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CINCINNATI: World number one Novak Djokovic got
his US Open build up off to a smooth start with a
straight-sets win in Cincinnati on Tuesday as back trou-
ble forced Serena Williams to withdraw. Defending
champion Djokovic double faulted three times as he
dropped serve in the opening game against Sam
Querrey but quickly put things right and pulled away for
a 7-5, 6-1 victory over the American.

“I ended the match well even if the start was nervy,”
said Djokovic, who would break Querrey twice to take
the first set then roll to victory in his first match since
beating Roger Federer in the Wimbledon final last month.

“Sam was feeling comfortable on the court at the start
and dictating. It was tough facing his big serve,”
Djokovic said. “I’m just pleased with this challenge in
quick conditions, I’m glad I overcame it. “I’m hoping for a
better performance in the next round.”

Williams, meanwhile, was left just trying to get healthy
before the August 26 start of the US Open, pulling out of
her scheduled first-round match against qualifier Zarina
Diyas just days after she was forced to retire from the
WTA Toronto final with back spasms.

“I came to Mason (Ohio) on Sunday and have tried
everything to be ready to play tonight, and was still
hopeful after my practice this morning,” Williams said in
a statement released by tournament officials. “But unfor-
tunately my back is still not right.”

It’s another injury blow for 23-time Grand Slam cham-
pion Williams, who was hampered by knee trouble earli-
er this season and remains in search of her first title since
the 2017 Australian Open.

In early action, Stan Wawrinka won a first-round bat-
tle as he eliminated 2017 Cincinnati champion Grigor
Dimitrov 5-7, 6-4, 7-6 (7/4). Under leaden skies after an

overnight thunderstorm, Dimitrov broke in the 12th game
of the first set to take the lead.

The 33-year-old Swiss fought back with the only
break in the second set. Wawrinka then raced into a 5-
1 lead in the final set but wasted two match points in
the eighth game and was broken twice while serving
for victory.

Wawrinka had to hold off his Bulgarian opponent in
the final-set tiebreaker before squeezing through in
more than two and a half hours with his 10th ace.
Wawrinka, who played a 2012 semi-final here, will face
Russian qualifier Andrey Rublev, a 6-7 (4/7), 6-4, 6-2
winner over 15th seed Nikoloz Basilashvili from Georgia.
In other opening-round matches, Montreal semi-finalist
Gael Monfils exited to Frances Tiafoe 7-6 (9/7), 6-3 and
Belgian David Goffin beat Taylor Fritz of the United
States 6-4, 4-6, 6-4.

VENUS TOPPLES BERTENS 
In women’s play, defending champion Kiki Bertens fell

in the second round to Venus Williams, with the 39-year-
old American putting her decades of experience to good
use in a 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (7/4) victory.

“Before the match I felt quite good. Stepping on
court, I’d say first few games was pretty bad,” Bertens
said.  “I didn’t start the match in a loose way. I knew that
I had to defend the title.” Williams, who reached the
semi-finals in 2012, has not been past the second round
in Cincy since then.

Former US Open finalist Madison Keys knocked out
2017 Cincinnati champion Garbine Muguruza of Spain
6-7 (4/7), 7-6 (7/5), 6-4. Former number one Angelique
Kerber continued a dismal hardcourt summer, losing in
the first round for a second straight week as she fell 7-6
(9/7), 6-2 to Estonian Anett Kontaveit. —AFP

MASON:  Novak Djokovic of Serbia returns a shot to Sam Querrey of the United States during Day 4 of the Western and Southern Open at Lindner Family Tennis Center in Mason, Ohio. — AFP

Djokovic advances, Serena pulls out 
Wawrinka eliminates 2017 Cincinnati champion Dimitrov 

Chris Sale
makes strikeout
history in
Boston’s win
CLEVELAND: Jackie Bradley Jr. hit a
tiebreaking home run in the top of the 10th
inning as the visiting Boston Red Sox over-
came blowing a five-run lead to beat the
Cleveland Indians 7-6 Tuesday night. After
the Indians tied the score on Francisco
Lindor’s RBI double in the bottom of the
ninth, Bradley’s one-out homer off Nick
Wittgren (4-1) in the 10th restored the Red
Sox’s lead. Earlier in the game, Red Sox
starter Chris Sale made major league histo-
ry by becoming the fastest pitcher to reach
2,000 career strikeouts when he whiffed
Oscar Mercado to end the third inning. Sale
accomplished the feat in 1,626 innings,
besting Hall of Famer Pedro Martinez’s mark
of 1,711 1/3 innings. Sale gave up five runs
(three earned) on five hits and two walks in
6 2/3 innings, recording 12 strikeouts.
Rafael Devers had four doubles among a
career-high six hits, and he also drove in
three runs to lead the Boston offense.

Carlos Santana and Franmil Reyes homered
for the Indians.

Twins 7, Brewers 5
Marwin Gonzalez hit a three-run, go-

ahead home run off Josh Hader in the eighth
inning, and Mitch Garver also homered as
visiting Minnesota moved back into first
place in the American League Central by
rallying to defeat Milwaukee. With
Minnesota trailing 5-4 with two outs and
runners at first and second, Gonzalez
clubbed Hader’s first pitch 402 feet over the
fence in left-center. It was the fourth home
run allowed by Hader over five innings in his
last six appearances and also his third
blown save during that span. The Twins,
who passed the Indians to regain first place
in the division, won for the second time in
seven games. Yasmani Grandal hit a three-
run homer for the Brewers.

Mariners 11, Tigers 6
Kyle Seager blasted three homers, twice

hitting back-to-back homers with Tom
Murphy, and Seattle slugged its way to a
win at Detroit. Seager drove in six runs,
tying his career high. The second set of
back-to-back homers came during a six-
run sixth inning that put the Mariners on
top. Seattle ended a three-game skid while
handing the Tigers their third consecutive

loss. Zac Grotz (1-0), the second of the
Mariners’ seven pitchers on the night,
recorded his first major league victory in
his third big league game. He gave up one
run on two hits in 1 2/3 innings while strik-
ing out three.

Yankees 8, Orioles 3
DJ LeMahieu homered on the first pitch,

and New York extended its winning streak
over visiting Baltimore to 15 games. The
Yankees have their longest single-season
winning streak against one opponent since
also posting 15 straight wins against the
103-loss Philadelphia Athletics in 1954.

Domingo German (16-2) allowed two
runs and five hits in seven innings to
become the first 16-game winner in the
majors this year. He struck out seven,
walked one and won his career-high sev-
enth straight decision.

Diamondbacks 9, Rockies 3
Jarrod Dyson homered on the second

pitch of the game, one of three first-inning
long balls for Arizona, and the
Diamondbacks beat Colorado in Denver.
Christian Walker and Nick Ahmed also
homered in the first, and David Peralta went
deep in the second inning as the
Diamondbacks jumped on Jeff Hoffman,
Colorado’s emergency starter. Hoffman was

called up from the minors to replace Jon
Gray (ankle). Arizona’s Kevin Ginkel (1-0)
pitched two scoreless innings in relief for
his first major league win. Colorado catcher
Dom Nunez homered in his major league
debut, and Charlie Blackmon and Raimel
Tapia each had three hits for the Rockies.

Giants 3, A’s 2
Buster Posey began a string of three

straight two-out doubles in the sixth inning,
and Madison Bumgarner extended his
streak of unbeaten starts to 10 as host San
Francisco edged Oakland. Scooter Gennett
produced an insurance run with a sacrifice
fly, and Will Smith survived a shaky ninth
inning, helping the Giants reach .500 at 60-
60 with a fourth win in the past five games.
Bumgarner (8-7) completed seven innings,
allowing just one run on two hits. He struck
out nine and did not walk a batter.
Oakland’s Stephen Piscotty hit a solo homer
in the fifth inning.

Cardinals 2, Royals 0
Jack Flaherty continued his recent hot

streak with seven shutout innings, and St.
Louis won at Kansas City. Flaherty has the
longest current scoreless-innings streak in
the majors at 23 innings. Flaherty (6-6)
allowed just three hits while striking out
seven with one walk. Carlos Martinez got

the final two outs for his 13th save in 16
chances. Paul Goldschmidt’s first-inning
sacrifice fly opened the scoring, and Tommy
Edman hit a two-out RBI single in the third.

Dodgers 15, Marlins 1
A.J. Pollock had the first three-double

game of his career, and rookie Will Smith
homered twice for the first time, helping
visiting Los Angeles rout Miami. Cody
Bellinger hit his 39th homer of the season,
tying him for the major league lead. The
Dodgers also got long balls from Corey
Seager, Justin Turner and Matt Beaty.
Dustin May (1-1) earned his first major
league win. He lasted 5 2/3 innings, allowing
three hits, one walk and one run while strik-
ing out five.

Braves 5, Mets 3
Ronald Acuna Jr. hit his 34th home run,

and Max Fried earned his 14th win as
Atlanta beat visiting New York. Acuna went
2-for-5 and scored his National League-
leading 100th run. He also threw out Todd
Frazier at the plate to end the sixth inning.
Fried (14-4) pitched six innings and allowed
one run on six hits and three walks with
four strikeouts. Mark Melancon worked a
perfect ninth, striking out two, to earn his
second save of the year, his first since join-
ing the Braves. — Reuters


