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US probes link 
between vaping 
and lung disease 
WASHINGTON: A patient who had recently been
vaping has died in the US after developing severe lung
disease, officials said Friday, as authorities scrambled to
find the cause behind almost 200 more potential cases.
“Yesterday we received a report of the death of an
adult who had been hospitalized with severe unex-
plained respiratory illness after reported vaping,”
Jennifer Layden, the chief medical officer in the
Midwestern state of Illinois said.

She declined to provide the person’s gender, but
said that the ages of the patients treated in the state
had been between 17 and 38. As of Friday, there were
193 cases across 22 states of potential cases of severe
lung illness associated with e-cigarette use since the
end of June, according to figures released by the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The cause
has not been determined but all had recently used e-
cigarettes to inhale either vaporized nicotine or
cannabis, and many of the products have been sent for
lab testing.

“The severity of illness people are experiencing is
alarming and we must get the word out that using e-
cigarettes and vaping can be dangerous,” said Illinois
health department director Dr Ngozi Ezike. But Ileana
Arias, acting deputy director on non-infectious dis-
eases at the CDC, added that although the cases
appeared similar, “it is unclear if these cases have a
common cause, or if they are different diseases with
similar presentations.” 

Safer than smoking’ 
No specific product has been identified or blamed

for the illness in any of the cases. E-cigarettes have
been available in the US since 2006, and are sometimes
used as an aid to quit smoking traditional tobacco
products like cigarettes. Their use among adolescents
has skyrocketed in recent years: some 3.6 million mid-
dle and high school students used vaping products in
2018, an increase of 1.5 million on the year before.

E-cigarette users don’t get exposed to the estimat-
ed 7,000 chemical constituents present in combustible
cigarettes, and vaping is generally believed to be safer
than smoking. The liquids do, however, contain nicotine,
which has been studied for decades and is known to be
highly addictive, and a variety of other constituents
classed as “potentially harmful” according to a 2018
study compiled by the US National Academy of
Sciences requested by Congress. —AFP

OMDOURMAN: Sudanese performers dressed in traditional clothing entertain an audience during a street celebration after the swearing-in of the new ruling sovereign council and prime minister, in the capital’s twin city of Omdurman. —AFP

Sudanese women played a very big part in the revolution
KHARTOUM: They were on the front lines and in the negotiat-
ing rooms that brought down military rule but Sudan’s women
have yet to take their rightful place in the new institutions. The
signing last week of the documents outlining the transition to
civilian rule was a moment of national jubilation, turning the
page on 30 years of dictatorship and eight months of deadly
protests.

But as the ceremony attended by a host of foreign digni-
taries unfolded, one thing jumped out: the only female speaker
at the three-hour event was the host.

“That scene was a slap in our face,” Rabah Sadeq, a woman
activist and longtime campaigner for gender equality, said the
next day. “So many women are talking about this now, we have
to raise this issue,” she said. Some women attending the signing
heckled the speakers to express their displeasure and the indig-
nation quickly spread to the street and social media. “The par-
ticipation of women in the revolution was very high, they even
encouraged men to join the demonstrations,” said Sarah Ali
Ahmed, a student in Khartoum.

“I was very shocked to see the low representation of
women... We want to play a role in the civilian government, just
like men,” she said. On Wednesday, Sudan’s new joint civilian-
military ruling body, which is meant to guide the country
through 39 months of transition to full civilian rule, was sworn in.
Out of its six civilian members, two are women, although only
one was included in the list of nominees initially put forward by
the protest camp.

Optimism 
While the opposition alliance’s chief negotiator in the run-up

to Sudan’s landmark political deal was a woman, Ibtisam al-
Sanhouri, women were poorly represented in the various nego-
tiating committees. The shock caused by the all-male line-up at
the signing last week, which will go down as a key date in
Sudan’s history, appears to have had some impact in recent
days. Sudan’s new prime minister Abdallah Hamdok, who
arrived in the country on Wednesday, raised the issue in his first
comments to reporters after being sworn in.

“We have to concentrate on women’s participation.
Sudanese women played a very big part in our revolution,” said
the 61-year-old former UN economist. “But during the negotia-
tions... as well as during the signing of the documents, it was
only men. We have to correct this,” Hamdok said. Samahir el-
Mubarak, a spokeswoman for the Sudanese Professionals
Association (SPA), an independent trade union confederation
that played a central role in the protests, argued that women’s
under-representation was not too surprising.

“This absence in the institutions is not acceptable but it’s also

understandable in a way,” said Mubarak, a 29-year-old pharma-
cist. “The organizations and political parties that are active in the
transition now have existed all along, and they excluded women.
“But I’m very optimistic this is going to change,” she said. The
legislative body which is due to be formed soon to help steer the
country to democratic elections in 2022 will have at least 40 per-
cent of its seats reserved for women.

Distrust 
“In the condition we are in now, we need some kind of posi-

tive discrimination... but eventually women are qualified enough
to become a majority in parliament and government,” Mubarak
said. Growing awareness over female under-representation in
the transition appears already to be bearing fruit, and a woman
is now tipped as the next chief justice.

“This is progress but it’s still not the level we want. Women

should continue to be empowered,” Rabah Sadeq said. Sarah
Abdul Laleel, a UK-based pediatrician, agreed that women
were insufficiently represented. “When you compare the street
and the protests to the institutions, there’s a mismatch,” she said.
Abdul Jaleel, also a member of the SPA, said that political par-
ties did not have people’s trust and that a debate was needed to
find news ways to integrate women in the country’s institutions.

Rabah Sadeq argued that parity was in the country’s best
interest. “Asking for more women isn’t just symbolic, they are
more committed to peace. It’s not just for equality, it’s for the
chances of success of this transition,” she said. Samahir El-
Mubarak said that after decades of oppression under Bashir’s
Islamist military regime, women had gained a lot of self-confi-
dence in recent months.  “Women were the dynamo of this rev-
olution, they can’t be taken out of the picture. Otherwise there
will be another revolution.” —AFP

Gentleman jailbreak: 
Convicts return to 
Indonesian prison
SORONG: More than 270 inmates - including convicted mur-
derers - who bolted from a prison torched during violent riots in
Indonesia’s Papua region have returned to finish their sentences,

a corrections official said yesterday. The convicts are even help-
ing build a temporary office for their jailers, he added, after
parts of the building in Sorong city went up in flames this week.
About half the prison’s 500 inmates fled Monday as protesters
outside set the jail and other buildings ablaze.

“But they weren’t trying to escape - they just wanted to save
themselves from the fire,” prison spokesman Elly Yuzar said
Friday. “They also worried about their families... Even convicted
murderers have come back voluntarily,” he added, without elab-
orating. The riots and demonstrations in the restive region were
triggered by the weekend arrest of dozens of Papuan students

in Indonesia’s second-biggest city Surabaya, where they were
also targeted with racial abuse.

In Sorong, search teams had fanned out across the city of
some 220,000 in a bid to find the escaped prisoners or con-
tact their families, Yuzar said, adding that a dozen were still on
the run. But why would anyone return to prison in a country
with notoriously overcrowded and unsanitary jails?  “We’ve
always treated them well and they knew that running away
was not a solution - it would only make things worse,” Yuzar
replied. “I really appreciate their willingness to come back to
prison.” —AFP

KHARTOUM: Supporters of Sudan’s deposed military ruler Omar Al-Bashir gather in protest outside the court house in Khartoum
yesterday. —AFP


