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LOMPOC: A bitter war has erupted between pot growers
and vintners in one of California’s famed wine regions
where cannabis farms are proliferating, leading critics to
denounce a “green rush” they fear could prove disastrous.
The battle, which began shaping up after California voters
legalized recreational marijuana in November 2016, has
pitted wine growers in Santa Barbara County and resi-
dents of the picturesque beach town of Carpinteria against
a new neighbor they say literally stinks and threatens their
livelihood and way of life.

“I think this is the single greatest threat to the wine
industry that I have seen in my 25 years here,” said
Stephen Janes, general manager at Pence Vineyards, locat-
ed in the Santa Rita Hills. At issue is the vast expansion of
the cannabis market in the county in the last two years,
thanks partly to loose licensing regulations at the local lev-
el that opened the door to a rush of growers keen to cash
in on the lucrative crop.

Almost overnight, critics say, millions of flowering
cannabis plants popped up in the Santa Ynez and Santa
Maria valleys, a vast wine-growing area made famous
internationally by the movie “Sideways.” Further south in
Carpinteria, greenhouses once used to grow flowers and
located near residential areas have been repurposed to
grow weed, much to the chagrin of some local residents
irate over the pungent and pervasive odor that emanates
from the plants. “I have to wear a mask now when I go out
to my garden, and my grandchildren won’t visit anymore
because of the smell,” sighed Joan Esposito, who has lived
in the town for 36 years. In the Santa Rita Hills area, known
for its Pinot Noir production and located about two hours
north of Los Angeles, white plastic hoop houses for pot
growing extend in places as far as the eye can see and sit
near vineyards and avocado farms.

‘Cannabis ruling the roost’ 
“It’s not like any farming neighbor we’ve ever had, and

this is all happening very quickly,” said Kathy Joseph,
owner of Fiddlehead Cellars and Fiddlestix Vineyard. “No
one anticipated the visual impact, nobody in the region
had ever experienced cannabis in this quantity. “In many
ways, cannabis is ruling the roost right now.”

Vintners, avocado growers and other farmers say they
are having to adapt their farming practices — including by
using organic pesticides often less effective than conven-
tional ones — lest the newcomers sue them for inadver-
tently contaminating their high-value crop. Wine growers
add that they, in turn, fear that their grapes could be con-
taminated by particles from pot plants.

“This has turned into a living nightmare,” said Joseph,
whose neighbor has filed a complaint against her over fears
that the pesticides she uses on her vines may have contami-
nated his cannabis. “I have committed over 40 years to
making wine ... and as wine growers we operate under strict
controls,” she added. “But this year, I am probably going to
lose my crop of Chardonnay, worth $50,000, because I had
to switch to a pesticide that was not as effective for
mildew.”  The cannabis association that represents pot
farmers in the area did not respond to AFP requests for
comment. Members of the Santa Barbara County Board of
Supervisors, which is responsible for setting policies on
cannabis, acknowledged that the county should have antici-
pated the unintended consequences of pot farms on exist-
ing agriculture and residents in the region.

‘Community supports cannabis’ 
“I am very concerned about the impacts of outdoor

cannabis operations concentrated in the Santa Ynez Valley
and am working vigorously to protect existing vineyards
and agricultural operations from the negative impacts of this
new industry,” said board member Joan Hartmann. She said
the county had limited cannabis cultivation in the region to
under 2,000 acres and was exploring ways to defuse the
escalating conflict. Graham Farrar, CEO of Glass House

Farms in Carpinteria and president of the local Cannabis
Association for Responsible Producers, said pot growers
have gone out of their way to be good neighbors, installing
odor control systems and injecting much-needed tax dollars
into the community. “The community supports cannabis and
the average individual walking down the street either
doesn’t care, supports cannabis in concept or the farmers

specifically,” he said. He also dismissed complaints about
odor, saying that while there may still be an occasional whiff
of the skunk-like smell, it was hardly overwhelming. “I think
that many of the people who talk about the odor don’t like it
because it reminds them that there is cannabis growing
there and they think cannabis is a moral failing and society
would be better without it,” Farrar said. — AFP

Growing pains for pot industry 
in famed California farm lands 

Chlamydia vaccine
shows promise in 
its early tests
PARIS: The first chlamydia vaccine encouragingly trig-
gered an immune response in women during preliminary
clinical trials and was found to be safe, researchers said
Tuesday. Further trials, starting later this year, will show
whether the vaccine actually protects against the sexually
transmitted disease (STD), they reported in The Lancet, a
medical journal. “A vaccine for prevention of Chlamydia

infection would have enormous public health and eco-
nomic impact,” commented University of South Carolina
professor Toni Darville, who did not contribute to the
research. “Although clinical vaccine testing for chlamydia
is in its infancy, this trial suggests optimism for the
future.” Spread during vaginal, anal or oral sex, chlamydia
is the most common bacterial STD in the world, infecting
some 130 million people each year, according to the
World Health Organization.

For one in every six women afflicted, the bacteria
causes a painful condition known as pelvic inflammatory
disease, which can in some cases lead to infertility.
Infection during pregnancy increases the risk of adverse
outcomes such as miscarriage, stillbirth and preterm
birth. Globally, 4.2 percent of women 15 to 49, and 2.7
percent of men in the same age bracket, are thought to be

infected, making them more susceptible to other STDs
such as gonorrhoea and HIV. 

Phase II trials ahead 
“Given the impact of the chlamydia epidemic on

women’s health, infant health through transmission, and
increased susceptibility to other sexual diseases, a global
unmet medical need exists for a vaccine,” co-author Peter
Andersen, a professor in the Department of Infectious
Disease Immunology at Imperial College London, said in a
statement. Up to now, national treatment programs have
mostly failed to curb the global epidemic, despite the
availability of cheap and easy-to-use diagnostic tests, and
effective antibiotic treatment. In the trials — designed to
check safety and the capacity to activate the immune sys-
tem — researchers separated 35 healthy women into

three groups. Two groups of 15 each received slightly dif-
ferent versions of the new vaccine, and the third group
was given placebos in the form of an inactive saline solu-
tion. Participants were injected on the first day of the trial,
and then again on days 28 and 112, with boosters on days
126 and 140. All of the vaccinated women — 30 out of 30
— showed an immune response. None of the women in
the placebo group had such a response.

One of the vaccine variants, however, produced nearly
six times more antibodies than the other, and has been
chosen for the next round of testing. If the “phase two”
trials are successful, scientists would then set up a final
round of tests. “Although many more years of research are
needed before this vaccine is marketed, we are planning
the next stage of research,” said lead author Helene Juel, a
scientist at the Statens Serum Institut in Denmark. — AFP

CARPINTERIA: Maureen Claffey talks about problems with the new cannabis growing operation on the other side
of her fence which emits a strong odor of marijuana while walking through the family avocado trees with her
daughter Maisie, 7, in the small seaside community of Carpinteria near Santa Barbara, California. — AFP 


