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N Korea fires missiles, derides 
S Korea’s Moon as ‘impudent’

SEOUL: North Korea launched at least two
short-range ballistic missiles on Friday, South
Korea’s military said, shortly after Pyongyang
described South Korea’s president as “impu-
dent” and vowed that inter-Korean talks are
over. The North has protested against joint US-
South Korea military drills, largely computer-
simulated, which kicked off last week, calling
them a rehearsal for war. It has also fired sever-
al short-range missiles in recent weeks.

North Korea fired two more short-range
projectiles into the sea off its east coast on
Friday morning, South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff (JCS) said in a statement. Japan’s defense
ministry said it did not see any imminent secu-
rity threat from the latest projectile launch. A
US official, speaking on condition of anonymi-
ty, said initial information indicated at least
one projectile was fired by North Korea and
appeared to be similar to the short-range mis-
siles fired in previous weeks. 

Another official said the United States was
consulting with South Korea and Japan. An
official at Seoul’s defense ministry said the lat-
est test involved ballistic technology and
detailed analysis was under way with the
United States with the possibility that the
North fired the same type of missiles it used
on Aug. 10. The missiles were launched shortly
after 8 am Friday and flew around 230 kms to
an altitude of 30 kms, South Korea’s JCS said.

The launches have complicated attempts to
restart talks between US and North Korean
negotiators over the future of Pyongyang’s

nuclear weapons and ballistic missile pro-
grams. Those denuclearization talks have been
stalled despite a commitment to revive them
made at a June 30 meeting between US
President Donald Trump and North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un. Earlier on Friday,
Pyongyang rejected a vow by South Korean
President Moon Jae-in a day earlier to pursue
talks with the North and to unify the two
Koreas by 2045.

The loss of dialogue momentum between
the North and South and the stalemate in
implementing pledges made at an historic
summit between their two leaders last year
was entirely the responsibility of the South, a
North Korean spokesman said. The unidenti-
fied spokesman repeated criticism that the
joint US-South Korea drills were a sign of
Seoul’s hostility towards the North.

“We have nothing to talk any more with
the South Korean authorities nor have any
idea to sit with them again,” the North’s
spokesman for the Committee for the Peaceful
Reunification of the Country said in a state-
ment carried by the official KCNA news
agency. The committee manages relationships
with the South. The rival Koreas are technical-
ly still at war after the 1950-53 Korean War
ended with a truce rather than a peace treaty.

South Korea’s unification ministry called
North Korea’s comments about Moon “not in
line” with inter-Korean agreements and
unhelpful for developing relations between
them. After an emergency meeting of South

Korea’s National Security Council held to dis-
cuss the launches, officials reiterated that the
joint drills are simply an opportunity to evalu-
ate whether South Korea could eventually
assume wartime control of the allied forces on
the peninsula.

‘Impudent guy’
Moon and Kim have met three times since

April last year, pledging peace and coopera-
tion, but little progress has been made to
improve dialogue and strengthen exchanges
and cooperation. “North Korea makes it
exceedingly difficult to build trust when it
interprets restraint as weakness and looks to
exploit divisions within South Korea,” said
Leif-Eric Easley, a professor at Ewha
University in Seoul.

Seoul and Washington should continue to
seek working-level talks with North Korea
but the allies should also prepare new sanc-
tions and renewed military cooperation if
Pyongyang continues to violate United
Nations resolutions and threaten its neigh-
bors, Easley said. The South’s Moon said in a
Liberation Day address on Thursday it was
only through his policy of Korean national
peace that dialogue with the North was still
possible. “In spite of a series of worrying
actions taken by North Korea recently, the
momentum for dialogue remains unshaken,”
Moon said in a speech marking Korea’s inde-
pendence from Japan’s 1910-45 colonial rule.
The North’s spokesman described Moon as an

“impudent guy” who is “overcome with
fright”. He said Moon had no standing to talk
about engagement with the North because of
the ongoing military manoeuvres. “His open
talk about ‘dialogue’ between the North and
the South under such a situation raises a
question as to whether he has proper thinking
faculty,” the spokesman said.

It was “senseless” to think that inter-

Korean dialogue would resume once the mili-
tary drills with the United States were over, he
said. However, the spokesman left open the
possibility of talks with the United States.
Trump and Kim have met twice since their first
summit in Singapore last year and said their
countries would continue talks. However, little
progress has been made on the North’s stated
commitment to denuclearize. — Reuters 

YANGON: Cradling her one-year-old daughter in a
house in southern Myanmar, 22-year-old Nu Nu Aye
recalled the reasons her husband gave for beating her.
She hadn’t looked after his rooster. She wouldn’t have
sex with him. In a meeting brokered by a village elder,
he said he would beat her when “necessary”. “His
abuse got worse after that,” she said. Finally, he tried
to strangle her while she was sleeping.

In Myanmar, where the US-funded Demographic
and Health Survey suggested at least one-fifth of
women are abused by a partner - a figure activists say
is likely an underestimate because many cases are not
reported - there is no specific law against domestic
violence. Women such as Nu Nu Aye, whose account
Reuters could not independently verify, usually rely on
intervention by local leaders to arrange settlements
with partners whose abuse is largely regarded as a pri-
vate affair.

Activists hope the first National Prevention and
Protection of Violence Against Women law, which the
government led by Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi
has been working on, will give women more protection
from violence, including domestic abuse. But the law,
first proposed in 2013, remains stuck in the drafting
stage, its provisions debated and revised over issues
such as whether to outlaw marital rape.

The delays are a growing source of frustration for
activists disappointed by the sluggish pace of reforms
in an area entirely under the control of the civilian gov-
ernment, which rules with the military in an awkward
power-sharing arrangement. “We have been waiting
too long for this law and are still waiting,” said one of
the activists, Nang Phyu Phyu Lin. The Ministry for
Social Welfare and Resettlement did not respond to
questions sent by Reuters and did not answer phone
calls seeking comment.

‘No protection’
Socially conservative and male-dominated,

Myanmar lived under military rule for half a century
until the election of the first fully civilian government in
2015. With the obvious exception of Suu Kyi, women
are largely absent from public leadership roles - there
are no other women in the cabinet and just 10 per cent
of lawmakers elected in 2015 were female.

A local saying, sometimes used in jest and sometimes
seriously, posits: “If you beat your wife until her bones
are broken, she will love with all her heart.” Myanmar’s
Penal Code, which dates back to the British colonial era,
is vague and rarely used to prosecute cases of domestic
violence. Its definition of rape is narrow and excludes
marital rape. “There is no protection as a woman in
Myanmar society,” one 28-year-old woman, who asked
not to be named for fear of retaliation, told Reuters.

When arguing with her husband over his drug use,
she was forced to protect herself and her baby son with
a kitchen knife, she said. “I didn’t know who to call for
help.” Enforcement of the law is especially weak in con-
servative rural areas, where women are often regarded
as the property of their husbands, activists say. Of 27
cases of domestic violence reported to police in south-
eastern Karen state in recent years, for example, just
one reached the courts, said Naw Htoo Htoo, the pro-
gram director at Karen Human Rights Group. 

The other cases were settled by a village elder,
imposing “little or no fine” on perpetrators, she said,
adding that those reported likely represent just a frac-
tion of the total number cases. In Dawei, a sleepy
coastal town further to the south, 31-year-old Kyu Kyu
Win recalled how her husband, accusing her of flirting
with other men, dragged her along the ground by her
hair. “If we have to stay together again, I will kill
myself,” she said. As she spoke, her brother interrupted.
“I don’t believe her,” he said. “Why do people always
talk about women’s rights? What about men’s rights?”
Local police often ignore or play down complaints of
domestic abuse, said Nu Nu Hlaing, the general secre-
tary of the Tavoyan Women’s Union, which runs one of
the country’s nine safe houses in the town. — Reuters

‘Until her bones are 
broken’: Activists 
fighting to outlaw 
domestic violence

Pyongyang says talks with South Korea are over

Taleban chief’s
brother killed in
Pakistan blast
QUETTA: The Afghan Taleban leader’s brother was
among four people killed in a blast at a mosque in
southwestern Pakistan Friday, insurgent sources and a
Pakistani official said. The Taleban have not officially
commented, but an unofficial statement circulating
among Taleban fighters on WhatsApp and seen by
AFP confirmed the claim. The blast comes at a deli-
cate moment as a deal between the insurgents and
Washington to end America’s war in Afghanistan is
believed to be imminent. 

Provincial police chief Mohsin Hassan Butt said
the explosion-the latest violence in a string of
attacks in  rest ive Balochistan province-was
caused by a remotely detonated bomb in the town
of Kuchlak. “The death toll is four ... and there are
23 others wounded,” senior police official Abdul
Razzaq Cheema told AFP.  A senior official with
the Balochistan provincial government confirmed
that Ahmadullah Azkhundzada, brother of the
Taleban chief Haibatullah Akhundzada, was among
the dead.

“This is confirmed that he is the brother of
Haibatullah,” he told AFP on condition of anonymity
as he was not authorized to speak to media. Two
Taleban sources-one in Quetta, the capital of
Balochistan, and one in Chaman, on the border with
Afghanistan-also said Ahmadullah had been killed.
“The explosion took place while Hafiz Ahmadullah
was reading sermon. Hafiz Ahmadullah was killed,”
one said. 

The list of dead and wounded issued by Sandeman
Hospital also carries the name “Hamdullah son of
Maulvi Mohammad Khan”. Taleban expert Rahimullah
Yusufzai said the mosque was attached to a madrassa
that had formerly been run by Haibatullah, the Taleban
leader. “After he became the emir he left this place,”
Yusufzai said. “His younger brother ... was running the
madrassas. He has been killed as far as we know.”

Local residents in Kuchlak on condition of
anonymity also said the mosque belonged to the fam-
ily. They said that Ahamdullah was a respected
Islamic scholar but had no links with the Taleban, tak-
ing over only after Haibatullah left to head up the
Taleban in 2016. The police official Cheema denied
the mosque was owned by the family, telling AFP that
it instead belonged to a local Baloch man who was
out of town at the time.  There was no immediate
claim of responsibility for the attack, which came as
speculation has reached fever pitch in Kabul that an
announcement about a deal between the US and the
Taleban is imminent. — AFP

Indonesia leader 
pledges to boost 
economy, move 
the capital city
JAKARTA: Indonesian President Joko Widodo said he
would press on with plans to move the nation’s capital and
roll out measures to kickstart Southeast Asia’s biggest
economy as it feels the sting of slowing global growth.
Widodo asked parliament to sign off on a plan for a new
capital in Borneo, shifting Indonesia’s political heart from
Jakarta - one of the world’s fastest-sinking cities that is
plagued by a host of ills, from eye-watering traffic jams
and pollution to the risk of earthquakes and floods.

“I’m asking for your permission to relocate our capital
to the island of Kalimantan,” he told lawmakers, referring
to Indonesia’s portion of Borneo, in a sweeping state-of-
the-nation address. “A capital is not only a symbol of a
nation’s identity, it also represents its progress,” he added.
Widodo did not reveal a specific location for the country’s
new capital or timing for any move.

Speaking a day before the 74th anniversary of

Indonesia’s independence, the recently re-elected leader
said his second term would focus on cutting red tape and
luring foreign investment. He pledged to boost lagging
productivity, turn Indonesia into an electric-vehicle hub
and focus on improving worker skills in the sprawling
country of some 260 million people. Analysts have said
Indonesia should overhaul its rigid labor laws and dizzy-
ing bureaucracy, which have been cited as barriers to
investment.

“We have to be faster and better than our neighbors,”
Widodo said. “We’re facing a tumultuous global economy
and geopolitical change.” Later Friday, Widodo announced
a spending budget of 2.5 trillion rupiah ($175 billion) for
2020, and ticked up the government’s economic growth
forecast for next year to 5.3 percent, from an earlier 5.2
percent. “That’s going to be difficult to achieve given cur-
rent global conditions,” said University of Indonesia econ-
omist Lana Soelistianingsih, referring to the new forecast.

Widodo struggled to lift growth in his first term despite
a huge roads-to-railways infrastructure building blitz. The
economy has been expanding around five percent annual-
ly, but that is well short of the seven percent Widodo had
pledged in his first term. This week, it posted its slowest
rate of quarterly growth in two years. Resource-rich
Indonesia is grappling with weaker prices for commodities
like coal and palm oil, as the global economy falters on the
back of US President Donald Trump’s intensifying trade
war with China. — AFP 

UNDISCLOSED LOCATION: Photo shows the test-firing of a new weapon, presumed to be a short-
range ballistic missile, at an undisclosed location.  — AFP 

A birth, a death 
amid Kashmir’s 
harsh lockdown
SRINAGAR: Around the time Mohammad Sikander Bhat
lay dying at home in Indian Kashmir’s main city of
Srinagar, Shafiq Ahmed was racing to get his pregnant
wife to a hospital, negotiating about 85 km of highways
through a maze of heavily guarded checkpoints. Amid
severe movement restrictions and a total communications
blockade, triggered by Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s decision to withdraw special rights for Jammu and
Kashmir state, one man perished without his last wish ful-
filled: that of seeing his three daughters.

The other battled the odds, saved his wife, and became
father to a son. The death and the birth and both families’
struggles reflect the human cost of the government’s harsh
clampdown in the Kashmir valley, home to nearly seven
million people. For the first five days after the govern-
ment’s move, parts of Srinagar had been turned into a
fortress, blanketed with armed paramilitary and rolls of
concertina wire blocking main streets. Anyone attempting
to cross the checkpoints faced questions.

It was around 2 pm on Aug 7 that Bhat - suffering from
cancer in his 70s - asked his son to go fetch his daugh-
ters, his son said, declining to be named because he
feared authorities could disapprove of him talking to the
press. On most days, it would not take more than 10 min-
utes to drive to their homes, he said. That day it took more
than an hour. “By the time I came back, father had passed
away,” he told Reuters. Under normal circumstances, he
said they would have tried to call a doctor and make one
last attempt to save Bhat, a moustached man with a love
for gardening.

“This time, we could do nothing,” his son said, because

there were no telephones available to help bring a doctor
quickly to Bhat’s side. Authorities say the lockdown and
the detention of hundreds of local leaders aim to prevent
widespread protests in the region, which is also claimed by
neighboring Pakistan. Some of these movement restrictions
have now been eased, but aside from a few hundred public
telephones, all communication remains blacked out for the
12th straight day.

Highway hell
Kokernag, a town in southern Kashmir, where Ahmed

lives with his wife and daughter, was also locked down on
Aug 7, he said. A lean man with a ready smile, Ahmed took
his expectant wife to a nearby hospital for a check-up.
There, doctors concerned about her blood pressure,
referred her to the district hospital at Anantnag, some 25
km away, saying they did not have staff because of the
shutdown. “And if something happened, they said they
wouldn’t be able to manage without communications,”
Ahmed said.

So, Ahmed, his wife, his daughter and sister-in-law
piled into an ambulance. Ahmed said what is typically a
45-minute journey took more than two hours, passing
through eight checkpoints. At the Anantnag district hospi-
tal, staff quickly ran tests. Again they determined they
could not risk it, Ahmed said, asking him to take his wife to
the main maternity hospital in Srinagar, about 60 km (37
miles) away, for a safe delivery. They were stopped 10
times and it took them 2-1/2 hours instead of one to get to
Srinagar, where his wife was able to deliver a healthy boy.

But the rest of the family is in the dark. “Nobody has a
clue where we are, in Kokernag, Anantnag or anywhere
else,” Ahmed said, because all communication lines are
down. The news of Bhat’s death has not travelled far either.
On an overcast morning last weekend, a crowd of about
100 men and boys gathered at Bhatt’s gravesite in Srinagar
on the banks of the Jhelum river for prayers. A military hel-
icopter flew overhead as they prayed for Bhat. Paramilitary
police stood at an adjoining bridge. — Reuters

BALI: Participants climb greasy poles to claim a prize at
Seminyak beach on the resort island of Bali yesterday dur-
ing a pole climbing contest to celebrate Indonesia’s 74th
anniversary of independence from Dutch rule. — AFP 

SRINAGAR: Protesters shout slogans at a rally against the Indian government’s move to strip Jammu and Kashmir of
its autonomy and impose a communications blackout in Srinagar. — AFP 


