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All Blacks whip
Wallabies to send
out WCup message
AUCKLAND:  The Al l  B lacks  sent  out  an
emphatic message that they are not to be under-
estimated at the World Cup as they bounced
back f rom las t  week ’s  h id ing  to  thrash  the
Wallabies 36-0 in Auckland yesterday.

Having been mocked in the media sparring
before the Test as the “Old Blacks” and “over the
hill”, the All Blacks dug deep into their wealth of
experience to outscore the Wallabies five tries
to nil.

It is the first time since 2012 and the eighth
time overall that Australia have failed to score in
a  Test  aga inst  New Zea land . Coach Steve
Hansen’s bold move to drop the experienced Ben
Smith and Rieko Ioane was rewarded with the
two fledgling replacements, George Bridge and
Sevu Reece, both scoring tries.

The overwhelming victory, just seven days
after suffering a record loss to the Australians,
saw the All Blacks retain the Bledisloe Cup for a
17th straight year. It also meant the Wallabies,
who arrived confident they could end years of
misery at the All Blacks’ Eden Park fortress, go
home s t i l l  win less  in  Auckland in  19  Tests
stretching back to 1986.

A week after the Wallabies bullied the All
Blacks up front and around the fringes, this time
it was the New Zealand tight five who had con-
trol and the loose trio of Kieran Read, Ardie
Savea and Sam Cane commanded the break-
down.

The Al l  B lacks  may be  notor ious ly  s low
starters but they opened up this time bristling
with determination and had an immediate injec-
tion of confidence when Christian Lealiifano’s
kick-off went out on the full.

Within minutes they had pushed the Wallabies
deep into their  own terr i tory where Richie
Mo’unga opened the scoring with a penalty. The
Wallabies had their moments midway through
the half with Samu Kerevi and Marika Koroibete
finding space that had the All Blacks scrambling.

But a sustained period of drives at the line
were  repulsed by a  water t ight  Al l  B lacks
defence , whi le  two pena l ty  a t tempts  by
Lealiifano went wide. The All Blacks took control
with a 60-metre try to Mo’unga from an inter-

cept pass, and then Bridge, making the most of
his first Test start with a series of raids down the
left wing, put Aaron Smith in for a try.

All Blacks skipper Kieran Read’s plea for bet-
ter discipline from his troops was largely suc-
cessful, although there will be concerns over
Dane Coles’ sinbinning just before half-time for
a dangerous clear-out.

But despite his absence, a seven-man Al l
Blacks pack marched the Wallabies eight back-
wards  i n  two  sc rums . As  soon  as  Co les

returned to the fray, five minutes into the sec-
ond half, Sonny Bill Williams crashed through
two tackles to score by the posts and extend
the lead to 24-0.

Reece, who had a quiet first half, fired up in
the second when play swung his way and was
rewarded with  a  t ry  when he toed the  ba l l
passed Hodge and then outsprinted Kurtley
Beale to score. Bridge slid in for a try in the cor-
ner just before full-time to round off a one-sided
victory.  —AFP

Matsuyama fires 63 to 
seize Medinah lead, 
Tiger stumbles again
WASHINGTON: Japan’s Hideki Matsuyama shattered
the course record at Medinah with a nine-under par
63 Friday to seize the early second-round lead at the
US PGA BMW Championship while Tiger Woods
struggled again.

Matsuyama, a 2017 US Open runner-up seeking his
sixth US tour title, birdied five of the first eight holes
and four of the final seven in a bogey-free round to
stand on 12-under 132 after 36 holes at the famed sub-
urban Chicago layout.

“It seemed like every birdie chance I had today I
made the putt,” Matsuyama said. “Add it up, that’s
what I got.” His total was two strokes under the old
course mark of 65 shared by first-round co-leaders
Justin Thomas and Jason Kokrak and previously held
by Woods, Skip Kendall and Canada’s Mike Weir.

Americans Tony Finau and Patrick Cantlay shared
second in the clubhouse on 133, one stroke off
Matsuyama’s pace. Thomas carded a 69 and was alone
on 134 with a fifth-place pack in the clubhouse on 135
that included Canadians Adam Hadwin and Corey
Conners, Slovakia’s Rory Sabbatini and Americans
Lucas Glover, Chez Reavie and Xander Schauffele.

Woods, a 15-time major champion who won his
first major since 2008 at this year’s Masters, sank
birdie putts from 13 and 20 feet at the 14th and 15th
holes but made bogeys at 16 and 17 to fire his second
consecutive 71, 10 adrift of leader Matsuyama.

“I left quite a few shots out there,” Woods said. “I
hit the ball a lot better today, which is great, and didn’t
really make anything until 14, 15.” Woods slid even fur-
ther from his goal of cracking the top 30 on the PGA
playoff season points list to earn a chance to defend
his Tour Championship title next week in Atlanta.

“I’m going to have to have a great weekend and
make a lot of birdies this week and post some rounds
in the mid-60s to give myself a chance,” he said.
Woods, who has complained about lack of practice
after pulling out last week at Liberty National with an
oblique strain, won the 1999 and 2006 PGA
Championship titles at Medinah.

“My feel has not been where I want it,” Woods
said. “Hit the ball pin high every time... I certainly
have not made many putts. Putt well and I’ll shoot
good scores. I haven’t done that.” Matsuyama, also
needing a strong result this week to advance, sank a
28-foot birdie putt on the first hole, a 10-footer for
birdie at four and two-putted from 30 feet to birdie
the par-5 fifth.—AFP

PHOENIX: Mike Yastrzemski hit three home runs,
including a solo shot on the first pitch of the 11th inning,
as the San Francisco Giants outlasted the Arizona
Diamondbacks 10-9 Friday night in Phoenix in a wild
game that featured 12 homers. It was the first career
multi-home run game for Yastrzemski, a 28-year-old
rookie who has five homers in his past four games and
11 since the All-Star break. He has 16 on the season.
Each team went deep six times to set a Chase Field
record for combined home runs. The Diamondbacks hit
five homers from the eighth inning on, establishing a
team record, but still came up short. Yastrzemski’s third
shot came off Yoan Lopez (1-5). Closer Will Smith (5-0)
got the win, despite giving up two blasts in the 10th to
cough up a 9-7 lead. Kevin Pillar went deep twice for
San Francisco, as Wilmer Flores did the same for
Arizona.

A’s 3, Astros 2 (13 innings)
Robbie Grossman grounded a two-out single up the

middle in the 13th inning, scoring Corban Joseph from
second base with the winning run as host Oakland out-
lasted Houston. After Oakland used solo home runs by
Mark Canha and Marcus Semien off Astros starter
Justin Verlander to account for all their scoring through
12 innings, Oakland resorted to small-ball to record its
ninth walk-off win of the season. Joseph led off the 13th
against Cy Sneed (0-1) with an opposite-field single to
left. He was then sacrificed to second by Chris
Herrmann before scoring an out later on Grossman’s
game-winner. Lou Trivino (4-5), who worked three
scoreless innings, got credit for the win.

Yankees 3, Indians 2
Masahiro Tanaka pitched effectively into the seventh

inning as New York beat visiting Cleveland. The
Yankees rebounded nicely from a 19-5 pummeling by
the Indians on Thursday and won for the 15th time in
their past 18 games. New York also improved to 10-1 in
its last 11 home games. Tanaka (9-6) allowed two runs
on four hits in 6 1/3 innings. Slumping Yankees slugger
Aaron Judge produced his first multi-hit game since
Aug. 3 and scored two runs.

Pirates 3, Cubs 2
Kevin Newman hit a two-out, walk-off single as

Pittsburgh edged visiting Chicago. The Pirates entered
the ninth trailing 2-1, but Cole Tucker’s bases-loaded
walk tied the game. Pittsburgh starter Joe Musgrove
matched a career high with nine strikeouts, walked
none and pitched seven shutout innings before he was
charged with two runs in the eighth.

Twins 4, Rangers 3
Jonathan Schoop hit a two-run, go-ahead home run

in the seventh inning, and Max Kepler also homered to
lead Minnesota to a victory in Arlington, Texas. Marwin
Gonzalez went 3-for-4 with a run, and Ehire Adrianza
had a single and a double for Minnesota, which
increased its lead in the American League Central to 1
1/2 games over Cleveland. Kepler, a native of Berlin,
Germany, hit his 33rd homer of the season, passing

Bobby Thomson (Scotland) for most in a season by
European-born player in major league history.

Nationals 2, Brewers 1
Anthony Rendon doubled home the go-ahead run in

the eighth inning to lead streaking Washington past
visiting Milwaukee for its fifth straight win. Sean
Doolittle retired Yelich, Ryan Braun and Yasmani
Grandal in the ninth for his 28th save. Rendon stroked
two doubles and has 61 extra-base hits. Victor Robles’
single was the Nationals’ only other hit, and Trea Turner
scored both runs and stole a base.

Royals 4, Mets 1
Mike Montgomery and four relievers limited New

York to one run as Kansas City prevailed at home. Ian
Kennedy loaded the bases in the ninth but escaped with
his 21st save in 24 chances. Montgomery (3-5) allowed
one run on five hits in six innings, with two walks and
three strikeouts. Noah Syndergaard (8-6), who had
pitched at least seven innings in six straight starts, saw
that streak snapped. He allowed two runs on five hits
and two walks in six innings. He struck out six.

Dodgers 8, Braves 3
Max Muncy and Justin Turner hit back-to-back home

runs in the seventh inning to produce a four-run rally and
send visiting Los Angeles on its way to a win over
Atlanta. The Dodgers trailed 3-2 to start the seventh but
took the lead when Muncy delivered a towering three-
run shot against reliever Sean Newcomb. Turner followed
with his long ball. Combined with Cody Bellinger’s sec-
ond-inning solo homer and Will Smith’s two-run homer in
the eighth, the Dodgers set a major league record by hit-
ting at least four home runs in their fifth straight game.
They have hit 22 homers during that stretch.

Cardinals 13, Reds 4
Dexter Fowler homered to highlight his three-hit,

four-RBI performance, and Paul Goldschmidt, Paul
DeJong and Kolten Wong also went deep as visiting St.
Louis cruised past Cincinnati. Long collected four hits
and scored three runs, and Goldschmidt added an RBI
single for the Cardinals, who totaled 18 hits en route to
their sixth victory in seven contests. Cincinnati rookie
Aristides Aquino launched a two-run shot in the sixth
inning to set a major league record with his 10th homer
in his first 15 career games. The 25-year-old’s blast off
Adam Wainwright (9-8) broke the mark set by
Philadelphia’s Rhys Hoskins, who had 10 homers in the
first 17 contests in 2017.

White Sox 7, Angels 2
James McCann went 3-for-4 with a grand slam to

help Chicago post a victory over Los Angeles in
Anaheim, Calif. The 446-foot blast was McCann’s sec-
ond slam in three games and the fifth of his career. The
eighth-inning homer turned a 3-2 lead into a five-run
advantage. White Sox right-hander Lucas Giolito
struck out 11 in six innings, and Leury Garcia and Tim
Anderson each went 2-for-5 with two runs. Mike Trout
smacked his career-high-tying 41st homer for the

Angels. He also is even with Cody Bellinger of the
Dodgers for most blasts in the majors.

Rockies 3, Marlins 0
Ryan McMahon and Nolan Arenado homered to

back a strong outing from starter Jon Gray, and
Colorado beat Miami in Denver. Gray (11-8) went eight
innings and gave up five hits in the opener of a three-
game series. He struck out seven without issuing a walk.
It was the second time he has pitched eight innings in
his past four outings and the third time this year he did-
n’t give up a run in a start. Scott Oberg pitched the
ninth for his fifth save in eight opportunities. 

Red Sox 9, Orioles 1
Rick Porcello pitched six strong innings, and Chris

Owings put the game away with a pinch-hit, two-run
double as Boston beat visiting Baltimore. Porcello (11-
9) gave up one run on four hits with two walks and two
strikeouts. Andrew Benintendi had three hits and fell a
home run short of the cycle as the Red Sox won their
third straight game. Jonathan Villar and Chance Sisco
had two hits apiece for the Orioles, who fell for the 10th
time in their past 11 games.

Tigers 2, Rays 0
Drew VerHagen tossed five innings of scoreless

relief, rookie Travis Demeritte had two hits and scored
a run, and Detroit edged Tampa Bay in St Petersburg,

Fla. VerHagen (3-2) allowed three hits and a walk while
striking out three. Joe Jimenez replaced him and got the
last three outs for his third save. Tampa Bay had run-
ners on the corners with two outs in the ninth, but
Jimenez struck out Eric Sogard to end the game. Tigers
starter Daniel Norris pitched three innings, allowing
one hit and two walks and striking out three before a
blister issue flared up.

Blue Jays 7, Mariners 3
Vladimir Guerrero Jr. and Derek Fisher each hit two-

run homers, and Randal Grichuk and Danny Jansen
added solo shots as Toronto defeated visiting Seattle.
Jacob Waguespack (4-1) allowed two runs, five hits and
one walk with five strikeouts over 5 1/3 innings in the
opener of a three-game series. Mariners lefty Wade
LeBlanc, who entered with a 2-0 lead in the second
inning, gave up seven runs on 11 hits in seven innings.

Phillies 8, Padres 4
Bryce Harper homered for the fourth time in three

games, leading host Philadelphia past San Diego.
Philadelphia’s Roman Quinn homered, and J.T.
Realmuto had a home run and a double among his three
hits. Harper, Logan Morrison and Jean Segura added
two hits each for the Phillies, who won their fourth in a
row. Phillies starter Vince Velasquez (5-7) lasted 5 1/3
innings and allowed five hits and three runs. He walked
two and struck out five. —Reuters

McCann belts slam to power White Sox past Angels

Yastrzemski hits three homers as 
Giants edge D-backs in 11-inning

PHOENIX: Mike Yastrzemski #5 of the San Francisco Giants celebrates with Buster Posey #28 after hit-
ting a solo home run during the eleventh inning against the Arizona Diamondbacks to take the lead at
Chase Field in Phoenix, Arizona. —AFP

AUCKLAND: Australia’s Marika Koroibete (L) and Allan Alaalatoa tackle New Zealand’s Sam Cane (C) dur-
ing the Rugby Championship Bledisloe Cup Test match between the New Zealand All Blacks and
Australia in Auckland yesterday. —AFP


