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In this file photo Donatella Versace waves as she takes part in the
NYC Pride March as part of World Pride commemorating the 50th An-
niversary of the Stonewall Uprising in New York City. — AFP

A young man skateboarding next to the Shanghai Long Museum in
Shanghai. — AFP photos

A boy practicing on a skateboard near the Shanghai Long Museum
in Shanghai.

Young people skateboarding next to the Shanghai Long Museum in
Shanghai.

A young man skateboarding next to the Shanghai Long Museum in
Shanghai.

Skateboarders
squeezed out in fight
for Shanghai streets
An argument erupts after a skateboarder whizzes past a

toddler, narrowly avoiding clattering into the little girl.
On another occasion, a security guard throws buckets of

water on a stretch of concrete to stop skateboarders practicing
there. Skateboarding will make its Olympic debut in Tokyo next
year, but many in the growing scene in Shanghai complain that
they have few places to go and are looked down upon as trou-
ble-makers. Guan Kangrong travels more than one hour to visit
a public skate park next to the Huangpu River, which runs
through Shanghai.

The trouble is that it is frequently busy with small children-
themselves deprived of places to run free as Shanghai modernizes
and residential, office and retail blocks compete for space.  Near-
misses involving the skateboarders and children are frequent, as
are rows with the parents. “It happened this morning-we had a
small skateboarding activity in the skatepark but kids came and
occupied the place,” said the 16-year-old Guan.

“Their parents criticized us and tried to persuade us (to leave).
If we cannot reach an agreement, an argument follows.” The par-
ents and their children, who cascade down the concrete ramps on
“bum sliders” designed for snow, usually win and many skate-
boarders have been scared off, said Guan. There is a sign saying
the area is for skateboarding only, but it is so small that few peo-
ple see it and security guards show little desire to enforce the rule.
The facility is also falling into disrepair, the concrete cracked and
crumbling, while metal grooves running along the ground are an
unwelcome hazard. 

‘Lack of discipline’ 
The Shanghai city government declined comment to AFP. How-

ever, state media in May hit out at a group of young skateboard-
ers practising their moves on one of Shanghai’s busiest shopping
streets.  They were accused of “lack of self-discipline” and duly
told to clear off. The Xinmin Evening News said there were plenty
of dedicated skateboard areas in the city of 24 million people, in-
cluding the battleground riverside park.

Kong Jianhao, founder of skater group BASE, said that
summed up the opposition he and his friends often face. Many of
the young skateboarders sport tattoos, adding to the impression
that they are a fringe group in a society where conformity is
strongly encouraged.  “In foreign countries skateboarding can be
as popular as cycling and roller-skating,” said the 26-year-old.

“However, in China, skateboarding is a ‘special’ sport because
Chinese may think it dangerous and niche. “The majority of older
people may think skateboarders are not good kids and skate-
boarding is not a good sport.” Kong, who has a tattoo on one
bicep, founded BASE nine years ago. It now has at least 2,000
members, many of them teenagers or students, and he says skate-
boarding is increasing in popularity. The local sports authority
has begun organizing competitions, he said, and old-fashioned
attitudes are slowly changing. 

‘They drive us away’ 
But while perceptions are softening, skateboarders say they

face a squeeze on where they can go. There are paid-for facilities
in Shanghai, but these tend to be expensive and inconvenient to
reach, say many skateboarders. They would be happy to practice
on the streets or in other public spaces, but sometimes they are
fined or chased away by the black-shirted security guards that
are omnipresent in Chinese cities. For the past year Chen Xaifei,
a university student, has travelled more than one hour to visit a
specially built public facility in a western suburb.

But when AFP recently visited Linkong skate park it was un-
clear whether it was still open. The 19-year-old Chen, whose tat-
toos include a US dollar on one arm, said: “If we want to go inside,
we need to climb over (the fence).  “To clear us out of here, secu-
rity guards even sprayed water on the ground before.  “From
Monday to Friday, they will not care too much about you, but on
weekends they are strict and drive us away.” — AFP

Luxury fashion brands Versace, Coach, and Givenchy have
apologized for making perceived affronts to China’s national
sovereignty with T-shirts listing Hong Kong and Taiwan as

separate countries. Versace was criticized on Sunday for a T-shirt
that implied Hong Kong and Macau-both semi-autonomous cities
in China-were independent. Hong Kong has become a particularly
sensitive subject in mainland China as the Asian financial hub has
been plunged into months of pro-democracy protests.

On Monday, images of a 2018 Coach T-shirt that said Taiwan-
a self-ruled democratic island Beijing regards as its territory-and
Hong Kong were not part of China again provoked anger online.
Givenchy too was outed for a similar offence: a black T-shirt that
listed Taiwan and Hong Kong separately from cities in mainland
China. All three companies have tried to minimize the damage
over the mistakes that cost them their high-profile Chinese brand
ambassadors.

Coach said in a statement Monday that the clothes with the
“serious inaccuracy” had been pulled, adding it was “fully aware
of the severity of this error and deeply regret it”. The brand cor-
rected its website as well, after Chinese users shared screenshots
online showing Hong Kong in a “find by country” drop-down list.
Versace has also apologized. “We love China and resolutely re-
spect China’s territorial national sovereignty,” the Italian brand
wrote on its Twitter-like Weibo account on Sunday.

The controversial T-shirts were removed from its official sales
channels and “destroyed” on July 24, the company explained.
Givenchy’s Weibo apology also reiterated its respect for China’s
sovereignty, and said the brand “resolutely upholds the One China
Principle.”

‘Sacred and inviolable!’ 
Chinese users online, however, were not mollified. “There

should be no missing part of China-Versace get out of China!”
wrote one angry Weibo user Monday. Versace’s representative in
China, actress Yang Mi, said she would stop collaborating with
the fashion house over the T-shirt incident, saying the brand was
“suspected of damaging our country’s national sovereignty.”

Similarly Coach’s ambassador, Chinese model Liu Wen, said
she was terminating her work with the brand over its T-shirt blun-
der. “At all times, China’s national sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity are sacred and inviolable!” she posted on her official
Weibo account. “I love my motherland, and resolutely defend
China’s national sovereignty!” she wrote. And Jackson Yee, a
hugely popular singer in boyband TFBoys, also pulled the plug
on collaborating with Givenchy.—AFP
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