
TEHRAN: Iran unveiled its new home-grown air
defense system yesterday at a time of increased
tensions with the United States. Iranian officials
have previously called Bavar-373 the Islamic re-
public’s first domestically produced long-range
missile defense system. Tehran began making
Bavar-which means “believe”-after the purchase of
Russia’s S-300 system was suspended in 2010 due
to international sanctions.

President Hassan Rouhani attended the unveil-
ing ceremony for the mobile surface-to-air system
and ordered it to be added to Iran’s missile de-
fense network, state news agency IRNA reported.
“The long-range Bavar-373 missile system is
suited to Iran’s geography with a range of more
than 200 kilometres (124 miles) ... and competes
with Russian and American systems such as S-
300 and Patriot,” IRNA said. The system is “better
than S-300 and close to S-400”, Rouhani said in
televised remarks after the ceremony, held on
Iran’s “national defence industry day”.

Pictures released by his office showed the sys-
tem mounted on the back of military trucks in
Tehran. Iran installed the S-300 system in March
2016 following several years of delays, after a nu-
clear agreement reached with world powers the
previous year allowed the lifting of international
sanctions. Yesterday’s unveiling takes place
against a backdrop of rising tensions with Wash-
ington since President Donald Trump last year

withdrew the United States from the nuclear deal
and reimposed sanctions. Iran shot down a US
Global Hawk drone with a surface-to-air missile
in June for allegedly violating its airspace, which
the United States denies.

Iran is prepared to work on French proposals
to salvage the international nuclear deal that
Tehran signed with world powers in 2015 but it
will not tolerate US interference in the Gulf, its for-
eign minister said yesterday. At a time of height-
ened friction between Tehran and Washington,
Iran also displayed what it described as a domes-
tically built long-range, surface-to-air missile air
defense system.

The United State abandoned the international
nuclear deal in May last year and stepped up sanc-
tions on the Islamic Republic. In an effort to prop
up the agreement, French President Emmanuel
Macron offered on Wednesday to either soften
sanctions on Iran or provide a compensation
mechanism “to enable the Iranian people to live
better” in return for full compliance with the pact.

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif, speaking at at the Norwegian Institute of In-
ternational Affairs, said he was looking forward to
having a serious conversation with Macron in Paris
today. “There are proposals on the table, both from
the French and the Iranian side, and we are going
to work on those proposals tomorrow,” he said.
Zarif also warned against US efforts to create a se-

curity mission, which so far Britain, Australia and
Bahrain have joined, to guard shipping in the Strait
of Hormuz, a vital gateway for global oil supplies.

“It’s clear that the US’ intention..(of having a)
naval presence in the Gulf is to counter Iran..
Don’t expect us to remain quiet when somebody
comes to our waters and threatens us,” Zarif said.
Several international merchant vessels have been
attacked in the Gulf in recent months in incidents
that have rocked global commodity trading. The

United States has blamed Iran, which denies the
accusations.

Adding to the fraught mood, British forces
seized an Iranian tanker off Gibraltar in July then
Iranian Revolutionary Guards detained a British
vessel in the Gulf. In his speech in Oslo, Zarif said
Iran would not start a war in the Gulf but it would
defend itself. “Will there be a war in the Persian
Gulf? I can tell you that we will not start the
war...but we will defend ourselves.” —Agencies 
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Indonesia cuts off 
internet in Papua 
over unrest fears
JAKARTA: Indonesia has cut off internet access
in unrest-hit Papua over fears that a stream of
offensive and racist online posts would spark
more violent protests in the region, the govern-
ment said yesterday. Riots and demonstrations
brought several Papuan cities to a standstill this
week, as buildings were torched and street bat-
tles broke out between police and protesters in
Indonesia’s easternmost territory. 

A rebel insurgency against Jakarta’s rule has
simmered for decades in the resource-rich but
impoverished island, which shares a border with
Papua New Guinea. The riots appear to have
been triggered by the arrest of dozens of Papuan
students in Java at the weekend, who were also
pelted with racist abuse.

Indonesia had slowed internet service in re-
cent days to clamp down on hoaxes and
provocative comments targeting Papua’s ethnic
Melanesian population.

But it shut down service completely late
Wednesday, although many users still managed
to get around the block. “The amount of racist
and provocative content was very high... and it
went viral,” communications ministry spokesman
Ferdinandus Setu said. Calm appeared to have
been mostly restored yesterday after Indonesia
sent in 1,200 extra police and military to Papua.
A few dozen protesters were arrested.

Several police officers had been injured, and
there are unconfirmed reports of wounded
demonstrators. No deaths have been reported.
The unrest came after reports that authorities
tear-gassed and briefly detained some 43
Papuan university students in Surabaya, Indone-
sia’s second-biggest city, on Saturday - the
country’s independence day. Police in riot gear
stormed a dormitory to force out students who
allegedly destroyed an Indonesian flag, as a
group of protesters shouted racial slurs at them,
calling them “monkeys” and “dogs”.

‘Second-class citizens’ 
In Jakarta yesterday, more than 100 demon-

strators scuffled with police near the presidential
palace as they called for Papuan independence.
Some were dressed in traditional clothing and
with their faces painted in the image of Papua’s
banned flag. “Papuan students are treated like
second-class citizens,” university student Mika
Dabe told AFP. “Our dignity and pride have been
trampled on.” In riot-hit Sorong, Indonesia’s
chief security minister Wiranto yesterday ap-
pealed for calm, as he referred to Papua as the
nation’s “golden child”.

“Indonesia’s unity is non-negotiable,” the
minister, who goes by one name, told reporters.
“Don’t let negativity divide us.” Wiranto had
flown to Papua with the head of the military and
Indonesia’s national police chief, while President
Joko Widodo was expected to visit next week.
In Bali’s capital Denpasar, dozens rallied and car-
ried placards that read “Stop Racism” and “Stop
Genocide”. “It was discriminatory and racist,”
said rally coordinator Jeeno Dogomo, referring
to the Surabaya arrests.  — AFP 

TEHRAN: A handout picture provided shows Iranian-made air defense missile system Bavar 373 (‘believe’ in
farsi) during a ceremony in Tehran yesterday. — AFP 

Alternate lives: 
Korean orphans’ 
quests for answers
SEOUL: On a summer’s day in 1985 a seven-
year-old boy sat alone at a crowded bus station
in Seoul, sobbing as he waited desperately for his
mother to return. Jo Youn-hwan was wearing a
baseball uniform that his mother had bought him
a few days before-the only gift she had ever given
him. She told him to wait for her before leaving him
at the terminal. So he did, increasingly terrified as
day turned to dusk. “I’ll be a really good kid if only
she chooses to return,” he promised himself, over
and over again. “I’ll be a really, really good kid.”

She never did.
Jo was taken into South Korea’s orphanage

system, but even though the country was for
decades one of the world’s biggest exporters of
children, he was already too old for most adoptive
parents’ preferences. Never chosen by a new fam-
ily, he spent the rest of his childhood in what he
describes as a vicious and rigidly hierarchical in-
stitution, before “aging out” at 20. Children died
of curable illnesses and older ones abused
younger ones on a daily basis, he said. 

“When a new kid arrived and cried because he
was scared, the ritual was to cover his body with
a blanket and beat him with a bat until he
stopped,” he told AFP. Rooms and clothes were
filthy, the food often rotten and inedible. For years,
he wondered what would have happened if he had

been adopted.  “My life wouldn’t have been so full
of ‘han’,” he said-a Korean word describing unre-
solved sadness and resentment. But many of those
who were picked ask themselves similar questions.

Better life?
International adoption from South Korea began

after the Korean War as a way to remove mixed-
race children, born to local mothers and American
GI fathers, from a country that emphasized ethnic
homogeneity.  More recently the main driver has
been babies born to unmarried women, who still
face ostracism in a patriarchal society, and accord-
ing to historians, are often forced to give up their
children. Most children remain institutionalized till
adulthood as many South Koreans are reluctant to
adopt. The country has sent some 180,000 chil-
dren overseas over the years, mostly to the US.
“This logic of rescue remained strong in the minds
of Americans and Koreans alike: rich Americans
could give a Korean child a better life than they
could ever have in Korea with poor parents or a
single mother,” said Arissa Oh, who researches
race, family and migration at Boston College in the
US. Among children placed in orphanages, the
youngest, “most attractive and healthiest” were se-
lected for overseas adoption, Oh told AFP.

The idea of rescue “erased the consumerism”
of international adoption, providing justification
for taking children from their country of birth, she
added. For many adoptees, that narrative has often
led to a sense of alienation in their new lives. “My
whole life I have been told-by adopters, col-
leagues and at school-I should be grateful, and
had I not been adopted I would’ve had to live in
the streets as a prostitute,” Hanna Johansson, a
Korean adoptee in Sweden, explained. —AFP 


