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KUWAIT: Some MPs spoke about what some of
their colleagues have said about the population struc-
ture, calling for legislations to be discussed during the
upcoming term that will prevent bringing expat labor
to the country. Parliamentary sources said the demo-
graphic issue has no presence on the National
Assembly’s agenda for next term which will start at
the end of October. They said the population issue is
multifaceted with many government agencies
involved, such as the interior ministry, manpower
authority, chamber of commerce and the civil service
commission, and it is impossible to make conclusive
decisions in just a few months.

The sources said some MPs proposed solutions
such as halting work permits for some nationalities,
increasing service fees, allocating a quota for each
community, in addition to imposing health insurance

on every expat and an annual fee for services. They
said such proposals are made for electoral gains, but
they need extensive studies and legislative amend-
ments because they may have negative repercussions,
especially since the public sector is still suffering from
a weakness in Kuwaitis’ productivity. This made many
government agencies to retain expats, while many are

employing expats on an ad hoc basis, because the
civil service commission hasn’t allocated places for
non-Kuwaitis.

Licenses to build
Separately, official sources at the housing authority

said the owners of land south of Sabah Al-Ahmad City
will not be given licenses to build before completing
the infrastructure of the area, the first of which is the
new sewerage system that links the city with two sta-
tions being built south of the country. The sources said
the housing authority wants to avoid problems of hasty

granting of construction licenses in Sabah Al-Ahmad,
believing companies will finish their work before citi-
zens build their homes, which led to the flooding of the
area and damaging homes. They said the sewer station
in Um Al-Haiman, which will be ready soon, will deal
with any problem in the sewerage network, adding that
the city when complete will be named Sabah Al-Awal
(Sabah I) City.

In other news, the Commerce and Industry Ministry
moved 10 experienced employees from the supervision
and consumer protection department to Sharq fish
market to boost the supervisory presence there.
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While the Gulf region and many coun-
tries including the US are confronting
serious challenges in the region,

Kuwait appears safe from conflicts under the
wise foreign policy led by HH the Amir of Kuwait
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, and many
Kuwaitis are not worried. Has Kuwaiti foreign
policy succeeded in maintaining a difficult bal-
ance in the tense region? The answer is yes, and
here is why.

Kuwait is the only Arab country that has not
publicly faced a foreign diplomatic crisis in the
past 10 years with almost any country except in
its relations with the Syrian regime within the
framework of the Gulf, Arab and international
stance to condemn the violence there. Yet, lines
remain open for dialogue and diplomacy.

Kuwait’s foreign policy is supported by the
positions of the political leadership represented
by HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, who is considered one of the most open
Arab leaders and most committed to the protocol
of participation in regional, Arab and internation-
al events. In fact, the policy of neutralizing adver-
saries has been very successful for Kuwait, and it
did not drift to enter into a tense relationship
with any external party or state within its territo-
rial sphere.

Even in the global campaign against terror,
Kuwait has always been content to provide logis-
tical support to the international coalition, even in
times of tension with Iran or Iraq. Moreover,
Kuwait has offered various initiatives to neigh-
boring Iraq following the tensions after the inva-
sion by the former Saddam regime and main-
tained a balance in respect for the self-determi-
nation of the peoples of neighboring countries.

Indeed, Kuwaiti diplomacy has succeeded in
not creating opponents, which is difficult today
for many Arab and foreign countries, as Kuwait is
among the few countries in the world that does
not have direct enemies or even tensions in its
external relations that pose a threat to security of
the country’s nationalism. So, Kuwait indeed is
the Arab country with the most positive external
alliances with various countries in the world.

Kuwait is located in a geopolitical and geo-
graphic area that is inflamed by wars, disputes
and conflicts, in addition to being a rich oil coun-
try. The reality is that the Gulf states, including
Kuwait, export 40 percent of the world’s energy
needs, and their strategic position contributes to
the stability of the world.

While many Arab countries have classified
the Muslim Brotherhood as a terrorist organiza-
tion, Kuwait has not made such a classification
to respect the privacy of every country as long
it is under the law and the constitution that
allows freedom of thought and expression to all
components of society, taking into account the
diversity of the Kuwaiti society’s composition of
citizens and expats. The majority of the compo-
nents of the society are in harmony under the
state and a constitution that guarantees all
rights and freedoms that may not be permitted
by other countries.

Moreover, internal political movements and
the opposition did not have any negative impact
on Kuwaiti foreign policy and its relations with
other countries. I know that we are not an ideal
state and we have opponents or individuals who
chose to exile themselves and stay outside the
country over political rivalries, but this did not
change or affect foreign policy in any way.

While Kuwait’s neighbors have been tense
with Iran, including the United States, Kuwait did
not sever its relations with Tehran. Kuwait also
acted as a peace broker, and the same applies to
its position towards Qatar and the Gulf states. As
a Kuwaiti citizen, I feel proud that my country is
on the rise. I like it that Kuwaitis can enter many
nations without a visa, although citizens of many
Arab countries face difficulties in the freedom of
travel and getting a visa.

I believe that there is a deep understanding in
Kuwait’s foreign policy that no country in this
world should think it has a right to interfere in the
affairs of others, or that their religions or beliefs
are incompatible with the concepts adhered to
by the countries of the world under the charter of
the United Nations.

According to the Index of Peace in
International Relations, Kuwait is among the gov-
ernments that do not face clear tensions in rela-
tions at all political, military, security, economic
levels. There is no doubt that Kuwait’s foreign
policy has succeeded for decades, while others
have failed or are struggling in maintaining a bal-
ance. I am proud of my political leadership and
the success of my homeland. 

Kuwait’s foreign policy
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KUWAIT: The National Assembly’s building and other Kuwait City landmarks. — KUNA

Kuwait Amir condoles
Pakistan president on
mosque blast victims
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of condolences to Pakistan
President Arif Alvi over victims of a blast at a mosque near
the city of Quetta, killing at least four and injuring 22 others.
His Highness the Amir prayed to Allah the Almighty to bestow
blessing upon the deceased, and wished a speedy recovery
for the injured. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah also sent a cable of condo-
lences to President Alvi over the victims of the explosion. His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah sent a similar cable. Meanwhile, Kuwaiti
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem sent cables
of condolences to Pakistan’s parliament speaker Asad Qaiser
and President of the Senate Mohammad Sadeq Sanjrani. The
blast took place in the premises of a religious seminary
located in Kuchlak area on the outskirts of the provincial
capital shortly after the Friday prayer. — KUNA

Kuwait Airways
eighth in punctuality
among 175 airlines
KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways ranked eighth in punctu-
ality among 175 international airlines, according to a
report by the British aviation company (OAG), which
is specialized in checking the productive perform-
ance of the civil aviation sectors. “We are honored by
the latest report issued by the world’s most credible
agencies in evaluating the performance of airports
and airlines in the world,” Chairman of Kuwait
Airways Board of Directors, Yousef Al-Jassem, said in
a press release. Jassem pointed out that the results of
the report showed that the rate of the punctuality of
Kuwait Airways was 88 percent in July. He noted that
being the eighth place among the 175 major interna-
tional airlines affirms the good application of time-
bound policies adopted by the board of directors and
implemented by the executive management efficiently
and professionally. Jassem stressed the company’s

endeavor to achieve more, to acquire the satisfaction
of its customers in various fields, and to complete its
leading role in the field of civil aviation at both Arab
and international levels. Kuwait Airways was estab-
lished in 1953 as a private company under the name
of ‘Kuwait National Airlines Limited.’ The government
of Kuwait acquired 100 percent ownership in 1962
and has about 40 destinations worldwide. — KUNA

Food trucks, Kuwaitis’ latest trend

KUWAIT: Many young Kuwaitis have a knack for dabbling with fresh ideas for small businesses, and the food truck one is the latest of those. A large vehicle with an installed kitchen,
the idea of a food truck is to go to where customers reside and/or work, lending the concept of ‘customer approach’ a rather literal meaning. — KUNA


