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At Khartoum’s central market early yesterday, shoppers
and stallholders interviewed by AFP all said they hoped a
civilian government would help them put food on the table.
“Everybody is happy now,” said Ali Yusef, a 19-year-old uni-
versity student who works in the market to get by. “We were
under the control of the military for 30 years but today we
are leaving this behind us and moving towards civilian rule,”
he said, sitting next to tomatoes piled directly on the ground.
“All these vegetables around are very expensive but now I’m
sure they will become cheaper.”

While it remains to be seen how the transition will
change people’s daily lives, residents old and young were
eager to exercise their newfound freedom of expression.
“I’m 72 and for 30 years under Bashir, I had nothing to
feel good about. Now, thanks to God, I am starting to
breathe,” said Ali Issa Abdel Momen, sitting in front of his

modest selection of vegetables at the market. But many
Sudanese are already questioning the ability of the tran-
sitional institutions to rein in the military elite’s powers
during the three-year period leading to planned elections.

The country of 40 million people will be ruled by an
11-member sovereign council and a government, which
under the deal must be dominated by civilians. However,
the interior and defense ministers are to be chosen by
military members of the council. Observers have warned
that the transitional government will have little leverage to
counter any attempt by the military to roll back the upris-
ing’s achievements and seize back power.

Security forces deployed across Khartoum yesterday
for the biggest international event in years in Sudan,
which had become something of a pariah country under
Bashir’s rule. One of the most immediate diplomatic con-
sequences of the compromise reached this month could
be Sudan’s return to the African Union, which suspended
the country’s membership in June. Bashir, who took pow-
er in a 1989 coup and is wanted by the International
Criminal Court on charges of genocide in the Darfur
region, had been slated to appear in court yesterday on
corruption charges. But his trial has been postponed to
an as yet undetermined date. — Agencies
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Gibraltar seized the ship on July 4 on suspicion it
was transporting oil to Syria in breach of European
Union sanctions, triggering a sharp deterioration in
relations between Tehran and London. Iran has repeat-
edly denied this. Iran subsequently detained the British-
flagged tanker Stena Impero in what was seen as a tit-
for-tat move. On Thursday, Gibraltar’s Supreme Court
ordered the tanker released after the British overseas
territory said it had received assurances from Iran that
the Grace 1 would not head to any country subject to
EU sanctions.

But in a last-minute twist on Friday, the United
States, which is at loggerheads with Iran, issued the
warrant. It says the vessel and all the oil aboard are
subject to forfeiture based on violations of US sanc-
tions. It also cites violations of bank fraud, money laun-
dering and terrorism statutes. The US State
Department has also threatened to issue a visa ban on
anyone working on the ship.

The US move comes after it tried - and failed - to

block the tanker’s release on Thursday. The July 4
seizure came amid surging tensions in the Gulf after
several alleged Iranian attacks on smaller tankers. The
US - citing Tehran’s threat to American allies - expand-
ed its military presence in the region with a new aircraft
carrier task force, missile batteries and strategic
bombers. Iran called the detention of the Grace 1 an
“illegal interception” staged by the United States, while
Washington cheered it as “excellent news”.

Ties between Tehran and Washington are at a low
point since US President Donald Trump withdrew last
year from a landmark 2015 nuclear deal between major
powers and Iran, reimposing crippling unilateral sanc-
tions. On Friday, Iranian officials said the tanker was
preparing to set sail under an Iranian flag and would be
renamed the Adrian Darya for the voyage. Tehran also
denied it had made any promises about the ship’s desti-
nation to secure the release.

“Iran has given no assurances over the Grace 1 not
going to Syria to secure its release,” a state media
website quoted foreign ministry spokesman Abbas
Mousavi as saying. “The tanker’s destination was not
Syria... and even if it was, it did not concern anyone
else.” But Gibraltar insisted it was. Chief Minister
Fabian Picardo said Gibraltar had deprived the Syrian
regime of Bashar Al-Assad of around $140 million
worth of crude oil, according to a government state-
ment. — AFP 
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The attack came a day after Russian air raids killed 15
civilians, including six children in a nearby displacement
camp in the town of Hass, according to the war monitor.
Two other children were killed by Syrian regime air
strikes in different parts of southern Idlib on Friday, it
said. A French foreign ministry statement released after
those attacks condemned “indiscriminate air strikes by
the regime and its allies in Idlib”. It specifically men-
tioned the air strikes on the displacement camp and
called “for an immediate cessation of hostilities”.

Over the past week, regime forces have advanced on
the southern edges of Idlib province, with the aim of
capturing the town of Khan Sheikhoun, which lies on a
key highway coveted by the regime. The highway runs

through Idlib, connecting government-held Damascus
with the northern city of Aleppo, which was retaken by
regime forces from rebels in Dec 2016. Syria’s former Al-
Qaeda affiliate Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) has since
January controlled most of Idlib province as well as parts
of neighboring Hama, Aleppo and Latakia provinces.
Other rebel groups are also present in the area. 

A buffer zone deal brokered by Russia and Turkey
last year was supposed to protect the region’s three
million inhabitants from an all-out regime offensive, but
it was never fully implemented. Regime and Russian air
strikes and shelling since late April have killed more
than 850 civilians, according to the Observatory. The
United Nations says the violence has displaced more
than 400,000 people.

AFP correspondents have reported seeing dozens
of families flee fighting over the past few days, head-
ing north in trucks stacked high with belongings.
Syria’s conflict has killed more than 370,000 people
and displaced millions at home and abroad since
starting with the brutal repression of anti-regime
protests in 2011. — AFP 
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bow down to their oppressive & racist policies,” she
said, referring to her grandmother. “Silencing me &
treating me like a criminal is not what she wants for me.
It would kill a piece of me.”

On Friday, Palestinian activists had been urging Tlaib
on social media not to visit her grandmother under the
Israeli terms. Trump weighed in late Friday, calling Tlaib’s
turnaround “a complete setup”. “Rep Tlaib wrote a letter
to Israeli officials desperately wanting to visit her grand-
mother. Permission was quickly granted, whereupon
Tlaib obnoxiously turned the approval down, a complete
setup.” He added: “The only real winner here is Tlaib’s
grandmother. She doesn’t have to see her now!”

Ninety-year-old Muftia Tlaib, sitting under an olive
tree in her garden yesterday in the village of Beit Ur Al-
Fauqa, was not impressed. “Trump tells me I should be
happy Rashida is not coming,” she said. “May God ruin
him.” Her son, Rashida’s uncle Bassam Tlaib, said the
women had not seen each other since 2006: “She was
going to slaughter a sheep when Rashida arrived and
prepare her favorite food, stuffed vine leaves. Rashida
sees her granny as a second mother, she has always
supported her. Rashida says she owes her success to
her grandmother.”

“I see her coming to the village in traditional
(Palestinian) dress,” Muftia Tlaib told AFP on Thursday,
before the latest development. “Trump has told Rashida
and Ilhan to go back to their home countries. What a
contradiction, yesterday he asked them to leave and
today he asks that they aren’t let in,” said Bassam Tlaib.
Still, the grandmother is hopeful: “My heart tells me that
she will come.”

The United States, particularly under Trump, is
Israel’s strongest ally. But the two congresswomen are
seen by many as enemies of Israel because of their sup-
port for the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS)
movement. Israel sees the movement as a strategic
threat and accuses it of anti-Semitism - a claim activists
deny - and in 2017 passed a law banning entry to for-
eigners supporting a boycott. Israel occupied the West
Bank and east Jerusalem in the 1967 Six-Day War and
has for decades built settlements considered illegal
under international law.

Settlement growth has accelerated under Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, a close Trump ally who is
seeking re-election next month. More than 600,000
Israelis live in the settlements, alongside nearly three
million Palestinians, in uneasy proximity throughout the
West Bank and occupied east Jerusalem. Israel’s initial
refusal to allow Tlaib and Omar to transit the Jewish
state on their way to the West Bank sparked outrage
among Palestinians and debate about the intimate ties
between Netanyahu and Trump.

Despite fierce criticism of Tlaib and BDS on the
Israeli side, the country’s media largely slammed
Netanyahu over the affair. The premier was accused of
putting loyalty to Trump and the Republican Party
ahead of Israel’s clear interest in maintaining bipartisan
US support. “After countless zigzags between what is
right for Israel and what is right for Trump, Netanyahu
chose Trump,” analyst Shimrit Meir wrote in the top-
selling Israeli daily Yediot Aharonot.

The affair could cause US Democrats to rally around
the two Muslim congresswomen, commentators said, in
a way which could prove detrimental to Israel. Ben
Caspit, a journalist with the Maariv newspaper, said
Thursday’s decision to block the politicians’ entry “set
new records for shortsightedness and wretchedness”.
“It will turn them into martyrs, it will turn Israel into a
threshold dictatorship lacking self-confidence that is
closed onto itself, that bans elected American officials,
critical as they may be,” he said.  —  Agencies 
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A resident carts water in the town of Kulusuk, Greenland on Friday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump’s reported
wish to buy Greenland may have been rejected by
Denmark, but it underscores the rapidly rising value of the
massive, ice-covered island due to global warming and to
China’s drive for an Arctic presence. The accelerating
polar ice melt has left sparsely populated Greenland, a
self-governing part of Denmark, astride what are poten-
tially major shipping routes and in the crosshairs of inten-
sifying geopolitical competition between superpowers.

It also has untapped natural resources like oil, minerals
and valuable rare earth elements that China, the United
States and other major tech economies covet. A Chinese
government-backed group’s offer last year to build three
new international airports on Greenland sparked alarms in
Copenhagen and Washington. The Chinese plan was final-
ly nixed in exchange for Danish funding and a pledge of
support from the Pentagon.

Greenland’s ministry of foreign affairs insisted the
island was ready to talk business, but was not for sale.
“#Greenland is rich in valuable resources such as miner-
als, the purest water and ice, fish stocks, seafood, renew-
able energy and is a new frontier for adventure tourism,” it
tweeted. “We’re open for business, not for sale,” it added.

A former premier, Lars Lokke Rasmussen, tweeted: “It
must be an April Fool’s Day joke... but totally out of sea-
son!” Greenland locals were similarly bemused by the
report. “If you look at the social media, people see it as a
big joke,” Jakob Ipsen, owner of a hotel in Qulusuk in
eastern Greenland, told AFP. “In my own opinion, it’s never
going to happen. People are laughing at the moment.” 

Trump’s idea to buy Greenland, reported by the Wall
Street Journal on Friday, “is not a serious proposal,” said

Heather Conley, a specialist at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies in Washington. But, “The administra-
tion has awoken to the Arctic as a geostrategic issue,” she
said. Greenland has been essential to US defense since
World War II when it was a base for monitoring Nazi
ships and submarines passing through the “Arctic
Avenue”, the sea gateway to the north Atlantic.

In 1943 the US Air Force built its farthest-north air
base at Thule, Greenland. Thule was crucial in the Cold
War, a first line of monitoring against a potential Russian
attack. With a population of 600, the base today is part
of the NATO mission, operating satellite monitoring and
strategic missile detection systems and handling thou-
sands of flights a year. “The early warning radar system in
northern Greenland helps protect North America and is a
key part of our missile defense apparatus,” said Luke
Coffey of The Heritage Foundation. “Luckily the US is
able to ensure and meet its security interests by main-
taining this air base in northern Greenland. There’s no
requirement to buy Greenland to keep America safe.”

Conley said that after the Cold War ebbed in the
1990s, Washington stopped thinking about the Arctic.
Yet as the polar ice sheet began to shrink, the Russians
became more active and China has moved to establish
itself in the region. US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
underscored the revived US interest in a speech in May
in Finland, where he slammed China and Russia for
“aggressive behavior” in the Arctic. “The region has
become an arena of global power and competition”
owing to vast reserves of oil, gas, minerals and fish
stocks, he warned. “Just because the Arctic is a place of
wilderness does not mean it should become a place of

lawlessness,” he said.
But Washington has not taken many concrete actions,

Conley said. Pompeo only offered that the State
Department would position a diplomat in Greenland’s
capital Nuuk for six months of the year. “The rhetoric and
the reaction - there is a very big gap,” she said. With no
geographical claim to the region, but whose massive
commercial shipping industry would benefit from new
polar routes as the ice melts, China is the newcomer
whose presence could shift the balance. 

It began sending scientific missions in 2004. In the

past several years, a Chinese company has gained mining
rights for rare earths, partnering with an Australian com-
pany in the Kvanefjeld project. In Jan 2018 Beijing
unveiled its “Polar Silk Road” strategy to extend its eco-
nomic footprint through the Arctic. To gain favor in Nuuk,
the Chinese have wined and dined government officials,
said Coffey. “China’s role in the Arctic has been more
about expanding its economic influence, soft power,” said
Coffey. “Ice melting is part of the interest, it is opening up
new economic opportunities, but it’s also opening up
challenges. The US is aware of that,” he said. — AFP

Greenland is not for sale, but valuable 


