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News in brief

32 missing as boat sinks 

BUKAVU: Thirty-two people are missing, feared dead,
after a boat carrying more than 70 passengers capsized on
Lake Kivu in the east of the Democratic Republic of
Congo, officials said yesterday. Initial reports after the
motorized piroque - a large canoe - sank Thursday
evening “indicate that 46 people were rescued and 32 are
missing,” local authorities in the province of South Kivu
said in a statement. It did not give a death toll but said
each affected family had been given money to organise
“funeral arrangements worthy of our drowned country-
men.” “Overloading was the main cause of the capsize,”
local head Christian Chiringwi in Luhihi said.  In the neigh-
boring province of Tanganyika meanwhile a similar acci-
dent late Thursday left two people dead, local officials said.
Such incidents occur regularly in DR Congo, with poorly
built and maintained boats often overloaded with people
and cargo while safety equipment is minimal. —AFP 

Boy stages own kidnap

LAGOS: A 15-year-old Nigerian boy has been arrested
for demanding a ransom from his father after staging his
own kidnap with his friends in central city of Jos, police
said yesterday. The teenager and four accomplices aged
between 15 and 22, were apprehended by police last
week, after demanding a 500,000 naira (1,250 euros)
ransom from his distressed father. “It was staged perfect-
ly”, Plateau State police chief Terna Tyopev said.  “We
are detaining them to ascertain why they did it and
whether they have been behind other kidnaps that have
been occurring in the area,” he said. When the boys were
asked why they staged the kidnap, they made “suspicious
claims”, including that they wanted to buy clothes,
Tyopev said. Days before the incident, the boy’s father
had sold his car to raise money for school fees for his
children and to pay household bills. —AFP 

Mexican women protest 

MEXICO CITY: Hundreds of women demanding pro-
tection from Mexico City’s police force took to the
streets Friday after a number of high-profile sexual
assault cases involving serving officers. To shouts of “I
do believe you!” and “My friends protect me, you
don’t,” the initially peaceful rally ended with some
participants lighting a fire on the second floor of a
police building and vandalizing a bus station. The pro-
tes ters  a l so  sprayed gra f f i t i  on  the  cap i ta l ’s
Independence Monument, adorning the base of the
stone edifice with the slogan “damned pigs!” Two
reports of attacks on women this month have sparked
outrage and bitter recriminations against the city’s
police force, with protesters mobil izing on social
media through the hashtag #NoMeCuidanMeViolan,
or “They don’t protect me, they rape me.” A 17-year-
old girl said four police officers assaulted her in a
patrol car in the city’s north. —AFP 

Russia’s one-man protests 

MOSCOW: Russian opposition activists held small one-
man protests in Moscow yesterday to demand free elec-
tions, as the wave of the Russian capital’s larger demon-
strations took a breather this weekend.  In a move to cir-
cumvent restrictions by the authorities, activists took
turns to hold protest signs as such demonstrations do not
technically need approval. The protests, held at several
locations in central Moscow, were a far cry from the wave
of rallies in which tens of thousands took to the streets
after opposition figures were banned from local elections
a month ago. The previous rallies, which have taken place
every Saturday since the ruling, were the biggest since
mass protests broke out in 2011 against President
Vladimir Putin’s return to the Kremlin after a term as
prime minister. Police have come down hard on the
demonstrations, which have tapped into wider anger over
declining living standards and a stalling economy. —AFP

NEW YORK: An autopsy on disgraced US financier
Jeffrey Epstein - who was found dead in his jail cell -
has concluded that he committed suicide by hanging,
a coroner said, answering one of the questions sur-
rounding his death. The ruling comes six days after
the 66-year-old, who was accused of trafficking girls
as young as 14 for sex, was discovered dead in New
York’s high-security Metropolitan Correctional
Center. New York’s chief medical examiner Barbara
Sampson said in a statement emailed to AFP that
“after careful review of all investigative information,
including complete autopsy findings” it was deter-
mined that Epstein killed himself.

The New York Times cited officials as saying that
Epstein had used a bedsheet to hang himself. The
report came a day after US media reported that pre-
liminary findings from the post-mortem examination
had found broken bones in Epstein’s neck. Epstein, a
multi-millionaire who once counted Britain’s Prince
Andrew and US President Donald Trump as friends,
was charged with one count of sex trafficking of
minors and one count of conspiracy to commit sex
trafficking of minors. 

According to prosecutors, Epstein sexually exploit-
ed dozens of teenagers at his homes in Manhattan and
Florida between 2002 and 2005. He denied the charges
but faced up to 45 years in jail if found guilty.  Epstein’s
lawyers said Friday they were “not satisfied with the
conclusions of the medical examiner” and would con-
duct their own investigation into his death, including
demanding to see video footage from the jail.

“It is indisputable that the authorities violated their
own protocols,” the lawyers said, decrying the “harsh,
even medieval conditions” at the facility. The FBI and
Justice Department are investigating how such a high-
profile inmate managed to take his own life just weeks
after an earlier reported suicide attempt. The warden of

the Metropolitan Correctional Center where Epstein
was housed has been temporarily reassigned and two
guards put on administrative leave pending an investi-
gation. The guards were reportedly asleep when they
should have been checking on Epstein.

Epstein’s death came a day after a court released
documents in which an alleged victim said he used her
as a “sex slave” and that she was forced to have sex
with well-known politicians and businessmen. Virginia
Giuffre has alleged she was forced to have sex with
Prince Andrew, former US Senator and architect of the
Northern Irish peace deal George Mitchell, ex-New
Mexico governor Bill Richardson and American celebri-
ty lawyer Alan Dershowitz.

Lawsuits 
They have all strenuously denied the allegations.

Prosecutors have pledged to pursue cases against any-
one else involved in Epstein’s alleged crimes and earlier
this week FBI agents raided his private island in the
Caribbean. Several women have also come forward
seeking damages. On Wednesday, Jennifer Araoz filed a
lawsuit against Epstein’s estate, his former girlfriend
Ghislaine Maxwell and three other female accomplices.

Araoz said she was raped by Epstein as a 15-year-
old. She said Maxwell, a British socialite and daughter
of the late fraudster and media mogul Robert Maxwell,
enabled his crimes. Maxwell’s whereabouts are
unknown but she was recently photographed at a
restaurant in Los Angeles, according to US reports. On
Friday two other women filed a $100 million lawsuit
against Epstein’s estate. They were working as host-
esses in a Manhattan restaurant in 2004 when a woman
described as a “recruiter” for Epstein approached them,
they said.

The recruiter allegedly offered the pair hundreds of
dollars each to go to Epstein’s home and give him a

massage, assuring them there would be no sexual con-
tact, according to the lawsuit. Two days later they
went to Epstein’s luxurious mansion near Central Park.
Once they were in the massage room, the eight-page
lawsuit said, Epstein was sexually aggressive towards

them before giving them several hundred dollars.
Epstein was convicted in Florida in 2008 of paying
young girls for massages but served just 13 months in
jail under a secret plea deal struck with the then state
prosecutor.  —AFP

Women file new $100 million lawsuit against Epstein estate

Disgraced US financier Epstein 
hanged himself, Coroner rules

NEW YORK: A protest group called ‘Hot Mess’ hold up signs of Jeffrey Epstein in front of the Federal
courthouse in New York City. Two more women have filed a $100 million lawsuit against the estate of
Jeffrey Epstein, accusing the tycoon of having sexually abused them 15 years ago. —AFP

50 years on,
Northern Ireland 
still reckons with
army killings
LISBURN: For many Britons, the soldiers who inter-
vened in Northern Ireland 50 years ago this week are
unsung heroes who tried to keep the peace in a region
riven with sectarian tensions. To many Irish, they
instead helped fuel the conflict. The army’s 38-year
presence in the province has left a bitter legacy in the
form of a fierce political debate over whether soldiers
should be prosecuted for alleged crimes. 

“The ramifications echo right through contemporary
Northern Ireland - the politics of now,” said Dominic
Bryan, a professor at Queen’s University Belfast. The
dispute has led to demonstrations on both sides. The
Northern Ireland Veterans Association, which is holding
an anniversary memorial event in the town of Lisburn
yesterday, said its members were “concerned”.

The most emblematic incident was “Bloody
Sunday”. On January 30, 1972, British soldiers opened
fire on a Catholic civil rights march in Londonderry,
killing 13. One more person died later. After a long
campaign for justice by the families, Northern Irish
prosecutors earlier this year announced that one sol-
dier will stand trial for murder in September.

The announcement infuriated supporters of
Britain’s military intervention but was broadly wel-
comed by the families, although they said it was not
enough. “It’s still an ongoing campaign,” John Kelly -
whose brother Michael was killed on Bloody Sunday -
told AFP. “Out of 18 soldiers there’s only one being
prosecuted. All 18 should have been prosecuted

because they murdered innocent people on our
streets that day.” “What people want is truth and jus-
tice, it’s as simple as that.”

Prosecutions and inquiries over other killings are
also still ongoing, dividing British and Northern Irish
society over whether - and how - justice should be
sought. Some 10 percent of the 3,500 victims of “The
Troubles” were killed by members of the military and
police. Many are considered among the most egre-
gious missteps in the conflict, perpetrated by security
forces tasked with ensuring law and order, sometimes
against unarmed civilians.

Rallies for veterans 
The matter has been complicated by British MPs call-

ing for amnesty for soldiers, matching prison release deals
given to some 500 republican and loyalist paramilitaries
when the conflict ended. Prime Minister Boris Johnson and
other MPs have voiced fears veterans are being hounded
into old age by the threat of criminal action, with little
chance of conclusively clearing their names.

Whilst campaigning to take charge as prime minis-
ter, Johnson promised to end “unfair” prosecutions of
soldiers. London and Belfast rallies of retired soldiers
have been held to support “Soldier F” - the veteran
who will stand trial - with protestors claiming they have
unfairly become the main focus of investigations. But
some fear offering an amnesty to soldiers who served in
Northern Ireland would be a tacit admission of guilt
among those who served with integrity.

‘Uneven playing field’ 
There are also concerns there will be an imbalance in

justice if prosecutions are sought for events clouded by
the passing of time. “While the army kept extremely
good operational records, the terrorists did not,”
Richard Dannatt, a former head of the British Army who
served in Northern Ireland, wrote in the News Letter
paper in 2018. “This makes a very uneven playing field
on which to conduct these retrospective investigations.”

As a condition of the 1998 Good Friday Agreement
which ended the conflict, for example, the Provisional
Irish Republican Army (IRA) also destroyed their
weapons caches, a valuable source of ballistic evidence.

‘Long term cost’ 
From the other side, there is also concern the

British government would withhold evidence against
its forces for purposes of national security, shielding it
from scrutiny. Unionist politicians are also wary of
creating a moral equivalence between the actions of
state-designated terrorists and security forces. Trials
could undermine the legitimacy of the British govern-
ment’s decision to intervene and offer legitimacy to
the actions of republican paramilitaries, responsible
for the overwhelming majority of killings. Professor
Bryan added: “The full cost of the deployment of sol-
diers are not just the cost of lives at the time... but the
long term cost in terms of historical memory and
where it leads politics.” —AFP

Zimbabwe
police beat 
protesters 
HARARE: Riot police in Zimbabwe on
Friday fired teargas and beat demon-
strators who defied a protest ban, as the
opposition accused President Emmerson
Mnangagwa’s government of surpassing
Robert Mugabe’s regime in brutality.
Scores of people gathered in a square in
the capita l  Harare to demonstrate
against the country’s worsening econo-
my, despite massive police deployment
and a ban upheld by a court the same
morning.

Police cornered one group of protest-
ers and beat them with batons, an AFP
reporter saw.  One woman was seen
being carried into a Red Cross ambu-
lance. The protesters then regrouped,
singing songs condemning police brutal-
ity. As the crowd swelled, police fired
teargas and water cannons. 

“People were just singing... peaceful-
ly. Then they saw the police coming -
they were encircling people, they were
actually surrounding the supporters then
they came closer to us and started beat-
ing people,” a 35-year-old protester
who gave her name as Achise said. She
said police beat “an old woman”. “This is
worse than during colonial times,” said a
man who declined to be identified. Police
said in a statement they had arrested 91

people for various offences, but rights
groups said there had been 128 arrests.

‘Worse than Mugabe’ 
Dozens of police were deployed in

running battles with protesters, many of
them from the opposition Movement for
Democratic Change (MDC). The protest
took place in Africa Unity Square, over-
looking the Zimbabwean parliament, is
where crowds gathered in November
2017 to demand Mugabe, the country’s
long-time autocratic ruler, step down.

MDC leader Nelson Chamisa slammed
Friday’s “brutal” clampdown as even
worse than during Mugabe’s era. “We
not only have an illegitimate regime in
this country, we have a rogue regime,”
Chamisa said. Seven people suffered
serious injuries, including a woman, he
said. “What is clear is that it’s turning out
that the regime in Harare is far worse
than the Mugabe regime. One would be
persuaded to think that Mugabe is back.” 

Friday’s protests went ahead after
MDC plans for large-scale marches were
banned by police late Thursday. An MDC
attempt to challenge the ban in court was
then rejected. The party’s vice president,
Tendai Biti, told reporters outside the
High Court:  “The fascist  regime has
denied the right for Zimbabweans to
demonstrate”. “There is no difference
between Mnangagwa and Mugabe. We
jumped from the frying pan into the fire
after the November coup,” he said.

Supported by the mi l i tary,
Mnangagwa took over from Mugabe
before winning disputed elections in July

2018. He vowed to revive Zimbabwe’s
sickly economy. But many Zimbabweans
say the situation has worsened, with
shortages of basic goods and skyrocket-
ing prices. Around five million people -
almost a third of the country’s 16 million
population - are in need of aid and at
least half of them are on the cusp of
“starvation”, the World Food Program
(WFP) warned this month.

‘Long winter of discontent’ 
The government, through the infor-

mation ministry’s  Twitter  account ,
described Friday’s violence as “a few
skirmishes”. “Normalcy has returned to

Harare,” i t  added. Zimbabwe Human
Rights NGO Forum, a coalition of 21
human rights groups, on Thursday said
six opposition and rights activists had
been abducted and tortured by unidenti-
fied assailants ahead of the demonstra-
t ion. Chamisa said the number had
grown to 18. Chamisa vowed to push on
with more protests. “What you are see-
ing is just but a teaser, this is an intro-
duct ion, we are going to be on the
streets until the state responds,” he said.
Friday’s protests are the first since ral-
lies in January against Mnangagwa’s
decision to hike fuel prices that ended in
deadly clashes with troops. —AFP 

LISBURN: Veterans pose for a photograph at a memorial event
organized by the Northern Ireland Veterans Association in
Lisburn, south of Belfast yesterday to mark the 50th Anniversary
of the start of Operation Banner. —AFP

HARARE: A protester lies unconscious on the ground after being beaten by
police near Unity Square in Harare. —AFP


