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PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron told
Prime Minister Boris Johnson yesterday that
there was not enough time to wholly rewrite
Britain’s Brexit divorce deal before an Oct 31
deadline. Johnson met Macron at the Elysee
Palace a day after talks in Berlin with German
Chancellor Angela Merkel, who challenged
Britain to come up with alternatives to the
agreed safety net provision for the UK-Irish land
border.

More than three years after the United King-
dom voted to quit the European Union, it is still
unclear on what terms - or indeed whether - the
bloc’s second largest economy will leave the club
it joined in 1973. Macron left the door open to
Britain seeking a solution to the Irish “backstop”,
but said any alternative must respect both the in-
tegrity of the EU single market and stability on
the divided island of Ireland. “I want to be very
clear: in the month ahead, we will not find a new
withdrawal agreement that deviates far from the
original,” Macron said after a warm handshake
with the British premier.

However, the British pound, sensitive to the
prospect of a ‘no-deal’ exit, jumped more than
half a cent after Merkel said she had not set
Johnson a 30-day deadline to propose a solu-
tion to the border issue, and that it could be
achieved by Oct 31. On his first trip abroad
since entering 10 Downing Street a month ago,
Johnson has warned Merkel and Macron that
they face a potentially disorderly no-deal Brexit
on Oct 31 unless the EU does a new deal.

‘Let’s get Brexit done’
Johnson told Macron that he believed it was

still possible to agree one in time for the Oct. 31
deadline, and that he had been “powerfully en-
couraged” by what he had heard from Merkel on
Wednesday. “Let’s get Brexit done, let’s get it done
sensibly and pragmatically and in the interests of
both sides and let’s not wait until October 31,”
Johnson said. “Let’s get on now in deepening and
intensifying the friendship and partnership be-
tween us.”

Johnson, an ardent Brexiteer, is betting that the
threat of ‘no-deal’ Brexit turmoil will convince
Merkel and Macron that the EU should do a last-
minute deal to suit his demands. He has repeated
promises to leave on Oct. 31 - with or without a
deal. Macron insisted Britain’s destiny lay in John-
son’s hands alone. He said the EU did not want a
‘no-deal’ scenario, but would be ready if it hap-
pened. The political crisis in London over Brexit
has left allies and investors puzzled by a country
that for decades seemed a confident pillar of
Western economic and political stability.

Many investors say a ‘no-deal’ Brexit would
hurt the economies of Britain the EU and the wider
world, roil financial markets and weaken London’s
position as the pre-eminent international financial
centre. Macron said that any new solution to the
problem of the Irish border had to be found in the
next month. Signaling that the ball was in the UK’s
court, he said: “If we cannot find alternatives, then
it will be because of a deeper problem, a political
one, a British political problem. “And for that, ne-

gotiations can’t help. It will be up to the prime min-
ister to make that choice, it won’t be up to us.”

Irish border
After Brexit, the frontier between Ireland and

the UK province of Northern Ireland will be the
only land border between the EU and Britain. The
EU wants to ensure that it does not become a back
door for goods to enter the EU’s single market -
which guarantees free movement of goods, capital,
services and labor. Ireland for its part says checks

could undermine the 1998 Good Friday agreement,
which brought peace to Northern Ireland after
more than 3,600 died in a three-decade conflict
between unionists who wanted the province to re-
main British and Irish nationalists who want it to
join a united Ireland ruled from Dublin. The back-
stop, negotiated by Johnson’s predecessor Theresa
May, provides for Britain to remain in a temporary
customs union with the EU after Brexit, avoiding
the need for any ‘hard’ border infrastructure, until
a better solution is found. —Reuters

Too late for a new Brexit deal, 
France’s Macron tells Johnson

‘No-deal’ Brexit would be UK’s fault

PARIS: Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson (right) speaks during a meeting with French President Emmanuel
Macron at the Elysee Palace in Paris yesterday. —AFP

US man arrested for 
castrating man he met 
on eunuch website
MIAMI: A man has been arrested in Florida for castrating a com-
panion who submitted to the procedure voluntarily after they met
on an internet fetish site specializing in eunuchs. “This one is a little...
let’s just say sensitive. You could even say it’s kinda nuts,” the High-
land County Sheriff’s Office said in a statement posted on Facebook
after the arrest. Gary Van Ryswyk, 74, came to the door when sher-
iff’s deputies knocked on Sunday and told them he had just cas-
trated a man, who was bleeding heavily on a bed with a towel over
his groin. A pink container nearby held “two body parts that had
recently been much closer to the victim,” the sheriff’s office said.

The victim, who was not identified, was taken to hospital and
later flown to a regional medical center where he was in stable con-
dition. According to the sheriff’s office, Van Ryswyk had outfitted
the bedroom as an operating theater with medical equipment and
a video camera to record the procedure. He told deputies he met
the victim through a site for people with castration fetishes, and
that it wasn’t the first time he had attempted the procedure.

He said a castration attempt that he performed in a motel a few
years ago “turned out pretty much like this one,” with the man end-
ing up in the hospital. Van Ryswyk told the victim he had experi-
mented on animals and even removed one of his own testicles in
2012, according to the sheriff’s office. —AFP

Immigration to 
Britain falls to 
5-year low 
LONDON: Net immigration to Britain sank to its lowest since
2013 during the year to the end of March, driven by a sustained
fall in the number of immigrants from the European Union since
2016’s Brexit referendum, official figures showed yesterday.
Rising immigration was a major public concern when Britain
voted to leave the EU, though it has since dropped down peo-
ple’s list of worries. Nonetheless, Prime Minister Boris John-
son’s government plans to introduce restrictions on EU
migration as after Britain leaves the bloc on Oct. 31.

Some 612,000 people moved to the United Kingdom dur-
ing the 12 months to March, while 385,000 people emigrated,
reducing net immigration to 226,000, its lowest since the 12
months to the end of December 2013, the Office for National
Statistics said. The data is based on a new experimental series
that aims to reduce previous flaws that led to an undercount-
ing of EU long-term immigrants and overestimating how many
non-EU students remained in Britain after their studies.

Even after these adjustments, net inflows of non-EU mi-
grants remain close to the record high of 236,000 set in the
12 months to September 2018, at 219,000 in the year to March.
However the net number of EU immigrants appears to have
fallen sharply, to 59,000 in the year to March from a peak of
218,000 in 2015. This is one of the lowest figures in the past
10 years, though comparisons are approximate as the ONS

has so far only applied its latest, more accurate estimation
techniques to EU migration data from before June 2016.

Debt crisis
Immigration to Britain from the rest of the European Union

surged after the euro zone debt crisis in 2012, as southern Eu-
ropeans sought better job opportunities in Britain, on top of
east Europeans seeking higher wages.

Madeleine Sumption, director of the University of Oxford’s
Migration Observatory, said the data pointed to a return to
the pre-financial crisis trend in net EU migration, and wide-
spread departures of current EU residents in Britain looked
unlikely. “EU emigration (is) still significant but now stable -
and not the ‘mass post-Brexit exodus’ some talked about. Per-
haps not surprising - most EU citizens (are) now resident here
for a while, so are quite settled,” she said.

Immigration from outside the EU, which Britain’s govern-
ment has much more legal control over, has steadily risen after
a dip in the middle of the decade, despite a British government
goal to cut total net immigration to under 100,000 a year.
Johnson has said that after Brexit, future immigrants from the
EU will be subject to a “skills-based” test similar to that ap-
plied by Australia, as well as criminal record checks.

MigrationWatch, a group that wants less immigration, said
after yesterday’s figures that inflows of immigrants were still
“far too high” and that Brexit was a “golden opportunity” to
impose greater controls. A June 2019 poll by market re-
searchers ICM showed that 53% of Britons wanted to reduce
immigration, while only 13% wanted an increase. However, only
21% of respondents had a strongly negative view of immigra-
tion - slightly fewer than were strongly positive - and most
were fairly indifferent. —Reuters


