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ADEN: Tens of thousands of Yemenis rallied in
Aden yesterday in support of separatist forces
who took over the southern port, the temporary
seat of Yemen’s Saudi-backed government, in a
move that exposed rifts in a Sunni Muslim mili-
tary coalition. The United Arab Emirates-backed
southern separatists seized control of govern-
ment military bases last weekend, fracturing the
Saudi-led alliance battling the Iran-aligned
Houthi group and complicating UN peace ef-
forts to end the war. “There is no daylight be-
tween the UAE and Saudi Arabia when it comes
to Yemen. We are completely aligned,” a UAE
official said in a statement.

“We remain deeply concerned over the situ-
ation in Aden, and the coalition’s engagement
on-the-ground is evolving with the aim of es-
tablishing conditions for stability, security and
peace,” the official added. Demonstrators de-
manded recognition of southerners’ right to self-
rule in Aden, where the government of
Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi is based after being
ousted from power in the capital Sanaa by the
Houthis in late 2014.

Many travelled into Aden from other south-
ern provinces on Wednesday, sleeping overnight
in the central parade square. One man held up a
battered old identity document from former
South Yemen and many waved the South Yemen
flag. “We call on the international community
and the Arab coalition led by Saudi Arabia and
the UAE to respect the southern people as a key
partner in stemming the Persian tide in the re-

gion and fighting terrorism to achieve...regional
and global stability,” said a statement to mark
the rally.

The separatists are a major component of the
Western-backed alliance that intervened in
Yemen against the Houthis in March 2015, but
have a rival agenda to Hadi’s government. The
war has revived old strains between north and
south Yemen, formerly separate countries that
united into a single state in 1990. The rally state-
ment, issued by civil society groups and unions,
accused Hadi’s government of mismanagement,
saying it had become “a guillotine at Yemenis’
necks”. The Southern Transitional Council (STC)
took over Aden after accusing the Islah party al-
lied to Hadi of being complicit in a Houthi missile
attack on southern forces earlier this month, a
charge the party denies.

Political settlement
A local official told Reuters that separatist

forces had moved away from the nearly empty
presidential palace and central bank. There was
no sign yet they had quit the military camps.
Saudi-owned Al Arabiya TV said a Saudi-UAE
team arrived in Aden yesterday. An STC
spokesman told Reuters on Wednesday they
would keep control unless the Islamist Islah,
seen by the UAE as an offshoot of the Muslim
Brotherhood, and northerners were removed
from positions of power in the south.

Hadi’s government has called the move a
“coup”. The UAE has echoed a Saudi call for

dialogue to exit the crisis but did not call on
southern forces it funds and arms to cede con-
trol. The UAE official said Abu Dhabi and
Riyadh continue to call on all parties to meet
to discuss a political settlement. Riyadh wants
to host a summit to resolve matters. Hadi’s gov-
ernment said it would not participate until STC
forces withdraw and asked Abu Dhabi to stop
backing them.

The UAE, Saudi Arabia’s main military ally on

the ground for most of the war, has scaled back
its presence in Yemen since June amid Western
pressure to end the war that has killed tens of
thousands and pushed Yemen to the brink of
famine. It said it will continue to back some
90,000 Yemeni forces made up of southern sep-
aratists and coastal plain fighters. The war is
largely seen in the region as a proxy war between
Saudi Arabia and Tehran. The Houthis say their
revolution is against a corrupt system. — Reuters
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Jihadists down Syria 
plane, detain pilot 
KHAN SHEIKHUN: Jihadists yesterday downed a regime plane
flying over northwest Syria as it took part in a deadly campaign
that has seen loyalists inch forward against their opponents, a
monitor said. An AFP correspondent saw smoke rising in the
south of Idlib province above the debris of the plane, with its
wing bearing the Syrian flag. After eight years of civil war in
Syria, the Idlib region-controlled by Syria’s former Al-Qaeda af-
filiate-is the last major stronghold of opposition to President
Bashar Al-Assad’s regime.

Regime and Russian air strikes, as well as rocket fire, have
pounded Idlib for more than three months, killing hundreds and
displacing 400,000 people. Over the past week, pro-Assad fight-
ers have nibbled away at the southern edges of Idlib and on
Wednesday they stood just kilometers away from a key jihadist-
held town. The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said
Wednesday’s downing of the plane was the first such incident
since late April.

“The pilot has been taken prisoner” and is in the hands of
the Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) jihadist group running the Idlib
region, Observatory head Rami Abdel Rahman said. HTS and
the correspondent said the Russian-made war plane was
downed near the town of Al-Tamanaa. The crash site lies east
of the near-deserted town of Khan Sheikhun, which lies on a
key highway coveted by the regime. The road in question runs
through Idlib, connecting government-held Damascus with the
northern city of Aleppo, which was retaken by loyalists from
rebels in December 2016.

Rescue worker killed
“Regime forces are now four kilometers from Khan Sheikhun

to the west, with nothing between them and it but fields,” Abdel
Rahman said earlier on Wednesday. To the east, pro-Assad fight-
ers are battling to control a hill just six kilometers from the town,
he said. Also on Wednesday, Russian air strikes killed four civilians
near the town of Maaret Hurma in the south of Idlib province, ac-
cording to the Observatory, which relies on sources inside Syria
for its information. They included a paramedic, an ambulance
driver, and a rescue worker, it said. Four other civilians died in
regime strikes on the town of Maaret Al-Numan. Clashes on
Wednesday killed 16 regime forces, as well as 24 jihadists and
seven allied rebels, the Observatory said.

AFP correspondents have reported seeing dozens of families
flee fighting over the past few days, heading north in trucks
stacked high with belongings. On the highway not far from the
Turkish border on Wednesday, a family was driving north in their
pick-up truck. “We left our sheep, we left our homes, and we fled,”
said Abu Ahmad, 55, behind the wheel on the road near the town
of Sarmada. Sitting beside him, his wife Umm Ahmad said they
had left farmland full of grapes and figs behind near the town of
Maaret al-Noman.

A buffer zone deal brokered by Russia and Turkey last year
was supposed to protect the Idlib region’s three million inhabi-
tants from an all-out regime offensive, but it was never fully im-
plemented. An alliance led by HTS fighters took full control of the
anti-Assad stronghold in May. Regime and Russian air strikes and
shelling since late April have killed more than 820 civilians, ac-
cording to the Observatory.  It said more than 1,280 jihadist fight-
ers and 1,140 regime forces have died in the same period. The
United Nations says dozens of health centers have been targeted.
Humanitarian workers have warned that any fully-blown ground
attack on Idlib would cause one of the worst humanitarian disas-
ters of Syria’s war. — AFP
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Mali children facing 
a spike in violence
BAMAKO: UN child protection body UNICEF has warned -
children in Mali faced rising violence with more than 150 killed
in the first half of the year in jihadist and ethnic attacks. “More
than 150 children were killed in the first half of 2019 and 75
were injured in violent attacks,” a UNICEF statement said.

“Recruitment and use of children in armed groups dou-
bled in comparison to the same period in 2018, and more than
900 schools remain closed due to insecurity,” it added.
French forces intervened in Mali six years ago to chase out
jihadist groups that had taken over much of the country’s
north, but organizations linked to Al-Qaeda and the Islamic
State group are still active there. Meanwhile, ethnic conflicts
have added to the volatile mix, especially in central Mali.

“We must not accept the suffering of children as the new
normal,” the UNICEF statement quoted executive director
Henrietta Fore as saying. The UN stabilization force in Mali,
MINUSMA, published last week the results of an investiga-
tion that said 22 children aged between one and 12 years old
(11 girls and 11 boys) were among the 35 people killed during
an attack on June 9 against the village of Sobane Da, in an
ethnic Dogon enclave. Most had been burned to death or suf-
focated inside homes that had been set ablaze, the report said.
“Increasing inter-communal violence and the presence of
armed groups has resulted in repeated attacks which have led
to the killing and maiming of children, their displacement and
separation from their families, and their exposure to sexual
violence and psychological trauma,” UNICEF said. — AFP

KHAWR MAKSAR: Yemeni Southern separatists’ supporters demonstrate in the Khormak-
sar district of Yemen’s second city of Aden yesterday. — AFP 


