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BIARRITZ: Facing accusations from political opponents of
being out at sea over his Brexit strategy, British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson strode into the Atlantic Ocean for a
bracing dip yesterday before tackling trade talks with
western allies at a G7 summit. Johnson plunged into the
waters off Biarritz flanked by French soldiers and with
Britain’s ambassador to France, Ed Llewellyn, in tow, a
Johnson aide said.

Better known for his fondness of cycling before enter-
ing 10 Downing Street, Johnson swam around a rocky out-
crop several hundred meters off a Biarritz beach. “Let me
give you a metaphor,” Johnson told ITV. “I swam round
that rock this morning. From here you cannot tell there is a
gigantic hole in that rock. There is a way through.” “My
point to the EU is that there is a way through, but you
can’t find the way through if you just sit on the beach.”

With a deepening political crisis at home, Johnson is
making his international debut at a gathering of G7 leaders
in the French resort of Biarritz, less than three months
before the United Kingdom is due to leave the European
Union. Caught between European and US thinking,
Johnson was treading a delicate path, needing to avoid
angering a volatile Trump and risking trade ties while not
alienating himself from other leaders who have a more
multilateral approach to world politics. 

Police fire tear gas 
Meanwhile, French police used tear gas and water can-

non to break up anti-G7 protesters in the southern city of
Bayonne, as leaders from the world’s leading industrialized
nations arrived for their summit just a few kilometers away
in Biarritz. Since Monday, anti-capitalist activists, environ-
mentalists and other anti-globalization groups have been
flocking to a counter-summit in southwestern France that
organizers insisted would be peaceful.

More than 9,000 anti-G7 protesters took part in the
largest protest on Saturday - a mass march over a bridge
linking France and Spain that took place without incident.
However the atmosphere was more hostile in Bayonne,
where hundreds of protesters chanting anti-capitalist slo-
gans did not seem to follow a route, instead wandering the
streets trying to find a way into the city centre.

However the police, who were deployed en masse in the
city, put up a barricade blocking their path. The protesters
tried to get through the barricade and police faced them
down for more than an hour, according to AFP journalists.
The angry crowds were eventually dispersed in the
evening after the police used tear gas and water cannon.
While several people were detained, the local authorities
have yet to announce the number of arrests.

‘Amazonia is burning’ 
The larger, peaceful march took place in the French

coastal town of Hendaye, about 30 kilometers from
Biarritz, with police giving a figure of 9,000 but organizers
saying as many as 15,000 people turned up.  Biarritz is a
popular tourist destination that would normally be basking
in its annual summer boom, but with US President Donald
Trump and other world leaders flying in for three days of
talks, the resort was in lockdown. “Heads of state: act now,
Amazonia is burning!” read one banner as the huge crowd
rallied under cloudless blue skies in Hendaye, the slogan
referring to the wildfires ravaging the world’s largest rain-
forest. “If the climate was a cathedral, we would already
have saved it,” read another, referring to Notre-Dame in
Paris, which was ravaged by a fire in April that prompted
donors to pledge 850 million euros ($954 million) to
rebuild it. Waving thousands of flags, they marched across
the Bidassoa River heading for the Spanish town of Irun,
chanting slogans while some played drums. The colorful
crowd was an eclectic mix of environmental activists,
families, anti-globalists, a handful of anti-government
“yellow vest” protesters and Basque nationalists, AFP
correspondents said.

“We are very happy because it was a huge challenge,”
said Sebastian Bailleul of Alternatives G7, one of the
march’s organizers. But authorities remain on high alert,
with Biarritz in lockdown. “I want to call for calm and for
unity,” French President Emmanuel Macron said in an
address to the nation just before the opening of the sum-
mit, where world leaders were to address the Amazon cri-
sis along with other global issues. 

13,000 police 
Overnight, 17 people were arrested and four police

lightly injured when skirmishes erupted near in Urrugne, a
village some 25 kilometers south of Biarritz. Friday night’s
confrontation occurred as activists tried to block police
from a site where they had set up camp, with police firing
tear gas and using controversial rubber rounds known as
LBDs to disperse them, AFP correspondents said. 

France has deployed more than 13,000 police and gen-
darmes to secure the event amid fears of disturbances by
radical anti-capitalist groups, anarchists or the yellow vest
protesters. But the demonstrators insisted their aims were
peaceful. “It’s important to show that people are mobilized

and do not accept the type of world they’re offering us,” said
Elise Dilet, a 47-year-old activist with Bizi, a Basque anti-
globalization group. A raft of unprecedented security meas-
ures has been put in place for the summit, with the pictur-
esque Grand Plage beach off-limits to everyone except dele-
gates and those accredited for the summit. Earlier this week,
police arrested three German activists carrying a tear gas
canister, an icepick and wrenches along with documents
“linked to the extreme left”, prosecutors said. They were
charged with planning violence, sentenced to several months
prison and banned from returning to France. — Agencies  
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TUNIS: Media magnate Nabil Karoui remains in
the race for Tunisia’s upcoming presidential elec-
tion despite his arrest for alleged money launder-
ing, the head of the country’s electoral commis-
sion said Saturday. Karoui, one of 26 presidential
candidates given preliminary approval this month
to run in the September 15 election, was arrested
on Friday, his party said. 

A judicial official said an arrest warrant had
been issued for Karoui and his brother Ghazi for
money laundering. “Nabil Karoui is still a candi-
date and his name remains on the preliminary and
definite list of candidates” who are vying to
become Tunisia’s next president, electoral com-
mission (ISIE) head Nabil Baffoun said.

“Following his arrest... as long as there are no
changes in his legal status... he remains a presi-
dential candidate,” Baffoun told the private
Mosaique FM radio station. According to Baffoun,
even candidacies of convicted individuals in
Tunisia are accepted so long as the verdict
against them does not specifically say they are
banned from running in an election. The tycoon
was charged with money laundering in early July
shortly after stating his intention to stand in the
polls, but has remained a leading candidate.

‘Degrading, dictatorial practices’ 
His party, Qalb Tounes, announced his arrest

the same day that authorities declared a ban on
three local outlets - including Karoui’s Nessma
TV - from reporting on the election campaign
over unlicensed “illegal” broadcasts. On Saturday,
the party alleged Prime Minister Youssef Chahed
was behind the arrest, but said it would only serve
to promote Karoui’s campaign. “We are making a
direct accusation against Youssef Chahed and his
gang of having orchestrated this arrest,” a Qalb
Tounes (Heart of Tunisia) senior official, Iyadh
Elloumi, told a news conference. He said such
“degrading and dictatorial practices” would only
serve as “free publicity” for Karoui. The Tunisian
Human Rights League said Karoui’s arrest “raises
a lot of doubt and undermines the judiciary”.

The NGO, in a statement, called for an enquiiry
into the decision to arrest him. Rashed
Ghannouchi, leader of the Islamist-inspired
Ennahdha party said he was “not happy to see a
party or party leader hindered”. “We want the
independence of the judiciary and we expect
explanations,” he said on local radio, Justice
Minister Karim Jamoussi has ordered his ministry
to look into the circumstances of the issuance of
the arrest warrants of Karoui and his brother “to
assure the legality” of the procedures, a ministry
official told AFP.

Karoui has been accused by regulators and
some politicians of using Nessma to bolster his
political ambitions. He was nearly removed from
the race in June when parliament passed an
amended electoral code that would bar any can-
didate who handed out “favors in cash or in kind”
in the year before the vote. But then-president
Beji Caid Essebsi neither rejected nor enacted the
bill, leaving the door open for Karoui to run.
Essebsi died last month at the age of 92. — AFP 

Tunisia mogul still 
presidential runner 
despite arrest

Police probe
Georgian’s ‘execution’
in Berlin park
BERLIN: German police were investigating yesterday
the assassination-style killing in a Berlin park of a
Georgian former special forces commando and
Chechnya war veteran. Police have arrested a 49-
year-old suspect from Russia’s Chechnya republic
over the shooting on Friday in the Kleiner Tiergarten
park. The victim was identified as Zelimkhan
Khangoshvili by Georgia’s Human Rights Education
and Monitoring Center (EMC), and was aged 40,
according to German prosecutors.

The killer approached Khangoshvili from behind
as he was on his way to a mosque, shot him twice and
fled by bicycle in what one witness described as an
“execution” style killing. “Khangoshvili died on the
spot before an ambulance arrived,” the EMC said in a
statement. Police divers later recovered a Glock hand-
gun, a wig and bicycle from the nearby Spree river. A
large sum of money was found in the home of the sus-
pect, according to Tagesspiegel daily.

The victim was reportedly a veteran of the second
Chechen War from 1999 to 2009, where he served as
a field commander from 2001 to 2005, and later
joined a Georgian counter-terrorist unit. In 2012, his
Georgian special forces unit engaged in an operation
against militants holding hostages in the remote
Lopota gorge near the border with Russia’s
Dagestan republic. German media said the murder
was believed to be a revenge killing related to the
victim’s military past.

One of his sons said Khangoshvili, a father of
five, had survived four previous attempts on his life.
EMC said the last attack happened in May 2015 in
Tbilisi when “unknown people shot him eight times
while Khangoshvili was driving, but by chance he
escaped death”. “The Khangoshvili family was
forced to leave Georgia and seek refuge in another
country.” For the past few years, they had been liv-
ing in Berlin under assumed identities, German
media said. German police had, meanwhile, also list-
ed him as a potentially militant Islamist for reasons
still unclear, Bild reported. — AFP 

Murder of Colombian 
activists casts shadow 
over peace process
SANTANDER DE QUILICHAO: Indigenous leader Edwin
Mauricio Capaz pulls on a bulletproof vest every day before
getting into the armored car he uses to travel around the
restive part of southwest Colombia he calls home. Despite
this protection, the 34-year-old worries he could soon join
hundreds of human rights activists and community leaders
assassinated since a 2016 peace deal, many of them for con-
fronting drug trafficking or illegal mining.

“If they haven’t threatened us already we are certain
that one day they will - or that one day our lives will be at
risk,” said Capaz, who lives in the Pacific province of
Cauca and has been getting threats from different armed
groups since 2014. The 2016 peace accord with the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) rebels
ended more than 50 years of war between the government
and the group. But though violence fell overall after the
deal, so-called “social leaders” continue to be threatened,
attacked and killed - many in cases which remain unsolved.

The murders have become a political headache for
right-wing President Ivan Duque, who is coming under

pressure internationally to stop them. The government
attributes the killings to still-active National Liberation
Army (ELN) rebels along with crime gangs and dissident
FARC guerrillas who refused to demobilize after the peace
accord. All are fighting for control of lucrative drug pro-
duction and illegal mining areas previously ruled by the
FARC. Community leaders and activists involved in efforts
to protect the environment, stem illegal mining, oppose the
presence of armed groups or promote the eradication of

coca - the base ingredient in cocaine - risk the ire of mul-
tiple armed groups, human rights organizations say. “The
drug trafficking economy is very powerful and is the prin-
cipal threat because they’re using indigenous land,” said
Capaz, the father of a 9-year-old son, as he prepares to
travel the steep mountains of his community in the compa-
ny of a driver and a bodyguard.

Though Duque says the number of assassinations fell
by more than a third since he took office just over a year
ago, he was greeted during a June visit to London by pro-
testers yelling “killer!” In the late 2000s, US lawmakers
pushed back against a trade deal with Colombia to protest
the killing of union leaders. If outrage over the new wave
of killings grows loud enough, it could hurt the Andean
nation’s ties with the United States and the European
Union, which help finance the reintegration of former
rebels, coca substitution and other programs.

There is no definitive tally of how many activists and
community leaders have been murdered since the peace
deal. The attorney general’s office pegs the figure at 292,
between the start of 2016 and June of this year, while the
office of the country’s human rights ombudsman says the
number is at least 486. Think-tank INDEPAZ says 734
activists have been killed in the same January 2016-June
2019 period. Those figures do not include the FARC tally
of 138 former guerrillas it says have been killed since the
peace deal, in assassinations the group attributes to crime
gangs formed by former members of right-wing paramili-
tary groups. — Reuters

BOGOTA: Photo shows Ciudad Bolivar - a poor locality in
southern Bogota. The armed group Aguilas Negras
(Black Eagles) is the dark ‘brand’ behind which narcos,
paramilitaries or state agents hide to terrorize
Colombia. — AFP 

Thousands march 
against racism in 
Dresden ahead 
of key state polls
DRESDEN: Around 35,000 people marched against hate
and racism in the eastern German of city Dresden, organ-
izers said, a week before state elections when far-right
party AfD is projected to make huge gains. Under the ban-
ner “indivisible”, a broad coalition of artists, unionists and
politicians gathered to urge voters to reject exclusion,
which they argue is championed by right-wing extremists.
The three-hour march took place in a relaxed atmosphere
under the warm summer sun in the picturesque baroque
city, one of the most popular tourism destinations in the
former communist east.

But Dresden is also the cradle of the Islamophobic
movement Pegida, and the state of Saxony is a stronghold
of the anti-immigration Alternative for Germany party.

Organizers had predicted around 10,000 people to turn
up for the march, so 35,000 well exceeded their expecta-
tions. Many at the protest held aloft signs that read: “No
place for Nazis” and “Racism is not an alternative”. One of
the marchers, 27-year-old Berlin teacher Janna Rakowski,
said she wanted “to show the people of Dresden that they
are not alone in the fight against racism.

“We want to show our solidarity in this particular situa-
tion before the elections in Saxony,” she told AFP. A
spokeswoman for the organizers, Susann Riske, said: “We
want to do something against the current political climate
and support those who oppose hatred and violence every
day.” Greta Schmidt, a 66-year-old retiree from Dresden,
held up a sign reading “Grandmas against the extreme
right”. “The people are very dissatisfied... the big parties
have sabotaged their chances,” she said.

‘Moment of truth’ 
Before the march started, organizers said they expected

at least 10,000 people to turn up at the protest, while
about 70 kilometers away, the co-leader of the AfD
Alexander Gauland is due to address a rally in the city of
Chemnitz. An AfD candidate in the Saxony election, Nico
Koehler, on Saturday denied his party is racist, calling such
charges “propaganda designed to get left-wing parties
into the state assembly”. — AFP

DRESDEN: Protesters take part in a demonstration titled ‘Unteilbar’ (indivisible) against exclusion in Dresden, eastern
Germany. — AFP 

BIARRITZ: Italy’s Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte, Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, European Council
President Donald Tusk, US President Donald Trump, France’s President Emmanuel Macron, Britain’s Prime
Minister Boris Johnson, Germany’s Chancellor Angela Merkel, Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
attend a working session on ‘International Economy and Trade, and International Security Agenda’ in
Biarritz yesterday. — AFP 


