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KAMPALA: A forest of slender white poles
topped with dark, unblinking eyes is quietly
sprouting on the rubbish-strewn, potholed street
corners of the Ugandan capital. Police say the new
$126 million closed-circuit television camera
(CCTV) system, supplied by Chinese telecommu-
nications giant Huawei Technologies Co Ltd, will
slash spiraling violent crime.

Opposition leaders say law enforcement agen-
cies are too corrupt and overburdened to use the
footage to identify criminals. They worry police
may use the cameras, which have facial recogni-
tion technology, to target demonstrators in violent
clampdowns as an election approaches in 2021.
“The CCTV project is just a tool to track us, hunt
us and persecute us,” said Ingrid Turinawe, a
leader in the Forum for Democratic Change,
Uganda’s largest opposition party.

Facial recognition technology has become in-
creasingly pervasive around the world, raising
concerns about potential abuses. Officials in San
Francisco voted in May to ban its use by city per-
sonnel. Huawei technicians have already helped in-
telligence officials in Uganda and at least one
other African country spy on their political oppo-
nents, according to an investigation published by
the Wall Street Journal on Wednesday.

In Uganda, they helped crack the encrypted
communications of popular musician turned politi-
cian Bobi Wine; police swarmed a concert that
would have featured surprise opposition speakers
and arrested him and dozens of supporters, the
paper said. In Zambia, Huawei employees helped

the government access the phones and Facebook
pages of bloggers critical of the president so they
could be tracked and arrested, the paper reported.

Huawei rejected the Journal’s “unfounded and
inaccurate allegations”, telling Reuters in an email:
“Huawei’s code of business conduct prohibits any
employees from undertaking any activities that
would compromise the data or privacy of our cus-
tomers or end users, or that would breach any
laws.” Uganda’s cameras are part of Huawei’s Safe
City initiative, which has
been rolled out in more
than 200 cities world-
wide, including in China,
Pakistan and Russia.

In Africa, Huawei has
sold CCTV systems to
countries such as Kenya,
Egypt and Zambia where
activists have raised sim-
ilar concerns over privacy
and effectiveness. In Eu-
rope, France, Germany and Serbia have small proj-
ects with Huawei’s initiative. The US government
has restricted trade with Huawei and four other
Chinese firms, accusing them of espionage and
stealing intellectual property. It is also lobbying to
persuade US allies to keep Huawei out of next-
generation 5G telecommunications infrastructure,
citing concerns the company could spy on cus-
tomers. Huawei has repeatedly denied it is con-
trolled by the Chinese government, military or
intelligence services.

Surging crime
Surging crime in Uganda is fuelling public

anger towards President Yoweri Museveni, 74,
who has been in power since 1986 and will likely
seek another five-year term. Police in the oil-rich
East African nation recorded 4,497 homicides last
year, nearly double the number of five years ago.
Kidnappings for ransom, once rare, rose to 202
cases in 2018, an eightfold jump from 2017. In one
notorious case, the 28-year-old daughter of a

wealthy businessman was
kidnapped and killed de-
spite her family paying
kidnappers $200,000.

Police investigations
currently rely heavily on
witness interviews,
Charles Twine, a
spokesman for the police
Criminal Intelligence and
Investigations Department
said. It’s a notoriously slow

and unreliable way to build a case. There are not
enough detectives and no forensic specialists. Twine
declined to give statistics but said police manpower
was “critically wanting.” The police website said in
2015 the force was 45,000-strong. That’s about half
the United Nations-recommended ratio of one po-
liceman per 500 citizens.

A 2015 budget paper for the ministry of internal
affairs said there were about 5,500 detectives.
Twine said police must turn to civilian experts if they
need DNA analysts, toxicologists or fibre experts.

He hopes CCTV footage will be the answer, letting
investigators “know who has committed the crime,
how did he commit it, which route did he take, and
which tools did he have.” About 2,500 out of a
planned 3,200 cameras covering metropolitan
Kampala have been installed. Huawei will eventually
extend the system to all major towns in the country.

Crumbling justice
But some current and former law enforcement

officials are sceptical that high-tech aids such as
CCTV or new forensic tools such as planned DNA
and fingerprint databases will have an impact on
crime. Uganda’s police are poorly paid and have
little investigative training, said Herbert Karugaba,
a Ugandan police investigator for 17 years before
he joined the UN to probe genocide and war
crimes in Rwanda and Cambodia. “It’s money
down the drain,” said Karugaba. “It is the quality
of the man and woman in uniform... that matters.”

Uganda’s Human Rights Awareness and Pro-
motion Forum, an advocacy group, had its own
CCTV running in May 2016 when robbers killed
a guard and stole computers. The group gave the
video to police. Nothing happened. “After months
of investigations they eventually told us our case
file is lost. There’s no record anywhere of our
case,” said Adrian Jjuuko, the group’s head. “If
there’s no political will to investigate or prosecute
crime, nothing will change. It’s all nonsense, CCTV
or no CCTV. Police start on a monthly salary of
about $150. Most prosecutors earn about $270.
Lawmakers take home around $6,500. —Reuters
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Six police wounded in 
Philadelphia shooting
WASHINGTON: Six police officers were shot and wounded in
the US city of Philadelphia on Wednesday during an hours-long
incident that began when police tried to execute a narcotics
warrant, the Philadelphia Police Department said. All of the of-
ficers were later released from hospital, but police Commis-
sioner Richard Ross Jr said that in 30 years he had never seen
so many officers shot over such a long period of time.

The incident comes after two mass shootings in the US ear-
lier this month-one in Dayton, Ohio and the other in El Paso,
Texas-left a total of 31 people dead. Two other officers who had
been trapped in a house with the suspected shooter-who had
been firing out of the window-were finally freed later in the
evening, Ross said during a press conference. The suspect was
later taken into custody and SWAT personnel were clearing the
house, department spokesman Eric Gripp said on Twitter.

Gripp had first tweeted about the incident hours earlier,
around 4:40 pm local time (2040 GMT), and continued to advise
the public to stay away from the area throughout the evening.
“It is nothing short of astounding that in such a confined space
that we didn’t have more of a tragedy than we did,” Ross said.
The episode began as an attempt to execute a narcotics warrant
“that went awry almost immediately,” he explained. Philadelphia
Mayor Jim Kenney praised his city’s police department but
called out federal and state politicians for their response to gun
violence. —AFP

Starvation killed 
Franco-Irish teen 
in Malaysia
SEREMBAN: A Franco-Irish teen who disappeared from a
Malaysian resort likely starved and died of internal bleeding
after about a week in the jungle, with no immediate sign of foul
play, police said yesterday. There was no indication that 15-
year-old Nora Quoirin, who had learning difficulties, was ab-
ducted or sexually assaulted, they said, announcing the results
of an autopsy. 

But the lawyer of her family, who believe she may have been
abducted, said it was too early to rule out a criminal element
in the case. Her unclothed body was discovered Tuesday in a
ravine in dense jungle following a 10-day hunt involving hun-
dreds of people, helicopters and sniffer dogs.  She went miss-
ing from the Dusun Resort, not far from Kuala Lumpur, on
August 4, a day after checking in for a holiday with her Lon-
don-based family.

Speaking after the post-mortem examination, Negeri Sem-
bilan state police chief Mohamad Mat Yusop told reporters the
teen suffered “bleeding in her intestines due to not eating” as
well as “extreme stress”. The schoolgirl is believed to have died
two to three days before her body was found, he said.  “For the
time being, there is no suspicion of foul play,” he said. 

There were “some scratches on her body” after days in the
rainforest, but nothing suspicious, he said. “The parents can
claim her body.” Police had classified her disappearance as a
missing persons case. But the family’s French lawyer, Charles

Morel, told AFP that “at this stage for the family, it is premature
to rule out a criminal element. “We need to wait to find out all
the results from the autopsy to know more.”

‘Unbearable’ loss
Her body was airlifted by helicopter out of the ravine -

about 2.5 kilometers from the resort - and transported to hos-
pital in Seremban town where her relatives identified it. Medics
conducted a long autopsy Wednesday, starting in the morning
and only finishing late at night, as a media pack waited outside
the hospital for news. In a statement released Wednesday by
The Lucie Blackman Trust, a charity that supports relatives of
British people missing overseas, her relatives said she was the
“heart” of the family. —AFP

SEREMBAN: Members of a rescue team take part in an ongoing search effort to lo-
cate missing 15-year-old Franco-Irish teenager Nora Quoirin in Seremban. —AFP 


