
Friday 5

#trashtagkuwait leverages social
media for environmental activism

organizations, art groups and musicians as well to
help spread the message and reach different com-
munities to relay the importance of tackling waste
management and litter in Kuwait. 

KT: What are the places you have cleaned so far?
Maceira: So far, Trashtag Kuwait has cleaned

several beaches along the coast, including
Sulaibikhat beach, Mangaf beach, Mahboula beach,
Salmiya beach, Shuwaikh Free Zone beach, Sabah
Hospital area beach, Khairan, Abu Hassaniya beach,
Marina beach, Blajat beach and a few parks as well.
We’ve had to hit some of these locations a few times
to tackle all the accumulated waste. So far we’ve
collected more than 400 bags of waste and recycla-
ble material, several tyres, carpets and other debris. 

KT: How many people have participated in the
cleanup campaign?

Maceira: The group was founded towards the
end of April, where we had around a dozen mem-
bers for the first cleanup. Since then we’ve become
a group of 125 members and more are joining each
weekend after our events. 

KT: How have people reacted to Trashtag?
Maceira: I’ve noticed that whenever people

come across our work and are unfamiliar with the
challenge, they say Trashtag rather hesitantly and

linger over the word ‘trash’. I think they expect us to
contradict them with a nicer and more prestigious
label, but at the end of the day, we believe by stay-
ing as Trashtag, we are tackling the issue in Kuwait
head on. It is a taboo, and many people are per-
plexed by the work we’re doing, but many people
are also very engaged and dedicated to contribut-
ing to the mission.  

We believe serious change must be effected on a
national and governmental level to counteract the
plastic choking Kuwait’s oceans and polluting our
environment. While receiving support from many
groups and individuals has been essential, we will
only accomplish saving the environment from plas-
tic with the cooperation and support of government
officials who take the conversation seriously and
lead Kuwait into a greener, cleaner and safer future. 

Want to help out?
Join @trashtagkuwait’s clean up meet ups at
various local parks and beaches. This
Saturday, August 17 at 5:30pm in Salmiya
park. Follow on Instagram for more info. 


