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CINCINNATI: Nick Kyrgios stepped off court to
smash two racquets and toss his shoes to spectators
Wednesday in a meltdown during a second-round
ATP Cincinnati Masters loss to Russia’s Karen
Khachanov.

Eighth-seeded Khachanov rallied for a 6-7 (3/7),
7-6 (7/4) 6-2 victory over the volatile Australian,
but the final set was close to farce, with Kyrgios en-
gaged in a running dialogue with Irish chair umpire
Fergus Murphy.

“He has a really great talent but sometimes the
head not in the right place,” Khachanov said. “It was
a really difficult match for me — I had to really work
it out, how to get the win. “It’s really tough (playing
Kyrgios), not only for me but for everybody. You
have to try and handle it, then you can have chances
to win the match. Always try to stay in there.”

Kyrgios, who won his sixth career ATP singles
crown two weeks ago in Washington, also com-
plained last week in Toronto in an apparent dis-
pute as to why he could not have a white towel
during a match.

World number 27 Kyrgios, rarely far from con-
troversy, was defaulted three months ago after
throwing a chair as he quit a match in Rome. The lat-
est iteration of the Kyrgios saga erupted after he lost
the second set to Khachanov. 

Sitting in his chair at the pause, Kyrgios suddenly
announced he was going on a bathroom break, with
Murphy telling him there was no time. The Aussie
walked anyway, carrying two racquets with him. Tel-
evision showed him going through a stadium door
partly made of glass and smashing his racquets be-

fore collecting them and walking back onto court.
All the while, he was nagging and occasionally

cursing at Murphy. Kyrgios calmly held his own at
the start of the final set, producing a hold which fea-
tured three aces. But it was the ice-calm Khachanov
who took advantage, breaking for 4-2 and running
out to a 5-2 margin.

Kyrgios, by now hardly in the match, double-
faulted to hand over two match points and served
up another double after saving a first match point.
He refused to shake Murphy’s hand on the way off
court and tossed his shoes and other soft articles
into the crowd and handing his broken racquets to
young fans before walking off.

At one point in the drama, Kyrgios stood at the
back of the court, wrapping his racquet grip, which
Murphy kept telling him he was not ready. Kyrgios
told Khachanov to go ahead and serve, but the
Russian declined until all was in place on the Kyrgios
side of the net.

Tournament supervisor Gerry Armstrong sat
near the court, observing, but was not called upon
to make any ruling during the bizarre closing stages
of the evening. Khachanov will play Frenchman
Lucas Pouille in third round.

Meanwhile, Yoshihito Nishioka secured a dream
result on Wednesday as he defeated longtime idol
and Japanese countryman Kei Nishikori 7-6 (7/2),
6-4 at the ATP Cincinnati Masters. Sixth-seeded
Nishikori, Asia’s top-ranked player, went down to his
77th-ranked compatriot, who came through quali-
fying, in just over 90 minutes.

For the winner, the second-round success was

legendary. “I was so excited to play with him, be-
cause he’s the hero of the Japanese tennis, Asian ten-
nis,” Nishioka said. “I couldn’t sleep yesterday, I
know him very well. I was watching him when I was
junior. I was learning many things from him.

“I tried to go his weakness, I just wanted to be
my best against my hero. “This was a very important

experience for me. Today I learned many things from
him. The most important thing was to play with him.”

Nishikori, a 2014 US Open finalist, has never
been past the third round in Cincinnati while Nish-
ioka is making his first appearance. Nishioka will aim
for the quarter-finals today against Australian Alex
di Minaur.  —AFP

Fiery Nick Kyrgios smashes 
racquets, tosses shoes in loss

Japan’s Nishioka knocks out idol Nishikori

MASON:  Nick Kyrgios of Australia throws his racket against Lorenzo Sonego of Italy during Day 3 of the
Western and Southern Open at Lindner Family Tennis Center on August 12, 2019 in Mason, Ohio. —AFP

Fate of India-Pak 
Davis Cup tie to be 
decided on Monday
MUMBAI: The All India Tennis Association will
discuss its concerns over next month’s Davis Cup
tie between India and Pakistan with security ad-
visers from the International Tennis Federation
(ITF) on Monday, AITA General Secretary Hiron-
moy Chatterjee has said.

Security representatives of the governig bodies
will speak in a telephone call that will also be at-
tended by India’s Davis Cup captain Mahesh Bhu-
pathi, after which AITA will decide whether the
Indian team travels to Islamabad, Chatterjee added.

The Indian side wants safety guarantees before
travelling for the Sept. 14-15 tie, with tensions high
between the neighbours after New Delhi removed
“special status” from its portion of the contested re-
gion of Kashmir. AITA wrote to the ITF on Wednes-
day to ask if the tie could be moved to a neutral
venue or postponed after Pakistan last week ex-
pelled India’s ambassador and suspended bilateral
trade and public transport links with its neighbour.

India and Pakistan have fought two wars over
Kashmir since 1947 and came close to a third in
February after an attack on Indian police by a Pak-
istan-based militant group resulted in air strikes by
both countries. —Reuters

Osaka, Halep
advance, 
Barty beats
Sharapova 
CINCINNATI: World number one Naomi
Osaka and Wimbledon champion Simona Halep
battled to three-set triumphs Wednesday at the
ATP and WTA Cincinnati Masters while top
seed Ashleigh Barty ousted Maria Sharapova.

Reigning US and Australian Open champion
Osaka needed more than two hours to outlast
Aliaksandra Sasnovich 7-6 (7/3), 2-6, 6-2. The
Japanese star will next face a third-round
match against Taiwan’s Hsieh Su-Wei, who de-
feated American Jennifer Brady 7-6 (11/9) 6-3.

Osaka finally scored a win here at the US
Open warm-up after losing in the first round a
year ago. “I was just trying to have fun,” Osaka
said. “In the second set I was taking myself too
seriously and was down on myself.

“Now I just want to have fun and enjoy it.
That’s what I’m supposed to do.” Osaka ad-
vanced with eight aces, 24 winners and breaks
on four of five chances against an opponent who
was treated on her right knee several times.

Australia’s Barty, 23, won the battle of former
number one players in just over 90 minutes. The

reigning Roland Garros champion beat five-
time Grand Slam winner Sharapova, who was
Cincinnati champion in 2011, for the second
time this season after a win at the Australian
Open.

It was Barty’s 40th victory of 2019 and she
goes on to face Estonia’s Anett Kontaveit, who
beat Polish teenager Iga Swiatek 6-4, 7-6 (7/2).
Barty said she remained focused after last
week’s opening defeat in Toronto.

“It was certainly no panic sessions after last
week. I knew I was a little bit underdone going
into Toronto and certainly had no worries or
concerns there,” Barty said. “I’ve been striking
the ball really well over the last seven or eight
days. I found my groove a little bit more. It took
a little bit to adjust to conditions, but it was
easy for me to swing out at the start.”

Barty fired 18 winners, breaking Sharapova
four times as the Russian made 31 unforced er-
rors. Fourth-seeded Halep took a late break in
the penultimate game of the final set to beat
Russian Ekaterina Alexandrova 3-6, 7-5, 6-4
after two hours on court.

The Romanian has finished runner-up in
Cincinnati three times, last reaching the final a
year ago against Kiki Bertens. In the next
round, the 27-year-old, who retired injured
from her Toronto quarter-final against Czech
qualifier Marie Bouzkova last week, will face
American Madison Keys, a 6-4, 6-1 winner over
Russia’s Daria Kasatkina.

“It was a very, very tough match,” Halep
said. “She played well, hitting the ball very

strong. “Mentally, it was tough to return for me
at the start after playing injured last week.
“But I didn’t have pain, which is good. It took
time to get a rhythm and then do something on
court.” —AFP

MASON: Ashleigh Barty of Australia returns a shot to Maria
Sharapova of Russia during the Western & Southern Open
at Lindner Family Tennis Center in Mason, Ohio.  —AFP


