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Taylor Swift’s highly anticipated seventh album has
arrived in all its lovestruck, honeyed glory-a clear
shift from the vengeful goth lite of her previous

record. But the 18-track “Lover” is not just an ode to
matters of the heart-it’s the pop star’s first studio album
that she actually owns, under the terms of the multi-
album deal she struck last year with Universal Music
Group/Republic Records.

“This album is very much a celebration of love, in all
its complexity, coziness, and chaos,” Swift tweeted upon
Friday’s midnight release of her latest project. “It’s the
first album of mine that I’ve ever owned, and I couldn’t be
more proud.” “Lover” sees Swift, no stranger to catty
celebrity feuds and lyrical disses, set a mood of moving
on-with a touch of snarky self-care-in her opener, “I
Forgot That You Existed.”

It’s a break from 2017’s “Reputation,” when Swift
momentarily tossed her princess tiara to try on the hard-
ened snake skin of Dark Taylor. In classic Swift form, the
new album includes a streak of reflection on her past
romantic woes but maintains an ebullient optimism, par-
ticularly concerning her current relationship with British
actor Joe Alwyn, with several songs hinting at marriage.
“Swear to be overdramatic and true,” she sings with a
self-aware wink in the album’s title track.

Political baby steps
In “Miss Americana and the Heartbreak Prince,” she

appears to take a stab at political content-Swift has
faced scorn in the past for shying away from social
issues-voicing disillusionment in the American mythos.
“American story burning before me / I’m feeling helpless
/ The damsels are depressed / Boys will be boys then /
Where are the wise men?” she sings. And in “The Man,”
she contemplates the double standards faced by women,
both in work and in romance.

“I’d be a fearless leader / I’d be an alpha type / When
everyone believes you / What’s that like?” Swift asks. In
that track, she name-checks Leonardo DiCaprio, known
for his revolving door of 20-something girlfriends, imply-
ing that her own past serial dating habits would be less
maligned if she were a man: “And they would toast to me
or let the players play / I’d be just like Leo in Saint
Tropez.”

Trumpian autocracy   
The besotted earnestness returns on “London Boy”-

which features a cameo from Idris Elba-an ode to all
things English like high tea, watching rugby at the pub
and her beau’s accent. Her newfound romance with
Britain is perhaps why the superstar chose The Guardian
to discuss her disenchantment with the current state of
the United States, telling the paper Donald Trump is
treating his White House tenure like an “autocracy.”

The superstar faced criticism in 2016 when she opted
against using her enormous platform to endorse a candi-

date in the pivotal presidential vote that resulted in
Trump’s election.  She told the British paper, which will
publish the full interview Saturday, that she feels
“remorseful” for not speaking up, saying in hindsight that
she would have backed Hillary Clinton.

Swift said at the time that her row with Kanye West
and Kim Kardashian, along with her mother’s cancer
diagnosis, had her hiding from the public eye. “I just
knew what I could handle and I knew what I couldn’t. I

was literally about to break,” she said. Swift vowed to “do
everything I can for 2020,” pointing in particular to
ongoing battles that could result in more limited access
to abortion services.

Owning it    
“Lover” marks a new era for Swift in that she holds

the keys to its future distribution. Earlier this year, the
star began publicly feuding with industry mogul Scooter
Braun over his purchase of her former label, the
Nashville-based Big Machine, which gave him a majority
stake in the master recordings of her first six albums. The
owner of coveted masters-one-of-a-kind source material
used to create vinyls, CDs and digital copies-is able to
dictate how songs are reproduced and sold.

Always determined to have the last word, in the media
blitz promoting “Lover,” Swift said she would begin re-
recording her early albums to create copies she owns
herself. She told ABC’s “Good Morning America” that her
contract allows her to begin redoing albums one through
five in November 2020, and she plans to be back in the
studio doing just that. “I think that artists deserve to own
their work,” she said. “I just feel very passionately about
that.”—AFP

In this file photo singer Taylor Swift accepts the Teen Choice
Icon Award during FOX’s Teen Choice Awards 2019 in
Hermosa Beach, California. — AFP

In this file photo US singer Miley Cyrus and husband
Australian actor Liam Hemsworth arrive for the Saint Laurent
Men’s Spring-Summer 2020 runway show in Malibu,
California. — AFP

The winner Rob Messel The Marquis from US performs during the Air Guitar World Championships final in Oulu. — AFP

Meghan Markle has made a surprise
appearance at a fashion shoot for her
new clothing line with the London charity

Smart Works, which helps long-term unemployed
women look for jobs. The American former
actress, who is married to Britain’s Prince Harry, is
a patron of the charity that provides high-quality
interview clothes and interview training. Earlier
this year, it was revealed she would oversee a
clothing line in collaboration with the charity, to
be sold in British stores.

A video clip posted on the royal couple’s
Instagram account on Wednesday showed the 38-
year-old meeting the models as they arrived for
the shoot of the new workwear range - offering a
sneak preview of the clothing. Markle, who
became the Duchess of Sussex when she married
Prince Harry, is already widely recognized as a
champion of women’s equality and empowerment.
A self-declared feminist who has previously cam-
paigned for the United Nations on gender equali-
ty, she promised last year that women’s rights
would be a focus of her charity work as she joined
Britain’s royal family.

She has also won praise for her own fashion
sense - People magazine named her the best
dressed woman of 2018. Women are still at a dis-
advantage in the workplace and a study by the
Young Women’s Trust this week showed that one
in 10 employers would be reluctant to hire a
woman who they thought might get pregnant.

Smart Works, which operates in six cities, helps
women referred from prisons, care homes, home-
less shelters, mental health charities and job cen-
tres. A third of the women have been turned down
from more than 50 jobs. Markle, who starred in
television legal drama Suits, has helped pick out-
fits for women who had just secured jobs and
needed a basic wardrobe to see them through to
their first paypacket. — Reuters

Rolling Stones
have space rock 
named after them
The Rolling Stones have rocked stages around

the world in their more than 50-year career.
But now their influence has gone into space

after NASA’s Mars InSight Mission named a rock
on the planet after the band. Slightly larger than a
golf ball, the “Rolling Stones Rock” is said to have
rolled some 3 feet (1 metre), spurred by the
InSight spacecraft’s thrusters during touchdown
on Mars in November, NASA said.

“In images taken by InSight the next day, sev-
eral divots in the orange-red soil can be seen trail-
ing Rolling Stones Rock,” it said. “It’s the farthest
NASA has seen a rock roll while landing a space-
craft on another planet.” Hollywood actor Robert
Downey Jr. announced the name as Mick Jagger,
Keith Richards, Ronnie Wood and Charlie Watts
were about to perform on Thursday night at
Pasadena’s Rose Bowl Stadium, close to NASA’s
Jet Propulsion Laboratory.—Reuters

Twenty hopefuls from around the world donned glit-
ter, make-up and outrageous costumes to face off in
an epic, virtuoso guitar battle onstage on Friday-but

without an instrument in sight. The Air Guitar World
Championships have been held in the small Finnish town of
Oulu, not far from the Arctic circle, for 24 years, and the
competition has become an institution in the country
which prides itself on organizing wacky competitions in
anything from wife carrying to sitting naked on ant hills.

But although the idea of strutting around a stage
dressed as a wizard, caveman or gorilla while noodling
furiously on an imaginary guitar might seem silly to some,
the competitors vying for the world title take their prepa-
ration extremely seriously. “I’ve played different instru-
ments over the years, but I’m limited by my technical abili-
ty,” this year’s winner, Rob “the Marquis” Messel from the
US said. “But the air guitar, it’s a blank page and you can
do anything.”

Messel dazzled this year’s judges with his intricate fret-
work and majestic gliding around the stage, snatching the
title from two-time champion Namami “Seven Seas”
Nagura of Japan, whose gymnastic, power chord-studded
routine nonetheless delighted the crowd of a few hundred,
who turned out despite the rain.

Elsewhere there was ample ripping off of trousers mid-
set, while other performers poured ketchup over them-
selves, and Frederic “French Kiss” Reau even found time in
his routine to take an (also imaginary) call from his mum.
But in the end it was expert axemanship that the judges
were looking for. 

“As a guitar player you think about first if their finger-
ing movements are at all accurate, or if they’re doing
things that would be completely ridiculous if you were
trying to play an actual song on the guitar,” judge Douglas
Blair told AFP.

Blair, who is better known as the guitarist in the veteran
US metal band W.A.S.P., said he is not surprised that the
competition has endured for nearly a quarter of a century.
“It’s as old as the raindance when someone is playing the
drums and the rest of the tribe is dancing round the cir-
cle,” he said. “They don’t need to know how to play the
drums, they’re feeling the rhythm. Air guitar is the guitar
version of that.”—AFP

Bollywood is to make a movie on the “true story” of
Indian air strikes on Pakistan this year, its producer
said Friday, the latest patriotic film to hit the silver

screen. The February 26 attack took place after a suicide
bombing claimed by a militant group based in Pakistan
killed 40 Indian troops on February 14 in Indian-con-
trolled Kashmir. Pakistan then carried out its own raid
over the de-facto border in Kashmir before the two
nuclear-armed countries stepped back from the brink of
another conflict.

India said that in the raid, its aircraft successfully
attacked a training camp at Balakot and killed “a very
large number” of “terrorists”, but doubts have been
raised about its efficacy. The new movie is set to be pro-
duced by Vivek Oberoi, who starred in a flattering biopic
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the release of which
was delayed so as not to interfere with this year’s elec-
tion. It will also tell the story of handlebar-moustached
Abhinandan Varthaman, an Indian pilot who was shot
down in the raid and then handed over by Pakistan,

becoming a national hero.
“As a proud Indian, a patriot, and a member of the film

fraternity, it’s my duty to highlight what our armed forces
are truly capable of,” Oberoi was quoted as saying by
Indian media. “This film is a powerful tool to underline
the achievements of brave officers like Wing Commander
Abhinandan, who went behind the enemy lines and did
what makes every Indian proud of them,” said Vivek.
Kashmir has been divided between India and Pakistan
since the end of British colonial rule in 1947. Both claim
the Himalayan territory in full and have fought two wars
over it. Earlier this month India stripped its part of the
region’s autonomy, sending tens of thousands of extra
troops and imposing a lockdown and a communications
blackout that on Friday entered its 19th day.—AFP

The 48-year-old rapper will receive the Video
Vanguard Award at this year’s MTV Video Music
Awards (VMAs) on Monday, and to celebrate, the

VMAs and Pepsi are creating a pop-up museum showcas-
ing elements from Missy’s career.  The Museum of Missy
Elliott is located at 632 Broadway in New York and will
open the weekend before the awards ceremony. 

Fans will get an inside look at some of the backdrops
and outfits from her most famous music videos, including
‘Gossip Folks’, ‘Lose Control’ and ‘Sock It 2 Me’ and they
will also have the chance to try on her iconic trash bag
dress, designed by June Ambrose, which featured in ‘The
Rain’ music video. 

In addition, the pop-up museum will also feature a nail
bar. Meanwhile, Missy is set to pick up the Video Vanguard
Award - for her music video contributions over the years -
at this year’s VMAs, which takes place at the Prudential
Center in New Jersey.

Bruce Gillmer, head of music and music talent at Viacom
and co-brand head at MTV International, said: “Missy’s
impact on the music landscape is indelible.  “Her creative
vision across production, performance and song-writing is
unmatched.” Missy will follow in the footsteps of the likes
of Rihanna, Madonna, Beyonce, Justin Timberlake, Britney
Spears, and Kanye West when she collects the prize. 

Pop star Miley Cyrus clapped back at her social
media haters Thursday over her recent split with
longtime partner Liam Hemsworth, an Australian

actor, to deny allegations that she cheated on him. “I can
accept that the life I’ve chosen means I must live com-
pletely open and transparent with my fans who I love, and
the public, 100 percent of the time. What I cannot accept
is being told I’m lying to cover up a crime I haven’t com-
mitted. I have nothing to hide,” the 26-year-old superstar
tweeted.

She then detailed a laundry list of her youthful exploits,
including “I lost a massive Walmart deal at 17 for ripping a
bong” and “I got kicked off hotel Transylvania for buying
Liam a penis cake for his birthday and licking it.” “I swung
on a wrecking ball naked,” referring to the video for her
2013 hit that saw her image grow decidedly more
provocative than her days as a teen idol thanks to the hit
show “Hannah Montana.”

“But the truth is, once Liam and I reconciled, I meant it,
and I was committed. There are NO secrets to uncover
here,” she continued. “I can admit to a lot of things but I
refuse to admit that my marriage ended because of cheat-
ing. Liam and I have been together for a decade. I’ve said
it before and it remains true, I love Liam and always will.”

“BUT at this point I had to make a healthy decision for
myself to leave a previous life behind. I am the healthiest
and happiest I have been in a long time. You can say I am a
twerking, pot smoking, foul mouthed hillbilly but I am not
a liar.” The couple married in December in a private cere-
mony after a decade-long on-again, off-again relationship.

Hemsworth on August 12 released a statement to con-
firm the separation and “wish her nothing but health and
happiness going forward.” In an interview for Elle maga-
zine’s July issue, Cyrus said she did not “fit into a stereo-
typical wife role” and that she was “very sexually attract-
ed to women.” Cyrus reportedly declared as a young teen
that she was “pansexual.”—AFP


