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US actor Peter Fonda, whose starring role in classic
road movie “Easy Rider” made him a symbol of
1960s counterculture, died Friday aged 79 at his

Los Angeles home following a battle with lung cancer, his
family said. Fonda was the son of famed Hollywood actor
Henry, and the brother of activist and actress Jane, who
described him as “my sweet-hearted baby brother” in a
statement sent to AFP. “I am very sad ... I have had beauti-
ful alone time with him these last days. He went out laugh-
ing,” she said. Fonda co-wrote and produced 1969’s “Easy
Rider,” in which he appeared alongside its director Dennis
Hopper and a young Jack Nicholson.

The wildly successful film about two bikers travelling
through the great outdoors of the American Southwest in
a quest for freedom became an anti-establishment cult
classic. It earned Fonda an Academy Award nomination for
Best Original Screenplay, and is credited with ushering in
an era of counterculture, independent filmmaking. “EASY
RIDER depicted the rise of hippie culture, condemned the
establishment, and celebrated freedom. Peter Fonda
embodied those values and instilled them in a generation,”
wrote “Goodfellas” actress Illeana Douglas on Twitter.
“Independent cinema begins with EASY RIDER.”

The image of Fonda with his legs stretched out on his
Harley-Davidson chopper painted in the colors of the
American flag became emblematic of the era-one of two
bikes used in the film sold at auction for $1.35 million in
2014. Fonda would play anti-hero biker roles many times
in his career. He enjoyed a renaissance almost three
decades later when he was nominated for the best actor

Oscar for “Ulee’s Gold” (1997), but lost out to Nicholson.
Fonda began his career as a stage actor on Broadway

in his native New York.  He was also a keen environmental-
ist, co-producing the 2012 film “The Big Fix” which cen-
tered on the explosion of the BP oil rig Deepwater
Horizon, the ensuing spill and its consequences. He had
been planning a 50th anniversary screening and concert

of “Easy Rider” in New York next month, to be shown in
sync with live performances of the famed soundtrack
including “Born to be Wild” and “Ballad of Easy Rider.”
Fonda married three times, and leaves behind two children
including actress Bridget.

He passed away peacefully due to respiratory failure
while surrounded by his relatives, they said in a separate

statement. “While we mourn the loss of this sweet and
gracious man, we also wish for all to celebrate his
indomitable spirit and love of life,” they said. “In honor of
Peter, please raise a glass to freedom.”— AFP

In this file photo Actor Peter Fonda
attends a ceremony honoring him with
a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame
in Hollywood, California. — AFP photos

In this file photo taken on January 18, 1998 Actors Jack Nicholson (left) and Peter
Fonda (right) hold their Golden Globe awards for Best Actor at the 55th Annual
Golden Globe Awards in Beverly Hills.

Mexican movie director Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu speaks on stage, after receiving the “Honorary Heart of
Sarajevo” award, during the opening night of the 25th Sarajevo Film Festival. — AFP photos

Polish movie maker Pawel Pawlikowski poses after receiving the “Honorary
Heart of Sarajevo” award.

Music mogul Yang Hyun-suk

In this file photo Actress Jane Fonda (right) and her brother
actor Peter Fonda (left) arrive in Avery Fisher Hall at Lincoln
Center in New York.

South Korean police raided one of the biggest K-pop
management firms yesterday as part of an investiga-
tion into music mogul Yang Hyun-suk’s alleged illicit

gambling. Yang, founder and ex-chief producer of YG
Entertainment, resigned from his post in June after drug
and sex scandals rocked the company since March. He
was placed under formal investigation by police earlier
this week over allegations of gambling involving illicit cash
exchange along with Seungri, a former member of YG’s
highly popular band BIGBANG.

“We are trying to gather evidence on how (Yang)
secured funds for gambling, and how many times the
alleged gambling took place,” a Seoul police officer told
AFP. Local news reports said Yang was alleged to have
engaged in “habitual and illegal gambling”, in locations
including Macau and Las Vegas since the early 2000s.
Yang was also separately placed under investigation by
police last month for allegedly arranging sex services for
foreign investors back in 2014.—AFP

The Sarajevo Film Festival launched its 25th annual
edition Friday by bestowing its top honor on
Mexican director Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu and

Polish counterpart Pawel Pawlikowski for their “excep-
tional contribution” to the art form. Started as an “act of
resistance” while the Bosnian capital was under siege
during its 1990s civil war, today the Sarajevo Film Festival
is one of the premiere cinema events in southeastern
Europe.  It focuses on promoting films from the region
and over the years has featured big names, such as
Robert De Niro, Angelina Jolie, Brad Pitt and Jeremy
Irons. Friday’s opening ceremony at the national theatre,
kicked off with the projection of images of the bombard-
ment of Sarajevo during the 1992-95 siege of the city in
which more than 10,000 people died.

Festival director Mirsad Purivatra said: “We are cele-

brating 25 years of the end of the siege of Sarajevo and
of the war in our country,” alongside the quarter-century
anniversary of the film event itself. Pawlikowski, whose
“Ida” won an Oscar for best foreign-language film in
2015, received the Honorary Heart of Sarajevo award for
his “exceptional contribution” to film, organizers said.
“I’ve seen it (Sarajevo) through different stages, before
the war, during the war, after the war,” Pawlikowski said,
adding he experienced “great emotion” to be back in the
city with its “very complicated (heart), full of paradoxes,
full of contradictions, but a very strong heart, a heart
that’s stronger then ideologies, nationalism.”

His co-recipient Inarritu, famed for his back-to-back
Oscars for “The Revenant” and “Birdman”, thanked
organizers for the honor. “I appreciate it especially when
yesterday I turned 56 years, so it’s the best birthday gift

that I have received.”  French actress Isabelle Huppert
and acclaimed Mexican actor and director Gael Garcia
Bernal were among the invited guests. During the week-
long festival nine feature films produced in the region will
compete for the top award, while around 40 other movies
have been selected for other competitions.

The jury for the main competition will be chaired by
Swedish film-maker Ruben Ostlund, whose film “The
Square” took home Cannes’ Palme d’Or in 2017. “We
have a dynamic and varied program, but perhaps what is
common to all these films is that they have as their theme
the contemporary life of particularly strong characters,”
said organizer Elma Tataragic, quoted by Bosnia’s Fena
agency. — AFP

Nick and Bobbi Ercoline had only been dating three
months when they joined flocks of their peers for
the 1969 Woodstock blow-out that would become

emblematic of their generation. Months later and still
falling for each other, the lovers realized they too had
become symbols: their heartstring-tugging image had
gone down in history on the cover of the live album com-
piling highlights of the milestone music festival. “We were
like, are you kidding us? It was total shock,” Nick said,
recalling the moment the couple saw themselves embrac-
ing on the now iconic album art, wrapped in a blanket
amid the sea of humanity flowing over the alfalfa fields of
Max Yasgur’s farm in upstate New York.

Fifty years on they’re regulars-rock stars even-at the
Bethel Woods Center of the Arts that today runs the
grounds where greats like Jimi Hendrix and Janis Joplin
jammed in torrential rain. “We did not realize what we had
really witnessed or had been part of until we got quite a
distance from it,” Bobbi told AFP at the opening night of
Woodstock’s 50th anniversary commemorations at Bethel.
“Every year further from it you look back and you realize-
that was really something pretty phenomenal,” she said, as
a fellow aging hippie donning frayed denim shorts, a
fringed midriff halter top and long blonde pigtails frolicked
nearby. 

The pair nuzzle and smooch like honeymooners despite
being married 48 years this month, and accommodate the
many gawkers-many of whom have copies of the album in
tow-eager for selfies and autographs. Their place in pop
culture lore “hasn’t changed our lives, but it certainly has
enhanced it,” Bobbi said.  “I’m very thankful to have been
a little part of this whole Woodstock experience,” she said,
before giving Nick a loving glance. “And that I get to share
it with the man that I’ve known for 50 years.” —AFP

Aging hippies flash
back to Woodstock
site, fifty years on
Fifty years ago Thursday Les Poinelli was hitch-

hiking to the now storied Woodstock music festi-
val he’d heard about on the radio-and hopped in

the car where he would meet his wife. Today he’s
returned to the bucolic town of Bethel in New York’s
Catskill Mountains where his life changed forever, join-
ing droves of aging hippies donning tie-dye, flower
crowns and fringed suede vests hearkening back to the
golden age of peace, love and music. “You couldn’t help
but be overwhelmed by the crowd and overwhelmed by
the generosity of the people,” Poinelli, then 19, told AFP,
standing near the site of the stage where rock legends
including Jimi Hendrix, Janis Joplin and Santana
jammed before nearly half a million youth under a
tremendous downpour.

After spending the weekend with his new sweet-
heart Gail, the teenagers walked around the back of the
stage, as Joe Cocker began to play, to say goodbye
before she headed back to Long Island, New York and
he returned to Connecticut. “I gave her a peck on the
cheek, and that was our sex for the weekend,” the soft-
spoken 69-year-old said with a wide smile, his framed
original tickets in hand.  Two years after falling for each
other as they swayed to classic acts including
Creedence Clearwater Revival and Canned Heat, the
pair married and had five kids and 12 grandchildren. “I
remember every moment, it was special,” he said.

Kissing Janis Joplin 
Revered by many as the cultural touchstone of a

generation, the 1969 Woodstock festival saw hundreds
of thousands of people descend on Max Yasgur’s alfalfa
fields in upstate New York that August 15-18, partying
to rock’s greats and imbibing in psychedelics as torren-
tial rains swept in. Despite the mud and warnings of
bad acid, the symbol of Woodstock lives-the festival is
venerated as a beacon of hope that emerged out of the
tumultuous 1960s, rife with assassinations and riots as
the Vietnam War raged. The historic site is now operat-
ed by the nonprofit Bethel Woods Center for the Arts,
which holds regular concerts and runs a museum to
memorialize the Woodstock legend.

Its 50th anniversary commemoration kicks off
Thursday with a peace-symbol lighting, after which
folk mainstay Arlo Guthrie, who played in 1969 as a
baby-faced 22-year-old, will perform for the masses
flashing back to their youth. The concert series will
continue throughout the weekend with performances
from Ringo Starr, Santana and John Fogerty of
Creedence Clearwater Revival. RJ Pinto makes pilgrim-
ages to Bethel most years, where he says he can feel
the aura of camaraderie he felt half-a-century ago.
“Peace, music and love; it’s really here,” the biker said
emphatically. “It was a world phenomenon.” Pinto says
he saw it all amid the chaos-but stealing a kiss from
Joplin stands out. “She could grab your heart,” he said
from his motorcycle. “Janis was the most incredible
gal... we surrounded her until I had a chance to hold her
hand and give a kiss on the cheek.”—AFP

Maria Alger of Brazil and Bob Alger of the US arrive at the
Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the original site of the
Woodstock Festival on its 50th anniversary in Woodstock,
New York. — AFP This combination of pictures created on August 16, 2019 shows live album (left) of “Woodstock: Music from the Original

Soundtrack and More” features couple Bobbi and Nick Ercoline on the cover and the same Bobbi and Nick Ercoline, posing 50
years later at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts on August 15, 2019 in Bethel, New York. — AFP


