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Sparks fly on big screen as Depardieu meets 
Houellebecq in (booze-free) French spa

Contrive a meeting between France’s most notorious and
controversial novelist Michel Houellebecq and most
notorious and controversial actor Gerard Depardieu in a
luxury spa. Ban them from beverages and cigarettes. And

film the results. This is what French director Guillaume Nicloux has
done in his new film “Thalasso”, blurring the line between fiction
and documentary and offering fresh insight into two of modern
France’s best-known but provocative figures. In the movie, which
hit French cinemas on Wednesday, Depardieu, 70, celebrated for
his talent as much as his love of excess, meets Houellebecq, 63,
famed for his polemical and visionary novels, at a thalassotherapy
seawater spa in Normandy.

Both men, who play themselves, are not in the least convinced
by the spa treatment and are particularly frustrated by the ban on
smoking and alcohol at the facility. Houellebecq meets Depardieu
while he is smoking in secret and, clad in regulation white fluffy
dressing gowns, they begin meeting in their rooms to enjoy good
beverages and discuss life, death and politics.

‘Being more themselves’
“I wanted both Michel and Gerard to go into a creative process

that is very particular. There was a script, a written document, but
also everything that happened on the sidelines,” Nicloux told AFP.
“What interests me is exploring areas that are ambiguous and
sometimes troubled, and the advantage of this process is it gives
them the chance to be even more themselves than if I had made a
documentary.”

Nicloux has worked with both men before and in 2014 made a
film called “The Kidnapping of Michel Houellebecq” where the
author is kidnapped during a promotional tour. In “Thalasso”
Houellebecq again meets with his cinematic abductors. The pair
become an unlikely comic duo, with the cynical, mordant humor of
the wiry Houellebecq a sometimes hilarious foil to the massive
Depardieu’s extravagant panache. “I should have been a candidate

in the elections,” muses Houellebecq, sitting on a lounger by the
pool. “I did not know that (President Emmanuel) Macron would
mess up so fast. I think I would do better.” “All this politics is shit,”
interjects Depardieu, his dressing gown open to reveal his ample
chest. “I don’t want to be their stooge. They are all the same, they
say the same things.”

‘Shame of France’ 
Houellebecq shot to fame with nihilistic novels depicting

misogynistic men trapped in loveless existences and hooked on
casual sex. His latest novel “Serotonin”-about a hard-drinking and
depressed employee at the agriculture ministry in Paris who dis-
covers the hardship of rural France-became an instant bestseller

after it was published earlier this year. His previous novel
“Submission”, published in French on the same day  jihadists
attacked the satirical weekly Charlie Hebdo on January 7, 2015,
predicts that France will elect a Muslim president in 2022 and be
subject to Sharia law.

But in a sign of his importance within the cultural establishment
that he nominally scorns, Macron in April awarded Houellebecq
the Legion d’honneur, France’s top honor. Depardieu, the star of
classic French films “The Last Metro” and “Cyrano de Bergerac”,
has in recent years been in the spotlight as much for his private life
as for his career. Prosecutors in June closed a case into allegations
Depardieu raped a young actress due to lack of evidence. He had
always maintained his innocence. —AFP

French film director Guillaume Nicloux posing during a photo
session in Paris.

French director Guillaume Nicloux (left) and French actor
Gerard Depardieu posing during a photocall for the film “Valley
of Love” at the 68th Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, southeast-
ern France. — AFP photos

Slipknot have announced a 2020 UK and
European tour. Corey Taylor and co
knocked Ed Sheeran off the number
one spot with their comeback LP ‘We

Are Not Your Kind’ - their first number one
record since 2001’s ‘Iowa’ - as it dethroned the
‘Shape of You’ hitmaker’s ‘No 6 Collaborations’
last week, and now they have announced a
lengthy tour for next year in support of the
acclaimed album.  Frontman Corey said: “It
feels good to be coming back for an extensive
tour of Europe and the UK. “No matter how
many times we come there, it always feels like
we can never get enough, nor play ALL the
cities we want to. 

“But one thing’s for certain: the audiences
are ALWAYS some of the best in the world.
(sic)” The extensive run kicks off in Dublin on
January 14, and includes a stop at The O2 in
London on January 25. The heavy metal leg-
ends will then tour throughout Europe, with the
last schedule show currently in Helsinki on
February 24. The band are currently touring
their Knotfest festival across the US in support
of ‘We Are Not Your Kind’, and percussionist
Shawn ‘Clown’ Crahan recently revealed while
the band are keen to bring the metal extrava-
ganza to the UK, they don’t want to rush and
“mess things up”. — Bang Showbiz
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Billie Eilish says being “strong-
willed” has helped her to avoid
being “used and manipulated” in
the music industry. The 17-year-

old singer/songwriter has opened up
about her first meeting with music man-
agement when she was 13 years old, and
recalls people saying she is “going to be
used” in the industry and look at her as if
to say she was going to have a “horrible
career”.  She said: “There has been a
whole world of young, especially female
artists, and every artist (not just young)
being used and manipulated by the
stereotypical label or industry. “There’s
kind of this weird name on everything now
where it’s like, people expect that.

“I remember the first time I had any
sort of meeting with a label or manage-
ment, I was 13. I think the only people that
didn’t look at me like I was going to have a
horrible career were the people that I
ended up working with. Everyone was just
like, ‘Oh, you’re 13, yikes, you’re going to
be used,’ and this and that.  “And I am like,
‘Yo, y’all are the people that would use me
in the situation you are talking about.’ So, I
don’t know what that is supposed to mean.
The only people who didn’t say that s**t
were the people that I felt an energy and
connection with.”

But Billie feels “really lucky and grate-

ful” with the support she has received
from her team, because she has “never
had any issues” with people attempting to
“pull her in different directions”.
Speaking to Pharrell Williams for V
Magazine, she added: “I am really, really
lucky and grateful that I have had the
experience that I had with my label and
with my team and everyone, because I
never had any issues with people trying to
pull me in a different direction, one in
which I would not want to be headed.  “I
think that might just be because I have
always been the kind of person that knows
what I want, and if it’s not what I want, then
I am not going to do it. — BangShowbiz

Billie Eilish: Being strong-willed has
helped avoid music industry manipulation


