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From Bob Dylan’s first hard-driving blues
number at summer camp to the rollicking
Rolling Thunder Revue concert tour, the
legendary musician’s childhood best

friend had a front row seat to the action. Now
Louie Kemp has released a backstage pass of
sorts into the mythology of Dylan, in the form of
a memoir released this week, dishing on every-
thing from the folk hero’s Passover Seder meal
with Marlon Brando to his own food fight at a
Chinese restaurant with Joan Baez.

The duo first met in northern Wisconsin in
1953, when Dylan was still Bobby Zimmerman, 12
years old, his guitar already attached as if a limb.
As rambunctious pre-teens at a Jewish camp in
the northwoods of the Midwestern state-Dylan
grew up just over the border in the blue-collar
mining town of Hibbing, Minnesota-the friends
got in their fair share of trouble, notably for a
shaving cream prank on their peers that saw
them steal a car.

But despite his antics Dylan was confident in
his fate: “He always told me and the other kids
that he was gonna be a rock and roll star,” Kemp
told AFP. “He said it so many times that finally I
believed him.” “He just had a natural musical tal-
ent that was combined with an unbelievable
drive.”

The rest, of course, is history-but Kemp, now
77, felt compelled to write down his unique per-
spective in the book entitled “Dylan & Me: 50
Years of Adventures,” having known the legend
throughout the evolution of his illustrious career.
“It would be selfish for me to take all these sto-
ries and adventures to my grave,” he said. “He
felt comfortable with me because he knew I
didn’t have an agenda. He trusted me just like I

trusted him-but in his case it was more impor-
tant.” “Once you become famous it’s hard to
make new friends that you can really feel trust-
worthy with. In our case those roots went back
so far, that wasn’t a concern.”

‘Down-to-Earth’ 
Kemp goes on to describe how his friend

Bobby Zimmerman became Bob Dylan on the
University of Minnesota campus in the northern
state’s Twin Cities, hitchhiking through
Wisconsin’s capital city Madison, then Chicago,
before finally reaching New York’s bohemian-
minded Greenwich Village.

Dylan quickly rose to fame as a regular in the
Village’s burgeoning folk scene, propelled to

celebrity after Baez began inviting him to play at
her concerts.

“The first song that I heard of his was ‘Blowin’
in the Wind’ and I said, ‘Oh my God, he wrote
that? How the hell did he do that?’” Kemp
recalls. “That blew everybody away, including
me.” “And they just kept coming out of him, like
water out of a faucet.” It wasn’t long before
Dylan called on his childhood friend to visit him
out East.

He later invited Kemp on a movie set in
Mexico-Dylan was scoring the film “Pat Garrett
and Billy the Kid,” which included the classic
“Knockin’ On Heaven’s Door”-and to join his
high-profile comeback “Tour ‘74.” The superstar
then asked Kemp to produce his “Rolling
Thunder Revue”-the concert tour featured in a
recent pseudo-documentary by Martin
Scorsese-that saw Dylan sweep into smaller
towns with a cast of fellow musicians including
Joni Mitchell to play for those priced out of his
larger concerts.

“He doesn’t have the ego that goes with most
people in entertainment,” Kemp said of his old
pal, who is now 78. “He never changed in that
respect. He was always down-to-earth.” “I gotta
give him credit-the fame never got to him.”
Kemp illustrates a number of amusing anecdotes,
including one night when the revered actor
Brando turned “chartreuse” after eating too
much horseradish at a Jewish ceremonial dinner.
He also recounts Dylan’s role as best man in
Kemp’s 1983 wedding, where the icon delighted
guests with an impromptu performance. “Our
relationship was like any two friends-one just
happens to be Bob Dylan,” Kemp said. “To me
he’s always been Bobby Zimmerman.” — AFP

When Bob was Bobby: Memoir offers 
insider’s look at enigmatic Dylan

In this handout photo Bob Dylan (Bobby Zimmerman) (center) looks on during a
photo taken in 1957 at Herzl camp. — AFP photos

In this handout photo Bob Dylan (center) poses for a photo at his fiftieth birthday in
1991, with friends Louie Kemp (left) and Larry (last name unknown).

File photo shows Bob Dylan looks on during a
photo taken in 1978 while on tour in Europe.

A“Breaking Bad” film set after the
events of the hit television show
and centered on meth addict-
turned-cook Jesse Pinkman will

be released on Netflix in October, the
streaming giant said Saturday. “El Camino:
A Breaking Bad Movie” will pick up the
story after Pinkman escaped the clutches
of a neo-Nazi gang with the help of king-
pin Walter White in the AMC show’s 2013
conclusion. “In the wake of his dramatic
escape from captivity, Jesse must come to
terms with his past in order to forge some
kind of future,” Netflix said in a statement.
The “gripping thriller” is written and
directed by Vince Gilligan, creator of the
original series, which is widely acclaimed
as one of the best TV dramas ever made.

“Breaking Bad” ran for five seasons
from 2008 to 2013, and told the story of a
high-school chemistry teacher diagnosed
with cancer who starts cooking crystal
meth-often with former pupil Pinkman-to
provide for his family. A teaser trailer for
the film released Saturday shows another
returning character, “Skinny Pete,” telling
police he has no idea where his friend
Pinkman has gone. “No way I’m helping
you people put Jesse Pinkman back inside
a cage,” he says.

News of the long-rumored film broke
earlier Saturday after Netflix users spot-
ted a “placeholder” page on the streaming
giant’s platform giving the title and synop-
sis. Though the page was subsequently
deleted, The New York Times confirmed
the report by publishing an interview with
Paul. “It’s a chapter of ‘Breaking Bad’ that
I didn’t realize that I wanted,” Paul said.
“And now that I have it, I’m so happy that
it’s there.”

Paul told the Times that Gilligan had
phoned him two years ago with the pro-

posal for a movie. “I quickly told Vince
that I would follow him into a fire,” Paul
responded. The movie will be released on
October 11, Netflix said. The series’ stars
Bryan Cranston and Paul both tweeted
cryptic messages hinting at a possible film
earlier this year.  Local media in
Albuquerque, where the original series
was set and shot, reported last year that
filming for the movie was under way. Bob
Odenkirk, the star of “Breaking Bad” spin-
off “Better Call Saul,” also said in a recent
interview that he “can’t wait to see” the
movie. The original series is widely credit-
ed with helping to usher in the current so-
called “golden age” of television. — AFP

‘Breaking Bad’ sequel movie
out on Netflix  in October

In this file photo US actor Aaron Paul,
speaks at the National Museum of
American History in Washington, DC, during
a memorabilia donation ceremony.—AFP 

Films vying for Venice’s
Golden Lion

There are 21 films competing for the prestigious Golden Lion award at the 76th
Venice film festival, which kicks off on Wednesday and will run until
September 7.

Here are the films:
“La Verite” (The Truth), by Japanese director Hirokazu Kore-Eda-opening film
“The Perfect Candidate”, by Saudi Arabian director Haifaa al-Mansour
“About Endlessness”, by Swedish director Roy Andersson
“Wasp Network”, by French director Olivier Assayas
“Marriage Story”, by US director Noah Baumbach
“Guest of Honour”, by Canadian director Atom Egoyan
“Ad Astra”, by US director James Gray
“A Herdade”, by Portuguese director Tiago Guedes
“Gloria Mundi”, by French director Robert Guediguian 
“Waiting For The Barbarians”, by Colombian director Ciro Guerra
“Ema”, by Chilean director Pablo Larrain
“Lan xin da ju yuan” (Saturday Fiction) by Chinese director Lou Ye
“Martin Eden”, by Italian director Pietro Marcello
“La Mafia Non e Piu Quella Di Una Volta” (The Mafia Is No Longer What It

Used To Be), by Italian director Franco Maresco
“The Painted Bird”, by Czech director Vaclav Marhoul
“Il Sindaco Del Rione Sanita” (The Mayor of Rione Sanita), by Italian director

Mario Martone
“Babyteeth”, by Australian director Shannon Murphy
“Joker”, by US director Todd Phillips
“J’accuse”, French-Polish director Roman Polanski
“The Laundromat”, by US director Steven Soderbergh
“No.7 Cherry Lane”, by Hong Kong director Yonfan — AFP 

New “Star Wars” footage, sequels to
“Frozen” and “Black Panther,” and
an animated epic fantasy about

dragons were among a raft of movies pre-
sented to screaming fans at Disney’s D23
convention Saturday. Hollywood’s reigning
hitmaker Disney set out a full roster of its
upcoming films in a wide-ranging, two-hour
“studio spectacular” in Anaheim, California,
where devotees assemble every two years
dressed as their favorite princesses, pirates
and superheroes.

The cast of “Star Wars:  The Rise of
Skywalker”-including three droids-assem-
bled on stage to kick off the star-studded
event. A brief clip appearing to show a
darker version of  heroine Rey (Daisy
Ridley) wielding a red, double-sided
lightsaber briefly silenced the cavernous,
6,800-capacity hall-before triggering an
immediate social media frenzy. Director JJ
Abrams paid tribute to Princess Leia actor
Carrie Fisher, describing how footage shot
before her death in 2016 will be used in the
upcoming film to put her “at the heart of the
story.”

Disney chief creative officer Alan Horn
pledged that the film, out December 20, will
“bring this 40-year saga to its epic conclu-
sion.” “It’s kind of hard for me to under-
stand that the story is ending-but what an
ending,” said Anthony Daniels, who plays
droid C-3PO in all nine of the “Skywalker
saga” f i lms, which conclude with the
upcoming release. At least two separate
“Star Wars” trilogies are in the works, along
with three live-action television shows for
streaming service Disney+.

‘Love you 3000’ 
“Spider-Man” actor Tom Holland drew a

raucous cheer as he appeared to promote
new Pixar film “Onward,” just days after it
emerged his web-slinging superhero could
disappear from the Disney-owned Marvel
movie universe due to a row between rival
studios. “Everyone listen, it’s been a crazy
week. I want you to know that I’m grateful
from the bottom of my heart and I love you
3000,” he said, borrowing a phrase from
the Marvel films’ “Iron Man” character, in
his first public comment on the split.

Extensive footage from “Onward,” set in
a fantasy world where magic has been
replaced with humdrum, modern-day reali-
ties, showed brothers Ian (Holland) and
Barley (Chris Pratt) on a botched quest to
bring back their  dead father with an
obscure spell. It was one of two Pixar origi-
nals on display, with Jamie Foxx and Tina
Fey announced as the lead voices of meta-
physical jazz adventure “Soul.”

Prominent musicians including Jon
Batiste and Nine Inch Nails’ Trent Reznor
and Atticus Ross will feature in the film,
where souls are trained at an otherworldly
“You Seminar” before being dispatched to
Earth. From Disney’s own animated studio,
the first footage was shown of fantasy
“Raya and the Last Dragon,” which sees a
young girl seeking the help of a dragon to
fend off sinister forces invading a fictional,
Southeast Asian-inspired world. The film-
makers said they had toured Thailand,
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam during
research for the film, which will feature
Awkwafina as the voice of a shape-shifting
dragon. — AFP

‘Star Wars’ and ‘Frozen 2’ footage wows
Disney fan fest

Disney on Saturday released plans for a
dozen upcoming movies, ranging from
Marvel superhero films and Star Wars

blockbusters to Pixar and Disney animations.
Here is a run-through of everything newly
announced at the D23 fan fest’s movies panel
in Anaheim, California:

Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker 
Lucasfilm is “hard at work” finishing an

official new trailer, but unseen footage and a
new poster showed Rey and Kylo Ren locked
in a duel. The final seconds showed Rey
wielding a red, double-sided lightsaber-
immediately dubbed “Sith Rey” online. Naomi
Ackie and Keri Russell join the cast.

Black Panther 2 
Marvel Studios boss Kevin Feige and

returning “Black Panther” director Ryan
Coogler would not even confirm the hotly
anticipated sequel’s title, but did set a release
date-May 6, 2022.

The Eternals 
“Game of Thrones” star Kit Harington and

“Crazy Rich Asians” actress Gemma Chan will
join an ensemble cast already boasting
Angelina Jolie and Salma Hayek. Harington
will play a “non-eternal.”

Black Widow 
An extended version of last month’s Comic-

Con footage featuring Scarlett Johansson
locked in a fight in a Budapest apartment was
shown. New clips showed motorcycle chases,
mountains and Rachel Weisz.

Jungle Cruise 
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson and Emily

Blunt rode into D23 on a riverboat and a vin-
tage car to promote their live-action film
based on Disney’s theme park ride. In a good-
humored takedown of alpha-male action
heroes, Blunt introduced her own trailer telling
the story from her character’s perspective-
with Johnson’s name in comically tiny font.

Maleficent: Mistress of Evil 
Michelle Pfeiffer and Chiwetel Ejiofor join

the cast for the sequel to the live-action 2014
hit centered on Snow White’s villain. A lengthy
clip showed Aurora preparing to marry Prince
Phillip-leading to an extremely frosty dinner
between her godmother Maleficent and his

parents which quickly descends into conflict.

Mulan 
The panel for Disney’s live-action remake

was notable for the absence of Chinese-
American star Liu Yifei, who triggered the
#BoycottMulan movement with her criticism
of Hong Kong protests. Film footage showed
a young Mulan’s disastrous meeting with a
highly-strung matchmaker, before teasing
fight scenes as she takes the place of her ail-
ing father in the Imperial Army.

Cruella 
This live-action “101 Dalmatians” prequel

will be set in “punk rock” 1970s London.
Emma Stone sent a video from the British cap-
ital, where filming has begun, and shared a first
image of herself in character sporting a
Vivienne Westwood-esque shock of black and
white hair. Emma Thompson joins the cast.

Soul 
Jamie Foxx and Tina Fey were announced

as the lead voices of metaphysical jazz adven-
ture “Soul.” Prominent musicians including
Jon Batiste and Nine Inch Nails’ Trent Reznor
and Atticus Ross will feature in the film, where
souls are trained at an otherworldly “You
Seminar” before being dispatched to Earth.

Onward 
Julia-Louis Dreyfus was revealed as the

mother of protagonists Ian and Barley. Tom
Holland and Chris Pratt introduced footage
setting out plot details of their characters’
botched quest to bring back their dead father
with a magical spell in a faded fantasy world.

Raya and the Last Dragon 
Cassie Steele and Awkwafina lead the

voice cast in this animated fantasy featuring
the search for dragons in a fictional, Southeast
Asian-inspired world.

Frozen 2 
The sequel will explore where Elsa got her

powers, and a mysterious past involving her
parents. Evan Rachel Wood (“Westworld”) and
Sterling K. Brown (“This Is Us”) join the cast,
with original songwriters Kristen Anderson-
Lopez and Bobby Lopez returning. Footage
showed flashbacks of sisters Elsa and Anna
with their mother, an enchanted forest, and a
new song for Elsa (Idina Menzel.) —AFP

Disney’s dozen: What we learnt 
at D23 movies panel

Attendees arrive at the D23 Expo, billed as the “largest Disney fan event in the world,” at the
Anaheim Convention Center in Anaheim, California.


