semi-automatic assault rifles, high-capacity magazines,
and a gas mask. And last week, police in Long Beach,
California, arrested a man for making a mass shooting threat,
and found at his home several illegal assault rifles, thousands
of rounds of ammunition, and high-capacity magazines.

The arrests brought to light the extent of the threat of
extremist ideology on the right, and its ability to motivate uni-
formly young, white men into acting on their hate. They also,
analysts said, mark a change after US justice authorities have
been accused for years of doing little about domestic terror-
ism, which has now killed more Americans since 2002 than
Islamist extremism. “I think that federal law enforcement
understand that this is at the highest level of concern,” said
Brian Levin, head of the Study for Hate and Extremism at
California State University-San Bernardino. “They are cer-
tainly devoting a decent amount of investigative resources.”

Analysts say President Donald Trump’s refusal to attack
white nationalists and neo-Nazis in the wake of several
shootings and violent incidents had left the FBI reticent about
fully confronting the threat. A NBC-Wall Street Journal poll
conducted earlier this month and released yesterday showed

that 56 percent of those surveyed believe that race relations
in the US have gotten worse since Trump’s election. The FBI
feels held back from opening investigations by Trump’s
refusal to criticize people he considers part of his loyal voter
base, former FBI terrorism supervisor Dave Gomez told The
Washington Post. “It’s a no-win situation for the FBI agent
and his supervisor.”

But the agency has now clearly recognized the priority.
FBI Director Christopher Wray said in July that they have
850 open “domestic terror” investigations and have made
100 arrests so far. The majority of those cases, he said, are
“what you might call white supremacist violence”. But Wray
also stressed that they were targeting crimes rather than an
ideology - a sharply different approach than that for Islamic
State group and Al-Qaeda sympathizers, who can be arrest-
ed for expressing support for outlawed jihadists.

Wray’s predecessor Andrew McCabe said Friday that
the agency is overcoming that wariness, even if it could
mean encroachments on civil liberties. “I think the FBI
appears to be refocusing, and augmenting their efforts on
the domestic terrorist threat,” McCabe told CNN. Now
there is “a much higher degree of sensitivity... to the state-
ments which are now seen as predictors of potentially mass
shootings,” he said. Levin said the arrests also show that,
after the shock of recent mass shootings, the US public is
more attuned to the ideological threat and ready to report
any hints by perpetrators of their radical ideologies. “I think
that has created a familiarity among the public with what
certain warning signs are,” he said. —AFP 
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way for crops or grazing has aggravated the prob-
lem this year. “It gets worse every year - this year, the
smoke has been really serious,” Deliana Amorim, 46,
told AFP in Porto Velho where half a million people live.

At least seven states, including Rondonia, have
requested the army’s help in the Amazon, where more
than 43,000 troops are based and available to combat
fires, officials said. Dozens of firefighters are en route to
Porto Velho to help put out the blazes. Justice Minister
Sergio Moro has also given the green light for the
deployment of security forces to tackle illegal defor-
estation in the region. The fires have triggered a global
outcry and are a major topic of concern at the G7
meeting in Biarritz in southern France.

World leaders at the summit have agreed to help the
countries affected by the fires “as fast as possible”,
French President Emmanuel Macron said yesterday. US
President Donald Trump and British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson had earlier offered their countries’ assis-
tance. Bolivian President Evo Morales said Sunday he
would accept international help to combat wildfires
raging in the country’s southeast as he suspended his

election campaign to deal with the crisis. 
Although about 60 percent of the Amazon is in

Brazil, the vast forest also spreads over parts of eight
other countries or territories: Bolivia, Colombia,
Ecuador, French Guiana, Guyana, Peru, Suriname and
Venezuela. Macron’s remarks come amid an escalating
war of words with his Brazilian counterpart Jair
Bolsonaro, who he has accused of lying over Brazil’s
stance on climate change. Bolsonaro has denounced
what he calls Macron’s “colonialist mentality”.

The fires threaten to torpedo a huge trade agree-
ment between the European Union and South American
countries, including Brazil, that took 20 years to negoti-
ate. EU Council president Donald Tusk told reporters at
the G7 on Saturday that it was hard to imagine
European countries ratifying a trade pact with the
Mercosur bloc as long as Brazil fails to curb the fires
ravaging the Amazon. Pope Francis on Sunday also
voiced concern for the rainforest, which he described
as a “vital” lung for the planet. 

Under intensifying pressure, Bolsonaro on Friday vowed a
“zero tolerance” approach to criminal activities in the
Amazon and promised strong action to control the fires.
Days earlier, he had accused non-government organizations
of igniting the blazes. “There are forest fires all over the
world, and this cannot be used as a pretext for possible inter-
national sanctions,” Bolsonaro said. The latest official figures
show 79,513 forest fires have been recorded in Brazil this
year, the highest number of any year since 2013.  — AFP
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GAZA: Qatar’s envoy to Gaza says the Gulf
emirate’s hundreds of millions of dollars in aid
to the Palestinian enclave and its contacts with
both Hamas and Israel are helping prevent
another catastrophic war. Speaking in an
interview with AFP in Gaza City, Mohammed
Al-Emadi said a new payment of $10 million
was expected to be distributed yesterday to
100,000 poor families in Gaza, which is run
by the Islamist movement Hamas.

It is the latest in a succession of aid pay-
ments for fuel for electricity, salaries and
assistance for needy families in the Gaza
Strip from Qatar, which has budgeted some
$330 million for the program launched last
year. More than $150 million of that has
been spent, on top of other large amounts of
aid that Qatar has provided to Gaza in
recent years, he said. 

“The money is essential... because other-
wise Gaza will be a place where nobody can
survive or live,” Emadi said from his office in
Al-Mashtal Hotel late Saturday during one of
his periodic visits to Gaza City. “We know the
situation is very bad, so that’s why our money
helps a lot, and it helps in preventing a new
war.” He added that it is “not only the aid”.
“The aid, the communication, the information...
We are coordinating directly with the people
who can take decisions.”

The payments are part of a wider agree-
ment brokered by UN and Egyptian officials
to end several violent flare-ups in recent
months between Israel and Hamas, which have
fought three devastating wars since 2008. A
series of violent incidents in August have
again threatened the truce just ahead of
Israel’s Sept 17 general election, but the new
Qatari cash may help relative calm return, at
least for now. The incidents have included
rocket fire from Gaza, infiltration attempts by
armed Palestinians and return fire by Israel,
the Israeli army says.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
is widely seen as wanting to avoid an escala-
tion in Gaza before the polls due to the politi-
cal risk involved, but he has faced calls for
strong action from his electoral opponents. As
a result, there has been speculation in Israel
that Hamas has turned a blind eye to rocket

fire and infiltration attempts instead of pre-
venting them in a bid to pressure Netanyahu
into further concessions.

For Emadi, the election means longer-term
solutions cannot be discussed for now due to
political sensitivity, but he hopes talks can lat-
er be held on easing Israel’s blockade of Gaza.
Another war would cost the international
community far more in monetary terms, he
said, but the humanitarian concerns are even
greater, particularly with Gaza still recovering
from the last conflict in 2014. “Any new war
with this situation, I think it will be catastroph-
ic to Gaza and to the people of Gaza,” said
Emadi. Emadi said he meets with leaders of
both Hamas’ political and military wings while
also holding separate discussions with Israeli
officials. Qatar, like most Arab nations, has no
formal diplomatic relations with Israel, and
Emadi declined to say specifically who he
holds talks with on the Israeli side.

The Gulf state is a rare ally for Hamas,
which has never recognized Israel and is des-
ignated a terrorist organization by the United
States and the European Union. The more
than decade-long blockade of the Gaza Strip
and repeated wars have taken a heavy toll on
the economy and infrastructure in the coastal
enclave of two million people. According to
the World Bank, unemployment is at 52 per-

cent, with two-thirds of Gaza’s young people
jobless. The Qatari fuel aid has allowed for an
average of around 10 hours of public electrici-
ty per day, compared to as little as four hours
daily previously, UN figures show. The truce
has also seen Israel expand the area it allows
Gaza fishermen out into the sea - though it
reduces it or even cuts it to zero in response
to violence from the enclave. Emadi said
issues such as work permits for Gazans to
enter Israel have also been discussed.

“Nobody cares about the people in this
place,” he said when asked why Qatar was
playing the role it has, with speculation that
it has been a means to wield regional influ-

ence. “Our concern is the people - to save
lives, to provide better lives for these peo-
ple.” That aspect has been “forgotten from
both sides, let’s say”.

Qatar has in recent years stepped funnelled
more than one billion dollars into relief proj-
ects in Gaza, where poverty and unemploy-
ment rates are high. Emadi said Israel con-
sented to his country’s relief work in Gaza. In
June, Hamas chief, Ismail Haniyeh said a new
hospital, industrial zones and a new power line
would be built in Gaza as part of a wide truce
agreement with Israel. The deal, brokered by
Egypt, Qatar and the United Nations, has not
been publicly acknowledged by Israel, which

deems Hamas a terrorist organization and
shuns direct negotiations. Emadi said the hos-
pital’s construction could begin soon. 

Some two million Palestinians live in
Gaza. The Israeli-Egyptian blockade has
brought the Gazan economy to the brink of
collapse. Recent foreign aid cuts and sanc-
tions by the Palestinian Authority, Hamas’
rival in the Israeli-occupied West Bank,
have worsened the situation. “Both sides
have no war intentions but there is a lack of
money and the humanitarian situation is
bad,” said Emadi. “Should people feel finan-
cially at ease, the ghost of war will be totally
removed,” said Emadi. — Agencies 
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The death of the child occurred several days ago at
the dental clinic in Fahaheel medical center. Head of
Ahmadi Oral Health Program Dr Habbaba Al-Mazidi

extended her condolences to the family of Rashidi.
“We do not know the real cause of death at the
moment, as we are waiting for the results of the inves-
tigation being conducted by the technical committee
and the coroner’s report,” she said. Mazidi said the
child’s treatment was according to technical protocols,
bearing in mind that Rashidi was in the fourth session
of treatment, and was given local anesthetic previous-
ly without complications. She added the anesthetic is
approved and is given to thousands of patients daily.

Probe ordered 
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GAZA: Palestinian demonstrators wave the national flag during clashes between Palestinian protesters and Israeli forces across the barbed-wire
fence following a border demonstration east of Khan Younis on Aug 23, 2019. — AFP 

GAZA CITY: Qatari envoy to the Gaza Strip
Mohammed Al-Emadi speaks during an
interview in his office on Saturday. — AFP 


