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LONDON: Opposition parties launched rival
campaigns to topple Prime Minister Boris John-
son and stop him taking Britain out of the Euro-
pean Union without a deal, illustrating fractures
in the anti-Brexit movement that make neither
scheme likely to succeed. Johnson has promised
to push through Brexit by Oct. 31, with or without
a deal, setting the scene for a showdown in par-
liament where a majority of lawmakers are op-
posed to an EU divorce without a transition
agreement.

With parliament the main obstacle to John-
son’s “do or die” pledge, lawmakers are urgently
seeking a way to remove him or change the law
to delay Brexit. Jeremy Corbyn, the veteran so-
cialist leader of the Labour Party, said lawmakers
should support a vote of no confidence and back
him to lead a “strictly time-limited temporary
government” that would postpone Brexit and
hold an election.

“This government has no mandate for No
Deal, and the 2016 EU referendum provided no
mandate for No Deal,” Corbyn said. “I therefore
intend to table a vote of no confidence at the ear-
liest opportunity when we can be confident of
success.” A handful of lawmakers from Johnson’s
own Conservative Party said they would listen to
Corbyn’s proposals. However, his chances of suc-
cess were crippled by the leader of the anti-
Brexit Liberal Democrat party, Jo Swinson, who
said Corbyn was not the right figurehead for an
emergency government. “We are facing a na-
tional crisis. We may need an emergency govern-
ment to resolve it but if Jeremy Corbyn truly
wants that to succeed, surely even he can see, he

cannot lead it,” she said. Swinson’s rival idea for
a senior parliamentarian to lead a national unity
government is unlikely to be accepted by Corbyn.
Britain’s electoral law lets another party try to
form government within 14 days of a successful
no-confidence vote, but only if they have a ma-
jority in the 650-seat parliament. Johnson has a
working majority in parliament of just one seat,
including several lawmakers who have said they
could vote to bring down the government. How-
ever, without the Liberal Democrats’ 14 votes,
Corbyn’s plan is unlikely to succeed. And without
the support of Corbyn and his sizeable circle of
committed supporters, any other plan also has
little chance.

Battle looms
A spokeswoman for Johnson’s office said the

Labour leader was showing contempt for the
2016 referendum. “Jeremy Corbyn believes that
the people are the servants and politicians can
cancel public votes they don’t like,” she said.
Lawmakers return from their summer break on
Sept 3 for a battle over Brexit that will determine
the fortunes of the world’s fifth-largest economy.
Labour’s business spokeswoman said a challenge
in parliament could come days later.

Johnson, who led the 2016 campaign to leave
the EU, has staked his premiership on getting
Britain out by Oct. 31 and accused some lawmak-
ers of “collaborating” with Brussels. Opponents
of a sudden departure without a deal say it would
be a disaster for what was one of the West’s most
stable democracies, shattering supply chains,
damaging global growth, and weakening Britain’s

standing in the world. Brexit supporters say while
there may be short-term disruption, it would pro-
vide a clean break from the struggling bloc and
eventually allow the economy to thrive. 

The pound, which tumbled in recent weeks on
the prospect of a turbulent exit, was largely un-
moved by Corbyn’s and Swinson’s proposals.
Corbyn, a low-key Remain campaigner during
the 2016 referendum, has been under pressure
within his party to step up efforts to prevent it
from happening. He said he hoped his proposal
to lead a caretaker government could “halt the
serious threat of No Deal, end the uncertainty

and disarray, and allow the public to decide the
best way ahead”.

But he is a divisive figure and even his own
party, which has faced accusations of anti-Semi-
tism under his leadership, would struggle to form
a majority of his own. While the political turmoil
has led to an unprecedented level of cross-party
cooperation, many in Johnson’s Conservative Party
and others would still find it difficult to vote for a
Corbyn-led administration. Conservative law-
maker Alistair Burt, a former foreign office minister
who is opposed to a no-deal Brexit, said he could
not support the Labor leader.  —Reuters
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LONDON: New Liberal Democrat Sarah Wollaston (center), a former Conservative, sits next to Liberal Democrat
MP Chuka Umunna (right), a former Labor MP, at an event where party leader Jo Swinson gave a keynote
speech on Brexit yesterday. —AFP

Child sex abuse 
victims sue 
accusers under 
new US law
NEW YORK: Hundreds of alleged child sex abuse
victims filed civil cases in New York State
Wednesday under a new law that allows them to
seek damages for crimes going back decades. The
Child Victims Act extends the statute of limitations
for victims of childhood sexual abuse. It was ap-
proved by Governor Andrew Cuomo in February
but opposed by the Catholic Church. 

The law allows alleged victims until the age of
55 to file civil cases and 28 for criminal suits, com-
pared to a limit of 23 under the old rule. It also es-
tablishes a one-year litigation window for any
victim, regardless of age, to take civil action. It is
not known how many lawsuits were filed across the
multiple courts in New York State, which is home
to 30 million people including seven million
Catholics. 

But lawyer Jeff Anderson said his firm was filing
cases for more than 200 victims of abuse by clergy

plus other cases against scout leaders, doctors and
teachers. “This is a momentous time for coura-
geous survivors who have waited so long for jus-
tice in New York,” Anderson told a press
conference. “They now have an opportunity to take
back power stolen from them when they were kids
and start to heal,” he added.

Jeanne Marron, one of Anderson’s clients who
says she was sexually abused at a Catholic school
for five years, said she didn’t believe the cases
would ever come to fruition. “I never thought I’d
be here today,” she said. New York state courts
designated 45 judges, including 12 in New York
city, to prepare for an expected influx of law-
suits.  “(They) are critically important cases, rais-
ing numerous challenging legal issues, that must
be adjudicated as consistently and expeditiously
as possible across the state,” Chief Administra-
tive Judge Lawrence Marks said in a statement
Tuesday.

Although many of the accused will be dead, the
law allows victims to sue institutions. A woman who
says disgraced financier Jeffrey Epstein raped her
when she was 15 filed a case against his estate, as
well as his former girlfriend Ghislaine Maxwell and
three other unidentified accomplices. Since last Au-
gust’s publication of a grand jury report detailing
decades of sexual abuse in Pennsylvania, many states
have opened investigations to uncover abuses in the
Catholic Church. —AFP

Republican lawmaker 
questions if humans 
would have survived 
without rape, incest
WASHINGTON: Controversial Republican congressman Steve King set off yet
another firestorm on Wednesday when he questioned whether the world’s
human population would exist if rape and incest did not occur throughout his-
tory. King, a fierce conservative who is an avid supporter of President Donald
Trump, was defending his opposition to abortion in all cases, including rape and
incest, during an address to the Westside Conservative Club in his home state
of Iowa. “What if we went back through all the family trees and just pulled those
people out that were products of rape or incest? Would there be any population
of the world left if we did that?” King said in a video of his comments posted
by the Des Moines Register. “Considering all the wars and all the rape and pil-
lage that’s taken place... I know I can’t certify that I’m not part of a product of
that,” he added. “I’d like to think that every one of the lives of us are as precious
as any other life.”

King is a polarizing figure in Congress, with a history of making racist state-
ments - last year he questioned why the language of white supremacy was of-
fensive. The latest remarks triggered a bipartisan backlash. Randy Feenstra, a
Republican Iowa state lawmaker who is challenging King in next year’s party
primary, said the congressman is merely serving as the Democrats’ “best hope”
of keeping control of the US House. “Trump needs defenders in Congress, not
distractions,” Feenstra said on Twitter. —AFP


