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LONDON: Australia batsman Steve Smith just missed his
third Ashes hundred in as many innings after returning fol-
lowing a sickening blow to the neck from a Jofra Archer
bouncer on the fourth day of the second Test against
England at Lord’s yesterday.

Smith left the field during the day’s second session. He
came back and was eventually out leg before wicket for 92,
the first time this series he had failed to make three figures.
The star batsman was on 80 when he turned away from an
express delivery from England fast bowler Archer timed at
92.4 mph. The ball struck him on the side of the neck and
head.   Smith, fell face forward onto the ground. He was
wearing a helmet without the additional neck protection
that was introduced following the death of Phillip Hughes
after his former Australia team-mate died after being hit by
a bouncer in a 2014 domestic Sheffield Shield match in
Sydney.

Smith received several minutes of on-field treatment
involving both Australian and English medical staff. He got
to his feet but, after a prolonged conversation with
Australia team doctor Richard Saw, decided to retire hurt. 

Smith received a generous round of applause as he
walked back into the pavilion. Australia were then 203-6,
55 runs behind England’s first-innings 258. World Cup-
winner Archer, making his Test debut, had previously
struck Smith on his unprotected forearm with another
bouncer during a fiery eight-over spell that cost 31 runs.

Smith resumed his innings as soon as he could. After 46
minutes off the field, he came back in when Peter Siddle
was caught behind off Chris Woakes to leave Australia
218-7. From the second and third balls he faced on his
return, Smith hit two fours off Woakes: a slammed shot
over mid-on followed by a backfoot drive through the cov-

ers. But on 92, facing his ninth ball after resuming, Smith
shouldered arms to a Woakes delivery that nipped back
and was plumb lbw to leave Australia 234-8. Smith turned
towards the pavilion, signalling that he was reviewing
umpire Chris Gaffaney’s decision almost as an after-
thought. Replays confirmed his dismissal, with Smith
receiving more applause from the MCC members in the
pavilion as he walked back in. 

‘ONGOING MONITORING’ 
A Cricket Australia spokesman, explaining how Smith

had been allowed to resume his innings, said: “Steve was
hit on the neck below the left ear.  “He was assessed lying
on the pitch at the instructions of team doctor Richard
Saw.  “Dr Saw made the precautionary decision to remove
Steve from the field of play to have him further assessed
under Cricket Australia’s head impact protocol. Steve then
passed his assessments and will now be monitored on an
ongoing basis, as is routine.”

As for Smith’s arm injury, the spokesman added: “Prior
to the blow to his neck, Steve suffered a bruised left arm.
“He was given a compression bandage on the field of play
to reduce the swelling  and he took a painkiller. 

“The arm was then iced in the dressing room before he
returned to bat following the blow to his neck. It’ll be
assessed on an ongoing basis.” Only England’s Herbert
Sutcliffe (1924/25) and Australia’s Charlie Macartney
(1926) and Arthur Morris (1946/47) have scored hundreds
in three successive Ashes innings. 

But this innings saw Smith become the first batsman to
post seven consecutive Ashes scores of fifty or more. His
half-century at Lord’s followed the 30-year-old Smith’s
superb scores of 144 and 142 in Australia’s 251-run win in

the series opener at Edgbaston last week — his first Test
since he completed a 12-month ban for his role in a ball-

tampering scandal in South Africa that cost him the
Australia captaincy. — AFP

Brave Smith out for 92 after 
being hit in head by bouncer

Smith, first batsman to post seven consecutive Ashes scores of fifty 

US NBA squad off 
to Australia before 
making last cuts
LOS ANGELES: United States coach Gregg
Popovich has decided to take 14 NBA players to
Australia for workouts before the Basketball
World Cup in China, knowing only 12 will make
the final roster.

The Americans will try to capture a third consecu-
tive World Cup crown next month with a lineup that
lacks many of the league’s superstars but boasts top
young talent guided by the veteran San Antonio
Spurs mastermind.

After the weekend trek to Australia, the US squad
will have more time to analyze talent and chemistry
while players can make a final case to be included on
the World Cup squad.

“It seemed like the right thing to do,” Popovich
said. It’s also a safeguard against injuries as US
guard Marcus Smart of the Boston Celtics missed
Friday’s 90-81 exhibition triumph over Spain at
Anaheim with a calf strain.

“The wins and losses are pretty unimportant at
this time,” Popovich said. “It’s more about getting
better, getting together, a group learning to execute
together.”

Sacramento’s Harrison Barnes, a member of the
2016 Rio Olympic gold medal squad, and Boston’s
Kemba Walker, the only one of 11 US players voted
onto one of the three All-NBA third team this past
season on the roster, are among those joining Smart
on the trip to Australia.

The other squad members are Boston’s Jaylen
Brown and Jayson Tatum; Milwaukee’s Brook Lopez
and Khris Middleton; Sacramento’s De’Aaron Fox,
Brooklyn’s Joe Harris, Utah’s Donovan Mitchell,
Indiana’s Myles Turner, Denver’s Mason Plumlee, San
Antonio’s Derrick White and Kyle Kuzma†of the Los
Angeles Lakers.

The Americans will work August 19-24 in
†Melbourne, with exhibition games there against
Australia on Thursday and Saturday, then work
August 25-28 at Sydney with an August 26 matchup
there against Canada. — AFP

LONDON: Australia’s Pat Cummins (R) celebrates taking the wicket of England’s captain Joe Root (unseen) for no runs during
play on the fourth day of the second Ashes cricket Test match between England and Australia at Lord’s Cricket Ground in
London yesterday. — AFP

Diaz set to return to
spotlight at UFC 241
CALIFORNIA: The heavyweight title fight between
Daniel Cormier and Stipe Miocic has top billing at UFC
241 in California on Saturday, but all eyes will be on the
comeback of Nate Diaz, conqueror of Conor
McGregor, after over a thousand days in the wilderness.

Always a favourite with hardcore fight fans, Diaz
shot to wider fame when he humbled superstar
McGregor, handing him his first UFC defeat in March
2016. The rematch in August of the same year was an
instant classic and a huge pay-per-view draw in
which McGregor won a narrow decision victory.

But instead of making the most of his new-found
fame, Diaz has not fought since, blaming the UFC for
his three-year absence from the octagon. “I beat the
best guy, and you guys (the UFC) are just treating me
like, vanished,” Diaz said in a recent interview with
ESPN. Having banked millions for the two McGregor
fights, the 34-year-old claims that the UFC never
offered him the right money or opponent to entice
him to get back in the cage.

Diaz has kept busy by competing in triathlons and
opening a business selling cannabidiol (CBD) prod-
ucts with his older brother and fellow UFC fighter
Nick, before finally finding a worthy comeback oppo-
nent in Anthony “Showtime” Pettis.

“They (the UFC) have been trying to degrade me the
whole time I’ve been out, they’re trying to put me low
on the card against not very big names,” he explained
at a recent open workout. “It don’t matter. I believe I’m
the main event in any even they got,” he added.

That is true of Saturday night’s card, where the
heavyweight title rematch between Cormier and
Miocic is barely causing a ripple on social media in
comparison to the return of Diaz in a welterweight
bout against Pettis in the co-main event. “I’m here as
a businessman and a natural-born killer. 

I’m here to get the job done, and he (Pettis) is the
guy to do it on,” he said. Like Diaz, Pettis has had
some epic and bloody battles in the past, and with
both men keen to fight off the front foot, the crowd
at the Honda Arena in Anaheim will be expecting
some fireworks. 

The possibility of a trilogy fight against former
two-weight champ McGregor, who hasn’t fought
since losing his l ightweight belt to Khabib
Nurmagomedov in October last year, still looms large
over Diaz’s career, but the Californian is remaining
tight-lipped. “I’m gonna fight this weekend, and time
will tell on all that stuff,” he said.  —  Reuters

Karunaratne leads 
Sri Lanka victory 
push in Galle
GALLE: Sri Lanka got off to a strong start in their
chase for a 268-run victory target after skipper Dimuth
Karunaratne and Lahiru Thirimanne frustrated New
Zealand with a 133-run opening stand on the penulti-
mate day of the opening Test yesterday.

After New Zealand made 285 all out to leave the
hosts with a tricky fourth-innings target, Karunaratne
and Thirimanne batted sensibly through the last two
sessions to swing momentum their way.

Karunaratne hit only two boundaries in his patient
71, while Thirimanne stroked four of them in his sedate
57 before bad light stopped play with the hosts needing
135 to go 1-0 up in the two-test series.

The home captain needed luck to reach the 50-mark,
which he did when BJ Watling, who had an outstanding
match with the bat, could not hold on to a catch after
Karunaratne had edged spinner William Somerville.

Earlier, Watling and Somerville batted resolutely to
frustrate Sri Lanka after New Zealand resumed on 195-
7 at the Galle International Stadium. Watling, who had
completed his fifty on Friday, fell for 77 which is the
highest test score by a New Zealand wicketkeeper in
Sri Lanka.

Trent Boult chipped in with 26 useful runs while
Somerville remained not out on 40 after facing 118 balls.
For the hosts, spinners Lasith Embuldeniya (4-99) and
Dhananjaya de Silva (3-25) shared seven wickets
between them. — Reuters

Domingo named 
new Bangladesh 
cricket coach
DHAKA: The Bangladesh Cricket Board on Saturday
named South Africa’s Russell Domingo as the new head
coach of the national team, replacing Englishman Steve
Rhodes. The 44-year-old has agreed to a two-year term
with the BCB and is expected to arrive in Dhaka on
Wednesday to take charge.

“He has a wealth of experience and we have been very
impressed with his passion and coaching philosophy,” BCB
president Nazmul Hassan said. Bangladesh were struggling
to appoint a head coach ahead of hosting Afghanistan for
a one Test series in early September and a tri-nation tour-
nament with the visitors and Zimbabwe.

The Tigers had no coach for over a month after the
BCB parted ways with Rhodes following the team’s eighth-
place finish in the league stage of the World Cup. BCB
Director and former skipper Khaled Mahmud took tempo-
rary charge during an 0-3 defeat to Sri Lanka in a three-
match one-day international series in late July.

Hasan said they chose Domingo ahead of other candi-
dates because of his availability. “We also sought a full-
time coach... (Domingo) said he was very keen to work
with the boys and didn’t want any holiday breaks. These
are the reasons why we found him suitable,” he added.

Domingo, the lone candidate to face an interview for

the post when he arrived in Dhaka on August 7, said he
was eagerly looking ahead to his new challenge. “I have
followed Bangladesh’s progress with keen interest and I
am extremely excited to assist the team in reaching the
goals that they are capable of,” a BCB statement quoted
him as saying.

Domingo was the assistant coach of South Africa in
2011. He replaced Gary Kirsten as national team head
coach of the Proteas in 2013 and remained there 2017. He
led South Africa to semifinals of the 2014 World Twenty20
in Bangladesh.

Domingo will have compatriots Charl Langeveldt and
Neil McKenzie among his support staff. Bangladesh last
month appointed Langeveldt as the pace bowling coach
and retained McKenzie as batting coach.

Former New Zealand captain Daniel Vettori has also
been appointed as new spin bowling coach up to ICC
World Twenty20 in Australia next year.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh Cricket Board have decided to
rest out-of-form opener Tamim Iqbal for next month’s
one-off Test against Afghanistan following a request from
the player, an official said yesterday.

Afghanistan arrive later in August for their maiden Test
against Bangladesh in Chittagong from September 5. Chief
selector Minhajul Abedin said Tamim would also be rested
during a tri-nation Twenty20 tournament from September
13 which will also involve Zimbabwe.

Abedin said the board had accepted Tamim’s request
for a break. “He will now rest both in the Test match
against Afghanistan and also the tri-nation tournament,”
he told AFP. Bangladesh’s top run scorer in all formats,
Tamim struggled in the recent World Cup where he scored
only 235 in eight innings at 29.37 average.

He was later made interim captain for a three-match
one-day international series in Sri Lanka in the absence of
injured skipper Mashrafe Mortaza. But the leadership role
failed to bring out his best as Tamim made only 21 runs in
three matches and Bangladesh lost the series 0-3.

Team-mate Shakib Al Hasan, who did not play the Sri
Lanka series, advised Tamim to take some time off to
regain form. Tamim is now expected to return during the
November tour in India when Bangladesh are scheduled to
play two Tests and three Twenty20 internationals.  — AFP

Russell Domingo

Barty reaches Cincy 
semis, Osaka retires 
with knee injury
CINCINNATI: Ashleigh Barty edged closer to a return to
the top WTA ranking on Friday, reaching the WTA semi-
finals as current number one Naomi Osaka retired with a
knee injury. Barty, the Australian top seed, engineered her
second comeback in as many days, overhauling Maria
Sakkari 5-7, 6-2, 6-0. But the US Open alarm bells were
ringing for Osaka less than two weeks before the start of
her title defense at Flushing Meadows after a left knee
injury saw her retire against Sofia Kenin — sending the
American into the semis with a 6-4, 1-6, 2-0 victory.

Men’s top seed Novak Djokovic also had the trainer on
during his 7-6 (7/2), 6-1 victory over Lucas Pouille, but
hoped discomfort in his right elbow wouldn’t linger.

“I managed to finish the match, there was a little bit of
tightness in there,” Djokovic said. “Hopefully all will be fine
for tomorrow.” The 16-time Grand Slam champion will next
face Daniil Medvedev, who beat Russian compatriot Andrey
Rublev, conquerer this week of Roger Federer, 6-2, 6-3.

Osaka’s left knee trouble was more of a concern, the
Japanese star admitting it put a cloud over her upcoming
US Open title defense.

“Last year I won the US Open and this year I’m trying
to play the US Open,” she said. “I don’t even really think
about winning the tournament. I just want to have the
chance to play it. now. “If there is a 1 percent chance of me

not playing it, that’s what’s concerning me.” Osaka had
won the second set to level the match when she first com-
plained of apparent knee pain and after one game of the
third set called for the physio. With the knee heavily taped
Osaka played one more game before packing it in and
sending Kenin to the semis. “This is not the way I wanted
to win,” said Kenin, who will next play fellow American
Madison Keys, a 6-2, 6-3 winner over Venus Williams.

French Open champion Barty will play for a place in the
final against Russian veteran Svetlana Kuznetsova, who
beat third seed Karolina Pliskova 3-6, 7-6 (7/2), 6-3 to
end the Czech’s chances of claiming the number one rank-
ing next week. Serving for the match at 5-4 in the second
set, Pliskova was broken. Kuznetsova dominated the ensu-
ing tiebreaker and took charge in the third set as Pliskova
began to fade. “I tried to play every point and stay in
there,” Kuznetsova said. “She served amazing. She aced
me almost every time I had a break point.”

Barty said a potential return to number one wouldn’t be
her focus this weekend. “I’m in the semis for the first time
here,” she said. “I’m not thinking of the ranking at all.

“I’m playing one match at a time. If I can win matches,
the ranking will take care of itself.” Elsewhere in the men’s
draw, France’s Richard Gasquet earned his first Masters
1000 quarter-final victory in six years, defeating Roberto
Bautista Agut 7-6 (7/2), 3-6, 6-2.

Gasquet won his last contest at this level in Miami in
2013 and had since lost seven Masters quarter-finals.

He will play for a place in the final against 16th seed
David Goffin, who advanced in a walkover against
Japanese qualifier Yoshihito Nishioka, who could not take
the court due to illness. “It’s crazy for me to reach my first
semi-final at this age,” added Gasquet, who at 33 finally
made it to the Cincy semis in his 13th appearance. — AFP

MASON: Sofia Kenin plays Naomi Osaka of Japan during the Western & Southern Open at Lindner Family Tennis
Center in Mason, Ohio. — AFP


