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Hot and humid weather did little to dampen the enthusiasm
of thousands of Indians who gathered yesterday at the
Indian Embassy to celebrate India’s 73rd Independence
Day. The celebrations got off to a solemn start with Indian

Ambassador K Jeeva Sagar garlanding the statue of Mahatma
Gandhi, the Father of the Nation. The ambassador then hoisted
the national flag at 8 am in the presence of embassy officials and
community members, followed by the singing of the national an-
them. He also read out Indian President Ram Nath Kovind’s ad-
dress to the nation and briefly addressed the gathering.

The president in his address commended the successful gen-
eral elections held recently in India, the largest democratic exer-

cise in the world, and called upon the people to stand by the gov-
ernment in order to take advantage of various reforms and devel-
opment efforts being undertaken by the government. 

In his address, the ambassador called upon the Indian dias-
pora in Kuwait to continue to keep up its good work as a law-
abiding community and maintain the trust and confidence of the
leadership, the government and the people of the friendly coun-
try of Kuwait.

The large crowd during the celebration - numbering around
6,000 people - represented a cross-section of the largest expa-
triate community in Kuwait, reflecting India’s ethnic, linguistic, re-
ligious and cultural diversity. Cultural programs were held to mark
the occasion that included a performance by the Burhani Guards
Band and patriotic songs by various Indian cultural associations. 
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Indian Ambassador Jeeva Sagar with other embassy officials during the India Independence Day celebrations. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
The ambassador garlands the statue of Mahatma Gandhi.

The ambassador greets Kuwaiti singer Mubarak Al-Rashid.

The ambassador interacts with the crowd. 

The ambassador addresses the gathering.


