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GAROWE: The president of Jubbaland, a So-
mali region critical to East Africa’s fight
against al Shabaab militants, won a fresh term
yesterday, the parliamentary speaker said,
amid a growing rift between the federal gov-
ernment and its semi-autonomous states.
Ahmed Mohamed Madobe, a top security
partner for neighbouring Kenya, which helps
Somalia fight the militant group, won 56 of the
74 votes cast by lawmakers in the regional
parliament, speaker Cabdi Maxamed Abdirah-
maan said. 

The bitter local contest has stoked tensions
between Kenya and Ethiopia, longtime allies
who both have large contingents of peace-
keepers in the country and see Jubbaland as a
buffer zone against Islamist attacks in their
own countries. Kenya supports Madobe, while
Ethiopia has grown increasingly close to the
federal government in Mogadishu.

“I am ready to sit and speak with all people,

including the opposition. I will speak and work
with anyone who has a complaint,” Madobe
told parliament after the vote. There was no
immediate reaction from the central govern-
ment in Mogadishu to the result. Mogadishu
said on Saturday it would not recognize the
result, saying the candidate selection process
had violated the national constitution.

It has accused Madobe of interfering in the
process and has backed opposition candidates,
who were rejected by the electoral commission
when they attempted to register. Not all of So-
malia’s stakeholders have confidence in the
process and there is a risk that the vote’s out-
come will not be widely accepted, the United
Nations mission in Somalia said last week. The
barred opposition candidates said they held
their own vote in Kismayo yesterday, electing
Abdirashid Mohamed Hidig.

The impact of this parallel vote was not im-
mediately clear. Ahead of the vote, the group

of barred opposition candidates said in a
statement: “Our parallel government formation
will continue until the other side stops the
process.” The re-elected leader Madobe
ousted Shabaab from Jubbaland’s capital in
2012 with the help of Kenyan forces, took
power and was elected in 2015. Analysts say
that Somalia’s president Mohamed Abdullahi
Farmaajo must exert greater control over Jub-
baland and the other regions ahead of national
elections next year and that he does not see
Madobe as a viable partner.

Militant threat
Jubbaland is the third of the country’s seven

semi-autonomous regions to hold presidential
elections before next year’s national presiden-
tial vote. With lush farmland, good seasonal
rainfall and a strategically important port in
Kismayo, it is seen as the breadbasket of So-
malia. Its shoreline delineates a hotly con-

tested maritime zone claimed by both Somalia
and Kenya with potential oil and gas deposits.
But Shabaab controls swathes of territory and
towns in Jubbaland and it may exploit the spat
over the election, analysts say. The militants,
who want to overthrow the Somali government
and impose Islamic law, have killed hundreds
of civilians across East Africa and thousands
of Somalis in a decade-long insurgency.

The political divisions could benefit
Shabaab if Jubbaland’s military is distracted by
fending off “enemies” including Ethiopian
troops supporting the central government,
proxy groups backed by Somalia’s presidency,
and even federal troops, said Faisal Roble, a
Horn of Africa analyst. “Jubbaland will be
pressed hard by all these fronts.” Somalia has
been trying to claw its way out of the embers
of the civil war that engulfed it in 1991, when
clan warlords overthrew a dictator and then
turned on each other. —Reuters
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India faces defiance 
in ‘Kashmir’s Gaza’
SRINAGAR: Young men sit beside a pile of rocks and a bonfire,
protecting the only entrance to a besieged neighborhood they
call “Kashmir’s Gaza” as a mosque loudspeaker broadcasts slo-
gans of liberation. In an act of defiance against New Delhi’s con-
troversial decision to strip the Muslim-majority region of its
autonomy, Soura neighborhood on the outskirts of Kashmir’s main
city of Srinagar has sealed itself off from security forces. Since
early August, residents have erected ramshackle barricades of tin
sheets, wooden logs, oil tanks and concrete pillars, and dug
trenches to keep soldiers at bay amid daily protests against India.

“They can only enter Soura over our bodies. We won’t give
even an inch of land to India,” Mufeed, a resident who volun-
teers to guard the neighborhood at night said. “Just like Gaza is
resisting Israel, we will fight for our motherland with all our
might,” Mufeed added. Kashmir has waged a three-decade long
armed rebellion against Indian rule with tens of thousands of
lives, mostly civilians, lost in the conflict.

Ahead of the announcement, India rushed tens of thousands
of extra troops to the restive region to join 500,000 already in
the valley, and imposed a strict clampdown fearing further un-
rest. But protests have broken out, with the lower-middle class
Soura leading the way. At least 15,000 people rallied on August
9 - the biggest demonstration in Kashmir so far. They were met
by security forces firing live ammunition, tear gas and pellet
guns to disperse the crowds, with more than two dozen people
reportedly injured.

‘Go India, go back’ 
Soura, a crammed lakeside community of more than 2,000

homes, is surrounded by security forces on three sides. The
renowned mosque Jenab Saeb has become an assembly point
for thousands of protesters in the neighborhood. Every night,
residents march through its narrow lanes, carrying torches and
passing graffiti with the words “Freedom for Kashmir” and “Go
India, go back”. Locals pass along messages if they spot any po-
lice movement on the main highway just beyond Soura. —AFP

Tiger by the tail: 
Pakistan’s militant 
challenge in Kashmir
MUZAFFARABAD: Pressure is mounting on Pakistan to contain
militants itching for a fight with arch-nemesis India amid growing
calls for action in its escalating dispute with New Delhi over Kash-
mir. Just last week, hundreds rallied in Pakistani Kashmir, calling
for armed retaliation over India’s decision to revoke the special
autonomy granted to its portion of the Muslim-majority region.

Delhi’s move earlier this month upended a decades-old para-
digm with nuclear-armed rival Pakistan, which also claims the for-
mer princely state, and left Islamabad scrambling for international
support against the move. But in the mosques and marketplaces
of Muzaffarabad in Pakistani-administered Kashmir, the calls for
jihad are gaining momentum — even as analysts warn that any
militant violence could backfire on Islamabad.

“If India doesn’t stop the oppression then, God willing, it will
find us there with guns,” protester Tariq Ismail told AFP at a march
organised by the US-designated terrorist group Hizb-ul-Mu-
jahideen. Residents elsewhere in the city suggested that India’s
move is set to radicalise a new generation, years after the insur-
gency that began in the 1980s in Indian-held Kashmir claimed the
first of tens of thousands of lives. “I have six children. I will send
them for jihad... God willing our morale is gaining momentum,”
said Muhammad Amjad, a 47-year-old former militant. 

Bilouri Begum, 41, lost her husband, cousin and nephew to the
earlier fighting. “I brought up my sons. God willing, I will send
them (for jihad) and will also go with them,” she told AFP, tears
rolling down her cheeks. The sentiment is not limited to the fringes.
Pakistan’s most high-profile news anchor, Hamid Mir, hosted three
former Pakistani diplomats on his show on Geo News this week,
all of whom supported violent resistance in Indian-held Kashmir.
“Even if people go from Pakistan (to join) a legitimate resistance,
that’s legal,” argued former ambassador to the US Ashraf Qazi.

Kashmir has been divided between India and Pakistan since
independence in 1947. They have fought two full-scale wars and
countless skirmishes over it. Washington and New Delhi have
long accused Islamabad of fanning the insurgency in Indian-
held Kashmir, and of weaponising jihadist groups as proxies to
attack India. 

The deadliest such attack came in Mumbai in 2008, when mil-
itants from Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba killed more than 160
people.  Any fresh militant attack at this delicate moment “will
have severe implications for Pakistan”, security analyst Amir Rana
said. Insurgents nearly triggered an all-out war in February after
a suicide bombing claimed by Pakistan-based militants in Indian
Kashmir sparked tit-for-tat air strikes — the first ever between
nuclear-armed powers. —AFP

LAHORE: Religious students shout slogans during a protest against India in La-
hore as they condemn India’s decision to strip the disputed Kashmir region of
its special autonomy and impose a lockdown two weeks ago. —AFP


