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A couple sits in a crop of sunflowers at Burnside Farms’ Nokesville flower field in Nokesville, Virginia. — AFP 

Attendees visit the Marvel Studios booth at the D23 Expo, billed as the ‘largest Disney fan event in the world,’ at the Anaheim Convention Center in Anaheim, California. — AFP 

Disney lifted the lid on three live-action Star Wars
series for its much-hyped new television streaming
service Friday, including Ewan McGregor’s return

as Obi-Wan Kenobi, as the company revealed a vast line-
up for its Netflix rival. Previously unannounced series set
in Marvel’s wildly popular superhero universe and a live-
action “Lady and the Tramp” film were among the shows
teased at the biennial D23 fan convention in California, to
whooping cheers from Disney devotees dressed as their
favorite characters.

But the loudest ovation was saved for the Star Wars
presentation, with the first official trailer for Disney+
launch series “The Mandalorian” showing a dark, lawless
universe populated by murderous bounty hunters.
Lucasfilm president Kathleen Kennedy said the TV
shows would be “identical” in quality to the record-
grossing Star Wars films, describing it as “exhilarating
and liberating” to tell stories that expand beyond two
hours.

The online streaming service Disney+ featuring film
and television shows will launch November 12 in the US
as well as Canada and the Netherlands, before rolling out
worldwide. Chief Executive Bob Iger told investors on a
recent earnings call that “nothing is more important to
us” than the platform, which will compete in a crowded

marketplace with Netflix, Amazon Prime, Apple TV+,
HBO Max and more.

As well as offering Disney’s enormous back catalog,
including all animated films and Pixar movies within its
first year, it will feature a plethora of newly commis-
sioned shows. It will cost $6.99 a month in the US.
Friday’s sweeping presentation in a packed 6,800-seater
hall in Anaheim lasted nearly two hours, and set out titles
from across Disney-owned brands including Pixar,
Marvel, Star Wars, the Disney Channel and National
Geographic.

Dangerous world
McGregor joined Kennedy on stage to confirm rumors

that he would return as the Jedi master who was first
portrayed by Alec Guinness in the 1977 original “Star
Wars.” Few details were given for the series, except that
it has been written and will begin shooting next year.
Introducing the first trailer for the separate
“Mandalorian” series, which will be available at launch,
showrunner Jon Favreau said the show would take place
after “Return of the Jedi” in a world where celebrations
about the end of the evil Empire had given way to chaos.

It will be set in a “world where like the old samurai
movies and the old Westerns, where the gunfighters are

rolling and people are fighting for their own safety,” he
said. “It’s a dangerous world.” New footage showed bat-
tered Stormtrooper helmets mounted on spikes and
crumbling in the desert dust, with cowering mothers and
children fleeing from armed villains. Also announced was
a “spy series” inspired by critically acclaimed Star Wars
film “Rogue One,” with Diego Luna and Alan Tudyk to
reprise their roles in a prequel storyline.

Marvel Studios boss Kevin Feige revealed three previ-
ously unannounced shows which will overlap with the
most successful film franchise of all time-”Ms Marvel,”
“Moon Knight” and “She-Hulk.” More details emerged
for further Marvel superhero shows “What If...?”-an ani-
mated series imagining different outcomes for each of the
23 Marvel films to date-and “WandaVision,” which was
intriguingly described as a “half classic sitcom, half full
[Marvel Cinematic Universe] spectacular” inspired by
Dick Van Dyke.

Also appearing on a bumper lineup were an “unscript-
ed” Muppets show, a grown-up “Lizzie McGuire” reboot
starring Hilary Duff, a series of shorts featuring “Forky”
from “Toy Story 4,” and a mockumentary based on “High
School Musical.”—AFP

Superhero Black Widow is a woman at the top of her
game, and so is the actress who plays her-Scarlett
Johansson is the world’s highest paid actress for the

second year in a row, according to Forbes’s annual ranking
published Friday. Johansson, 34, earned $15.5 million more
than she did in 2018, primarily due to the immense global
success of “Avengers: Endgame”-the final chapter of the
saga-for which she earned $35 million.

The actress will take up the Black Widow mantle again in
2020 for an eponymous spinoff film. But even though
Johansson and her cohorts on the list all earned more than
$20 million, pay inequality is alive and well in Hollywood.
Johansson earned $56 million total over the past year, but
that amount lands her at only eighth place for the combined
list of highest-paid actors and actresses.

For comparison, Robert Downey Jr, Johansson’s
“Avengers” costar, earned about $55 million for his turn as
Iron Man in “Endgame.” According to the Forbes ranking of
highest-paid actors in the world, published Wednesday,
Downey Jr. comes in at third place with $66 million total,
behind fellow Avenger Chris Hemsworth ($76.4 million) and
Dwayne Johnson ($89.4 million).

For the women, second place goes to Sofia Vergara, an
industry veteran but a newcomer to the list. The “Modern
Family” sitcom star earned $44.1 million between June 1,
2018 and June 1, 2019. She is followed by Reese
Witherspoon ($35 million) and Nicole Kidman ($34 million),
costars on the series “Big Little Lies.” Jennifer Aniston, who
came in third in 2018 mainly due to advertising campaigns
for major brands, has been relegated to fifth place with a
mere $28 million for the year. 

The former “Friends” star-a show which also featured a
guest appearance from Witherspoon-stars in a new series
for Apple’s on-demand web television service. Other new
list arrivals include Elisabeth Moss, boosted by the series
“The Handmaid’s Tale,” and Australian actress Margot
Robbie. Angelina Jolie, who was number two on the list in
2018, did not make the cut this year, along with Julia
Roberts, Cate Blanchett and Jennifer Lawrence.

The top 10:
1. Scarlett Johansson ($56 million)
2. Sofia Vergara ($44.1 million)
3. Reese Witherspoon ($35 million)
4. Nicole Kidman ($34 million)
5. Jennifer Aniston ($28 million)
6. Kaley Cuoco ($25 million)
7. Elisabeth Moss ($24 million)
8. Margot Robbie ($23.5 million)
9. Charlize Theron ($23 million)
10. Ellen Pompeo ($22 million)—AFP

In this file photo US actress Scarlett Johansson arrives on
stage for the Marvel panel in Hall H of the Convention Center
during Comic Con in San Diego, California. — AFP


