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By A Saleh

KUWAIT: MP Omar Al-Tabtabaei found it strange to
have a tender to plant trees in two areas at a cost of
KD 28.5 million, adding “this is unbelievable.” He said in
a press statement that “we
support greening to protect
the environment, as our cli-
mate is harsh, but it is not
realistic to spend such an
amount of money to plant
trees in two areas only.”
Tabtabaei said he sent ques-
tions to Information Minister
and State Minister for Youth
Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri
to make sure about the feasi-
bility study, the plan and type
of trees. He said there was a youth greening initiative in
Kuwait years ago and before the establishment of the
agriculture authority under the slogan “Green dream”
to reduce sand storms and lower the temperature, but
the initiative was not accepted because it was by

Kuwaiti youth and not a foreign company, and the cost
was no more than KD 5 million.

Meanwhile, MP Mohammad Al-Dallal said he sub-
mitted questions to all ministers about those who are
retired and exceptions made since 2017. He said the

success of government
departments is linked to the
success of its workers and
their job security. “Job secu-
rity needs the presence of
clear and transparent rules
for retirement in government
departments,” he said, noting
that state departments are
stil l  taking decisions with
regards to sending employ-
ees to retirement without
legal bases, and the Civi l

Service Council and Civil Service Commission still do
not have rules for sending employees to retirement,
leaving each ministry or government department to
take decisions independent from other government
departments.

Staff sent to
retirement

without 
legal bases

KD 28.5 million to plant trees in
two areas unbelievable: Lawmaker

MP inquires about regulations of sending state employees to retirement

KUWAIT: The National Assembly’s building in Kuwait City. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

Firemen battle
Sharq tower
blaze
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Firemen from the Hilali and
Capital fire stations put out a blaze in
the basement of a tower in Sharq
Saturday night. The fire was contained
and prevented from spreading. No
injuries were reported. Meanwhile, an
investigation was opened to reveal the
cause of the fire.

‘Eager Lion’
exercises kick
off in Jordan
AMMAN: Co-organized by Jordan and the US, a
military training, dubbed ‘Eager Lion’, kicked off in
Jordan yesterday with the participation of 27
countries, including Kuwait. The exercise, which
lasts until September 5, will include operations on
combating terrorism and ways to enhance border
security with the participation of 8,000 military
personnel, Media spokesperson for the maneuvers,
Brigadier General Mohammad Thalji, told a press
conference. The spokesperson stressed the impor-
tance of the exercise to strengthening the capabil-
it ies of the armed forces of various types of

weapons to work together in the face of one ene-
my, adding that the scenario of the exercise will
simulate reality dictated by the circumstances and
challenges facing the region and the world.

Thalji also pointed out that the military exer-
cises  wi l l  inc lude tra in ing and exerc ises  to
strengthen the crisis management center by deal-
ing with problems that may appear in the military
field, such as the refugee crisis and the spread of
epidemics and food shortages. Women have a
prominent role in the Eager Lion training in order
to enhance the role of women in the general com-
mand and in various military action, he added.
Armed forces from Kuwait, France, Germany,
Britain, Spain, Italy, Australia, Austria, Belgium,
the Netherlands, Greece, Norway, the Czech
Republic, Cyprus, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Egypt,
Bahrain , Qatar, Lebanon, the Uni ted Arab
Emirates , Canada, Japan, Brunei , Kenya and
Tajikistan are participating in the exercise, along-
side Jordan and the US. — KUNA

Govt determined
to resolve bedoon
problem: Saleh
By B Izzak 

KUWAIT: Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs
Anas Al-Saleh said yesterday that the government
is determined to find a lasting solution for the
decades-old problem of the stateless people or
‘bedoons’. Saleh said the desired solution will be
reached in cooperation with the National Assembly
and will take into consideration security, humanitar-
ian, cultural and economic situation of the country.

The minister recalled the call of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah on the two
authorities to resolve the problem of bedoons who
have been living in the country for over a half cen-
tury and claim the right to Kuwaiti citizenship.

Some 120,000 bedoons live in Kuwait and say
they are Kuwaitis while the government insists that
only some of them qualify for consideration to be
naturalized. Several MPs have proposed a draft law

granting bedoons full
humanitarian and civil
rights until their issue
can be resolved.
National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem said last month
that the desired solution
for the bedoon problem
will be reached this
summer or at the start of
the new assembly term
next October.

In the meantime, MP
Khalil Al-Saleh yester-
day sent a question to Minister of State for
Economic Affairs Mariam Al-Aqeel inquiring about
the number of Kuwaiti employees who resigned
from the private sector since the beginning of 2017.

Additionally, he asked about the number of
Kuwaitis who resigned from the private sector and
where either appointed in government jobs, reap-
pointed in the private sector or just retired. Saleh also
asked about rumors that Kuwaitis shun private sector
jobs and asked for the reasons, and asked if the gov-
ernment has conducted a study on the reasons for the
resignation of Kuwaitis from the private sector. 

Anas Al-Saleh

Seven arrested for firing
gunshots during wedding
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Police arrested seven people who reportedly
fired gunshots and drove their vehicles recklessly while cele-
brating a wedding in Kuwait recently. Four AK-47 rifles, two
handguns and ammo were found with the suspects, who
were referred to the proper authorities to face legal action
after admitting to their crime during interrogations following
their arrest, the Interior Ministry said in a statement yester-
day. The arrest came after police identified the suspects fol-
lowing investigations after gunfire and reckless driving
reports were made. 


