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der is blissfully unspoilt, thanks to the diffi-
culty of reaching its towns by public transport.
With a car, however, you can visit a series of
tiny coves wrapped around golden beaches
bordering crystalline water - some backed by
small towns where you might find a place to
linger over paella, others completely un-
touched.

The Cami de Ronda is a coastal path con-
structed for police patrols to watch out for
smuggling at the end of the Civil War, and runs
almost uninterruptedly for the entire length of
the Costa Brava. These days it’s used as a hik-
ing route, and even small sections of it can be
incredibly rewarding - ask the tourist office
for a map.

Make for the mountains
Though known as a mountain range,

Collserola - which flanks Barcelona to the
northwest - is really a string of hills providing
some spectacular views across the city and

out to sea. Similarly good for a morning’s hike
is the small mountain of Montserrat, consid-
ered the spiritual home of Catalonia for the
Benedictine monastery that perches there.
Take a cable car or cog-wheel train to get up
there and enjoy the panoramic views.

Skiers, however, will want to head for the
Pyrenees, which usually have a good smatter-
ing of snow in winter and cater for all budgets
and abilities - from the family-friendly La
Molina to the royalty-friendly Baqueira Beret.
Glorious mountain towns provide plenty of
accommodation and eating options if the re-
sorts or the lively Puigcerda don’t appeal - La
Seu d’Urgell is especially lovely, a mostly me-
dieval town with a Romanesque cathedral.

Follow in the footsteps of Cistercian
monks

Bafflingly under-visited by tourists, the
town of Montblanc is one of Catalonia’s most
picturesque, a labyrinth of winding streets,


