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The Amazon is the largest tropical rainforest in
the world and produces one-fifth of the plan-
et’s oxygen. It is often called the “lungs of the

world”, as more than 20 percent of the world’s oxy-
gen is produced in the Amazon rainforest. There is no
doubt that it plays a major role in reducing or pre-
venting global warming. 

The Amazon forest plays an important environ-
mental role as a giant water engine. It releases water
into the atmosphere and rivers. In fact, the weather
systems are largely determined by currents of ocean
that transport warm water from the equator to the
polar regions, while cold water moves in the opposite
direction. Without these currents, the temperatures
will take a more extreme turn than they are today.

So, the burning of this tropical rainforest means
this vital contribution to Earth’s climate equilibrium
will reduce, and this in turn will lead to further warm-
ing, drought and climate change around the world. I
believe that this is a real crisis for everyone and it
does not matter if you live in Kuwait or Brazil or any-
where in the world. The issue is important for every-
one because it threatens human, animal and plant life
and the future of the planet.

Since the beginning of this year, these forests
have been exposed to more than 75,000 fires, a
record increase of 84 percent over the fires that
broke out in these forests last year. European lead-
ers have expressed concerns. French President
Emmanuel Macron stated the fires are an interna-
tional emergency. British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson also said he was very concerned about the
potentially catastrophic impact of the loss of a large
number of trees on the environment. German
Chancellor Angela Merkel described the fires as a
serious emergency that would have an impact far
beyond Brazil. That is a reason for all countries to
support Brazil to overcome this crisis and prevent its
recurrence in the future.

The fires have plunged the Brazilian city of Sao
Paulo into total darkness in the afternoon and many
organisms have died, whether by being suffocated or
burned by fires. The globe will be severely affected
in the coming years if this matter is not address
properly and the real reasons behind their occur-
rence are not found. 

I think that this environmental crisis may turn into
a political one because there is a trade agreement at
stake between the European Union and the South
American bloc of Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay and
Paraguay, and the occurrence of fires now may affect
the ratification of the agreement as a number of
heads of European groups have expressed concerns.
But these countries have the potential to help Brazil
cope with this issue to ensure greater environmental
protection. 

There are also a number of media statements and
reports about climate change and advocacy by geo-
logical engineering techniques or so-called climate
engineering. It aims to increase the amount of solar
radiation reflected in space, but is not yet clear to all
and some worry that it may lead to more drought and
higher levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.

Some environment groups worry about a possible
overlap of the interests of business, politics and
industrial companies in this matter and exploitation
to achieve interests unrelated to the climate. I believe
that this issue calls for global attention, to be
addressed in all its aspects. United Nations organiza-
tions and European countries must take the initiative
to ensure the protection of the environment. I believe
that the Arab world needs to raise awareness of the
issue of environmental protection because it does not
affect one country, but the entire planet and survival.
Brazil needs full support now.
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By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: According to law no. 6/2010, the Public
Authority of Manpower (PAM) issued a decree ban-
ning laborers from working outdoors from 11:00 am
to 4:00 pm in summer, from June 1 to Aug 31 every
year. This includes hard work done outdoors in the
heat to protect the laborers from the extreme weath-
er conditions. 

Kuwait Times followed the
application of the ban and
compliance by companies in
various areas. Daily obser-
vances at different locations,
especially construction sites,
revealed many violations of
this law and tens of workers
working under the hot sun.
PAM warned companies they
would face sanctions in case
they violated the law and
forced laborers to work during the ban. Inspectors
regularly monitored various locations in all of Kuwait’s
governorates. PAM also received complaints from the
public, who reporting seeing laborers working during
the ban hours.   

The number of violations registered by PAM’s
inspectors from the beginning of the ban till July 31,
2019 reached 1,219. “The inspectors went on repeated
inspections of these locations that received notices,
and legal action was taken towards companies that
were still in violation, with their files transferred to the
legal department,” Public Relations Director at PAM
Aseel Al-Maziad told Kuwait Times. 

The penalties for violat-
ing companies are set
according to the following
process: “After the inspec-
tor gives the violating
employer a notice to avoid
the violation, they visit the
location again. If the viola-
tion is repeated, then the
employer will have to pay a
fine of KD 100 to KD 200
for each worker,” she said.
The worker does not bear

any responsibility. “Whether the worker decided to
work during the ban hours by himself or the employer
asked him to do so, in all cases the employer takes full
responsibility for this violation and the worker will not
be penalized,” stressed Maziad.        

1,219 outdoor labor ban violations
registered in two months in Kuwait

Violators face fines of up to KD 200 for each worker 

KUWAIT: This file photo shows workers at a construction site in Kuwait while working during outdoor
ban hours.

Earth cannot tolerate
more Amazon
destruction: 
Kuwaiti expert
KUWAIT: Planet Earth cannot tolerate more destruc-
tion in the Amazon, a Kuwaiti meteorologist said yes-
terday, warning that “the globe’s lungs are being
burned.” The Amazon forests are where 33 million peo-
ple live along with 240 local indigenous Amazon com-
munities, as well as 400,000 plant species, 370 reptiles
and 300 types of marine life, Meteorologist Essa
Ramadan said in a statement yesterday, adding that the
Amazon rainforests are able to reduce global warming
and adapt to it.

On Kuwait’s weather, Ramadan said humidity is
expected to continue until the weekend, adding that it
may return at the start of September, which indicates a
change in the weather. Yesterday marked the first day
of the ‘Suhail season’, he said, adding the Suhail star

(Canopus) is in the south of the Arabian Peninsula and
will be visible in Kuwait after September 5.

PORTO VELHO: Aerial picture showing a burnt piece of land in the Amazon rainforest, about 65 km
from Porto Velho, in the state of Rondonia, in northern Brazil, on August 23, 2019. — AFP

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Kuwait International
Airport customs officials foiled
four separate attempts to smug-
gle drugs into Kuwait in the past
few days. In the first case, a
passenger arriving from Europe
was noticed to be nervous, so
her luggage was searched and
19 pieces of mushrooms mixed
with a highly potent drug were
found. Another passenger from
Europe had cocaine on him,
while an Arab man arriving from
his country had several hashish
pieces. A European man had a
marijuana joint which was found

by an officer.
Meanwhile, Nuwaiseeb border

outlet supervisor Bilal Al-
Khamees said his men foiled yes-
terday an attempt to smuggle 425
cigarette cartons and 1,127 vap-
ing flavor vials hidden in a Gulf
national’s vehicle. The contraband
was confiscated and will be sold
in an auction.

In other news, three vehicles
were engulfed in flames in a
Salmiya yard. Salmiya and Bidaa
fire stations responded and
fought the blaze to avoid more
losses. Investigations are being
made to determine the cause of
the fire.

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The manpower authority
suspended 16 files of fishing boat owners
and summoned seven others. It said this
action comes in cooperation with the
commerce and industry ministry and the
Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs
and Fish Resources with the situation in
the fish market in mind, as boat owners
refraining from fishing negatively affects
the fish market. The authority said it took
the precautionary measure to guarantee

no repeat of boat owners and fishermen
violating the law. It said it is keen on tak-
ing care of the public’s interests and
maintaining stability in the marketplace.
Separately, three ruling family members
complained against a Kuwaiti man and
his son allegedly for swindling them out
of KD 350,000. The suspects received
money from the complainants to invest it
in real estate, but they took the money
and refused to return it, the plaintiffs told
police. Both suspects were arrested and
are being questioned.

Action taken against 16 ‘non-
cooperating’ fish boat owners

Kuwait airport customs stop
4 passengers with drugs 

KUWAIT: The first stage of
developing the Seventh Ring
Road and asphalt pavement
started Thursday night, the
Public Authority for Roads and
Transport (PART) said.
Meanwhile work on Salmi Road
also began earlier in the week,
PART said, noting that asphalt
paving on the Zour-Wafra
Road, as well as road 6.5 south
of Abdullah Al-Mubarak also
began.  In the meantime, the
road leading from Sabah Al-
Salem to Seventh Ring Road
(Al-Ghous Road) is also being
worked on, a PART source
concluded.

Road maintenance works ongoing

Employer 
takes full 
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