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Greta Thunberg: Climate 
debate is slowly shifting

‘I feel like people are taking this more urgently’
PLYMOUTH: A year after starting a school strike that
made her a figurehead for the fight against global warm-
ing, Greta Thunberg believes her uncompromising mes-
sage is getting through — even if action remains thin on
the ground. The 16-year-old Swede, who sets sail for New
York on Wednesday to deliver her demand for climate
action to North America, has been a target of abuse but
sees that as proof she is having an effect.

“The debate is shifting. I feel like people are taking this
more urgently, people are starting to be more aware, slow-
ly,” she told AFP on board the 60-foot (18-metre) yacht
taking her across the Atlantic. However, she admits this still
needs to be matched by action, warning: “When you see
the big picture almost nothing positive is happening.”
Since she made headlines by skipping school to protest
outside the Swedish parliament in August last year,
Thunberg has met political and business leaders across
Europe.

Now she is heading to the United States to attend a
UN climate summit in New York in September — and as
she refuses to fly, she’s been offered a lift on a racing
yacht. Malizia II will be skippered by Pierre Casiraghi, a
member of the Monaco royal family, and German sailor
Boris Herrmann. The facilities are basic — the toilet is a
bucket, there is no kitchen — but it has solar panels and

underwater turbines that allow it to operate without pro-
ducing carbon emissions.

Thunberg — who has never sailed before this week —
will be onboard for two weeks, along with her father
Svante and a filmmaker. “It just shows how impossible it is
to live sustainably today — it’s absurd that you have to sail
across the Atlantic Ocean like this to get there with no
emissions,” Thunberg said in the English port of Plymouth.
“But I feel like since I’m one of the few people in the world
who can actually do this I want to take that opportunity to
do it.” She has no plans to meet with President Donald
Trump in the US, saying: “I can’t say anything that he
hasn’t already heard.”

‘They see us as a threat’ 
In the past year, Thunberg has addressed the World

Economic Forum in Davos, UN talks in Poland, been inter-
viewed for Vogue magazine and featured on the new
album of band The 1975. She has received several awards
and been nominated for the Nobel peace prize. Thunberg
is sceptical about some of those who ask her to appear at
their events.

“Many people see this an opportunity to invite us,
school striking people, to clear their name in a way,” she
said. But she adds: “I do this because it is actually having

an impact.” For her, the most powerful part of the past
year has been watching the children around the world join
her school strike. “To be a part of such a big and strong
movement, the Fridays for Future movement — just to see
all the children, the young people around the world, all the
millions of young people who are rising up,” she said.

Her plaits, battered trainers and sweatshirt make
Thunberg look younger than she is, but that doesn’t stop
her critics throwing abuse at the teenager for speaking out.
“I just ignore it because it’s also a good sign that they are
actually trying to make us quiet, that means that we are
having an impact, and they see us as a threat,” she says.

After New York, where she also plans to take part in
climate demonstrations, she will travel to Canada and
Mexico, before heading to another UN meeting in Chile in
December. Her goal is to ensure “that the climate crisis is
being taken as seriously as it should be taken and that
people really start to understand”. “Then together we cre-
ate an international opinion, and movement so that people
stand together and put pressure on the people in power,”
she said. Thunberg does not like talking about herself, say-
ing she is just an activist, but acknowledges that having
children speak out has a special power.”We tell it like it is,
we don’t care to be polite. And we make people feel very
guilty.” — AFP 

PLYMOUTH: Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg poses for
a photograph during an interview with AFP onboard the Malizia
II sailing yacht at the Mayflower Marina. — AFP 

Ardern backs Pacific 
on climate, puts 
heat on Australia
WELLINGTON: New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern yesterday backed Pacific leaders’ calls for urgent
action on climate change, ramping up pressure on
Australia to overhaul its stance on global warming.
Australia’s Scott Morrison arrived at a meeting of Pacific
island leaders in Tuvalu with Canberra’s regional leader-
ship in question amid intense scrutiny of his government’s
climate change policies.

Wealthy Australia has long dominated the Pacific
Islands Forum (PIF), an 18-member grouping consisting
mainly of small atoll nations dotted around the vast
Pacific ocean. But its role is in doubt after leaders of the
low-lying nations questioned in recent days whether
Australia’s climate-sceptic leader is committed to curb-
ing a problem they see as a fundamental threat to their
survival.

Ardern joined the chorus after touching down at the
PIF meeting, further isolating coal-producing Australia.
“New Zealand will do its bit and we have an expectation
that everyone else will as well... Australia has to answer to
the Pacific, that’s a matter for them,” she told reporters.
Greenpeace campaigner Joseph Moeono-Kolio said
Morrison’s government appeared intent on watering down
the summit’s communique, due to be issued today, which is
set to demand urgent action on climate change. “Australia
is poised to become the pariah of the Pacific,” he said.
Moeono-Kolio said among the measures deemed unac-
ceptable by Australians were calls to ban new coal mines
and set a timeframe for phasing out use of the carbon-
emitting fuel.

‘Callous indifference’ 
“Scott Morrison has done the exact opposite of what

the leaders of the Pacific have asked Australia to do and
placed Pacific communities on the frontlines of the climate
crisis in an even more precarious position,” he said.
“Morrison’s callous indifference to the plight of Pacific
islanders suggests he has no problem sacrificing entire
nations for the short-term profits of his backers in the coal
industry.”

Morrison has staunchly defended Australia’s climate
record, insisting the country will meet its 2030 emissions
reduction target set under the 2015 Paris Agreement. He
also announced an A$500 million ($340 million) package
this week, with funding drawn from Australia’s existing aid
budget, to boost climate resilience in the Pacific. Australia
and New Zealand reportedly persuaded PIF leaders to
weaken the language in their communique four years ago
ahead of the landmark Paris climate talks.

However, the pre-summit rhetoric from island leaders
this year indicates they are unlikely to cave in to pressure
from Canberra. Australia will also be without a key ally on
the climate front in New Zealand, which is now led by the
progressive Jacinda Ardern rather than her conservative
predecessor John Key. “To hold a forum on an island
where climate change is not a theoretical proposition but
is very much a reality and a visual reality I think will be
quite pointed,” she told reporters.

Oxfam Australia accused Australian officials of refusing
to negotiate with PIF leaders as a whole, saying they were
pushing for bilateral meetings as part of a “divide and
rule” strategy. Oxfam climate adviser Simon Bradshaw
said Australia was “working actively against the top priori-
ties of Pacific Island countries” by trying to dilute the
message their communique sent to the world. “Moving
beyond coal and limiting warming to 1.5C have been the
most consistent and urgent requests of Pacific island
countries for many years,” he said. “For the Pacific, these
commitments are a matter of survival.” — AFP 

This file aerial photo taken on March 13, 2019 shows the Arado tribal camp threatened by defor-
estation in Arara indigenous land, located beside the Transamazonica highway (BR-230), between
the cities of Uruara and Medicilandia, in Para state. — AFP 

Modern cave man 
offers ‘Neanderthal’ 
survival courses 
CHIANALE: Guido Camia can show you how to light
fires using just a flintstone, survive on a diet of insects
and build a forest shelter. The 37-year-old, who origi-
nally trained to be a patisserie chef, now makes a living
offering “Neanderthal” survival courses in the Italian
Alps. On one of his weekend trips, you can watch him
climb rocks and fish from streams barefoot, dressed in
animal skins, carrying a spear and looking like some-
thing out of “The Flintstones”. But Camia’s outdoor sur-
vival courses also come with an official stamp of
approval. 

“For the past five years, my courses have been super-
vised by Italy’s International Survival Federation
(FISSS),” he told AFP. Camia says he also gives courses
in more traditional attire, but his “passion for the pale-
olithic” gave him the idea of a Neanderthal sidekick.

Neanderthals — who lived from around 400,000 to
40,000 years ago — were “very intelligent”, Camia
says.  “He discovered fire. He was able to adapt to all
weather.” 

“He was a nomad who moved around a lot, lived in
caves, but also knew how to build small shelters.”  For a
starting price of 80-100 euros ($90-112) per person per
night, the basic course includes accommodation in a
bivouac shelter. Camia says he also offers sessions of
two or three hours to families and school groups. “I
show them how Neanderthals lived, what they ate, how
they lit fires, used a spear. I show them how to use the
basic equipment to cook.” For customers who opt for
the beginners’ survival course, “I provide them with
enough to get by with.”

But more advanced customers have to find their own
food over a number of days. “That makes people under-
stand that the brain uses the most energy. And even very
simple calculations become difficult after three days
without food,” he smiles. Camia insists he is no “collap-
sology theorist” who believes in the pending collapse of
industrial civilization. “But we have to know how to adapt
to the changing climate, to other types of food and to be
able to change our ways of life,” he says. — AFP 

Guido Camia dressed as a Neanderthal Cave man tries to catch a fish in a river in Chianale, in the
Italian Alps, near the French border. — AFP 

Caution: Remove
false teeth 
before surgery
PARIS: This is the story of a 72-year old retired elec-
trician in Britain — let’s call him “Jack” — who forgot
to tell his surgeon that he wore dentures. Anyone read-
ing this account of what happened next is unlikely to
make the same mistake. Six days after having a benign
lump removed from his belly while under general anes-
thesia, Jack turned up at the emergency room. 

He complained of blood in the mouth, difficulty
swallowing, and pain so intense that he couldn’t eat
solid food. Noting a history of lung problems, doctors
assumed he had a respiratory infection, according to
BMJ Case Reports, a medical journal that describes
medically noteworthy cases. They prescribed mouth-
wash and antibiotics, and sent him on his way. But two
days later, Jack showed up again with worsened symp-
toms — he couldn’t even swallow his meds.

“He was also feeling short of breath, particularly
when lying down, and had taken to sleeping upright,”
Harriet Cunniffe, an ear, nose and throat surgeon at
Universities Hospitals NHS in Yarmouth noted. The ER
doctor suspected a type of pneumonia often caused by
inhaling food or stomach acid into the lungs, and
admitted Jack into hospital. That’s when a
nasendoscopy — a fibre optic camera on the end of a
tube inserted through a nostril — revealed a large,
semicircular object covering his vocal cords.

‘Zebra retreat’ 
“On explaining this to the patient, he revealed that

his dentures had been lost during his general surgery
eight days earlier, and consisted of a metallic roof plate
and three front teeth,” Cunniffe said. The denture was
removed surgically, and Jack was discharged six days
later. Such incidents are less rare than one might think.
In one 15-year period in Britain, 83 cases of “aspirated
dentures” were identified, according to the journal. Is
this end of Jack’s story? Not by a long shot.

Bouts of bleeding brought him back to the hospital
a week later, and then 10 days after that. His fifth trip
to the emergency room revealed blistering in his throat
surrounded by “wound tissue”, which was cauterized
to prevent further bleeding. But by that time Jack
needed a transfusion. On his sixth — and last — slog
to the hospital, the doctors discovered a torn artery
and performed another round of emergency surgery.
Jack, it seems, simply forgot to tell his surgeon at the
outset about his dental plate.

As for the doctors, there may be a couple of
explanations as to why it took them so long to figure
things out. One, called “anchoring,” occurs with a
physician misinterprets data to fit into an initial diag-
nosis that was erroneous, Cunniffe said. The other,
known as “zebra retreat”, is when “a diagnostician
retreats from making a correct diagnosis because of
self-doubt about entertaining such a remote or
unusual diagnosis.” — AFP 

Conservationists
urge ‘tighter
wildlife laws’ 
GENEVA: Countries should be strengthening
their laws protecting endangered species, not
weakening them, international conservationists
said Tuesday, after US President Donald
Trump’s administration announced plans to alter
the country’s Endangered Species Act. Amid
growing global alarm over the accelerating pace
of species extinction, leading figures from the
Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES) called for
stronger protections of animals and plants
under threat.

“Parties are all encouraged to strengthen
their wildlife laws. We need more tight wildlife
laws, not to weaken them,” Juan Carlos Vasquez,
head of legal affairs and compliance regulatory
services at CITES, told reporters in Geneva. His
comment came after the Trump administration
on Monday announced changes to the
Endangered Species Act, which critics warned
could dramatically weaken the legislation cred-
ited with saving the grey wolf, bald eagle and
grizzly bear.

Neither Vasquez nor CITES Secretary
General Ivonne Higuero wanted to comment on
the specific impact of the changes, saying they
had yet to see the details and that any analysis
was “premature”.  CITES, which regulates inter-
national trade in over 35,000 species of plants
and animals, has a compliance mechanism that
allows it to push through sanctions on countries
that fail to follow the rules.

Higuero stressed that the announced US
changes may not fall under the CITES conven-
tion, which only covers endangered species
subjected to international trade, or listed as so
threatened that trade is banned or very closely
controlled. If the changes do impact any of the
species on the most-endangered lists, “of
course the convention would have to take some
steps,” she told reporters. She said there was
currently widespread concern “about what is
happening with the extinction of species”, fol-
lowing a UN report in May indicating that one
million species are rapidly being pushed to the
brink of extinction.

She was speaking ahead of a meeting of the
183 parties to CITES, scheduled to kick off in
Geneva on Saturday. The dangers of illegal
trade and the plight of Africa’s rhino, elephants
and giraffes were among a long line of issues to
be discussed. Governments have submitted 56
new proposals to change the levels of protec-
tion that the convention provides for various
species of wild animals and plants. — AFP 


