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India floods and landslides kill 
over 270, displace one million

BENGALURU: Floods and landslides have killed more
than 270 people in India this month, displaced one mil-
lion and inundated thousands of homes across six states,
authorities said yesterday after two weeks of heavy
monsoon rains. The rains from June to September are a
lifeline for rural India, delivering some 70% of the coun-
try’s rainfal l , but they also
cause death and destruction
each year.

The southern states of
Kerala and Karnataka, and
Maharashtra and Gujarat in the
west, were among the hardest
hit by floods that washed away
thousands of hectares of sum-
mer-sown crops and damaged
roads and rail lines. At least 95
people were killed and more
than 50 are missing in Kerala,
where heavy rainfall triggered
dozens of landslides last week and trapped more than
100 people.

About 190,000 people are still living in relief camps in
the state, said Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, but he

added some people are returning home as flood waters
recede. In neighboring Karnataka, home to the technology
hub Bengaluru, 54 people died and 15 are missing after
rivers burst their banks when authorities released water
from dams. Nearly 700,000 people have been evacuated
in the state. Heavy rainfall is expected in parts of

Karnataka, Maharashtra and
Gujarat, as well as the central
state of Madhya Pradesh, in the
next two days, weather officials
said.

In Maharashtra, which
includes the financial capital
Mumbai, 48 people died but
flood waters are receding, said
a state official. “We are now
trying to restore electricity and
drinking water supplies,” he
said. In Madhya Pradesh, the
biggest producer of soybeans,

heavy rains killed 32 people and damaged crops, authori-
ties said. In Gujarat, 31 people died in rain-related inci-
dents, while landslides killed nearly a dozen people in the
northern hilly state of Uttarakhand. — Reuters

Western and 
southern

states 
hardest hit 

LONDON: From speeding up boarding at airports to
boosting security at malls and concerts, facial recog-
nition technology has become increasingly pervasive,
raising concerns about privacy. Britain’s data protec-
tion watchdog said this week it was looking into use
of the technology after reports that a property
developer had set up facial recognition cameras in
London’s central King’s Cross area. Computers have
become adept at identifying people by matching a
scan of their facial features against a photograph,
but critics say the technology is still prone to errors
and could lead to excessive surveillance. Here are
eight other world locations with facial recognition
technology.

Bengaluru Airport
In July, the airport in the southern Indian tech hub

of Bengaluru launched a “paperless biometric technol-
ogy” system that uses facial recognition to identify
passengers checking in. Another airport in the south-
ern Indian city of Hyderabad was also testing the
technology.

No. 11 Middle School, Hangzhou
A high school in the Chinese city of Hangzhou last

year installed cameras with facial recognition tools
that capture students’ expressions and movements to
ensure they pay attention in class. The Hangzhou No.
11 Middle School’s “smart classroom behaviour man-
agement system” detected whether students were
reading, listening or napping at their desks - feeding
the information to the teacher in real time.

Flyzoo Hotel, Hangzhou
Guests at the futuristic FlyZoo hotel in Hangzhou

check in by scanning their faces as well as passports
or other ID at podiums in the lobby. Elevators scan
guests’ faces again to verify which floor they can
access and hotel room doors are opened with another
face scan. Facial recognition cameras automatically
add charges from the hotel’s bar and restaurant to the
room rate. The hotel, owned by Chinese internet giant
Alibaba, opened last year.

Tokyo 2020 Olympics 
Tokyo 2020 will be the first Olympics to use facial

recognition technology to increase security around all
venues, the organizers announced last year. More than
300,000 athletes and Games staff will have to submit
photographs to a database before the Olympics start
in July next year.

Winter Wonderland, Cardiff
In 2017, South Wales police became the first British

force to deploy cameras equipped with facial recogni-
tion software to scan passers-by in public spaces and
compare them to watchlists of people being sought by
police. It has since used the technology during a num-
ber of high-profile events, including concerts and rug-
by matches. The trial has prompted a legal challenge
over concerns police is violating citizens’ rights by
recording their faces without consent or any grounds
for suspecting they have committed a crime.

Taylor Swift concerts
US singer Taylor Swift used facial recognition

cameras to enhance her own security during a 2018
tour, according to Rolling Stone magazine. It said
kiosks played videos of the star and would simultane-
ously photograph the viewers to check their images
against a database of known stalkers.

Changi Airport, Singapore
Singapore’s Changi airport uses facial recognition

technology to offer self-service options at check-in,
bag drop, immigration and boarding at its newest ter-
minal. Last year the airport said it was also consider-
ing using facial recognition systems to find late pas-
sengers.

US border
The US Customs and Border Protection (CBP)

agency has been using facial recognition systems at
dozens of airports and ports around the country to
verify the identity of travelers entering and exiting the
country. Run in partnership with air and cruise lines
the pilot program aims to enhance security and speed
up custom controls but has drawn criticism from
human rights groups. — Reuters

The spaces scanning 
faces - from airports 
to schools to hotels 

More than 50 people missing in southern state of Kerala

Brits nabbed in huge 
Australia drug bust
SYDNEY: Four British men were arrested in
Australia and New Zealand in an international
drugs sting that netted a record haul of potent
MDMA, Australian police said yesterday.
Authorities seized 766 kilograms (1,670 pounds) of
the “highest purity” MDMA recorded in
Queensland state, with a conservative street value
of Aus$90 million ($US61 million). The bust
involved coordination between Australian, New
Zealand and British authorities.

“Organized crime syndicates are making signifi-
cant profit at the expense of our Australian com-
munity but more importantly they are placing our
young people’s health at risk,” Detective
Superintendent Jon Wacker, of Queensland police,
said in a statement. Police said the MDMA was to
be sold in pill and capsule form.  “We believe the
drug would have been diluted with other agents
and had the potential to make between six and 12
million capsules,” Wacker added.

He said the seizure was the biggest ever in
Queensland and the third-largest in Australia. Two
British men aged 51 and 40 were arrested in
Australia, along with a 26-year-old Queensland
man, and face charges relating to drug possession
and supply. New Zealand police charged two more
men from the UK, aged 60 and 49, after a separate
linked bust of 200 kilograms (440 pounds) of
methamphetamine last week.

A 51-year-old woman was also arrested in
Australia with connections to the syndicate.
Authorities estimate that Australians consume over
1.1 tons of MDMA each year. Australian police in
June seized a record 1.6 tons of methylampheta-
mine worth an estimated Aus$1.2 billion hidden in
speakers after a shipment arrived in Melbourne.
The country has a growing problem with meth,
known as “ice”, with a government report released
last year showing Australia has proportionally more
users than most nations. — AFP 

‘I put two bullets 
in German officer’s
head,’ recalls 
French heroine
PARIS: One sunny summer Sunday in 1944 Madeleine
Riffaud hopped off her bicycle and followed a German
officer who was taking a stroll on one of the most pictur-
esque bridges over the River Seine in Paris. He was taking
in the view of Louvre and the Tuileries gardens when
Riffaud, then just 19 and a trainee midwife, shooed a little
boy away and took out her pistol. 

“It happened all very quickly,” she told AFP. “I didn’t
want to shoot him in the back... I wanted him to see me, so
he would have time to get his weapon out. “He turned and
I put two bullets in his head. He dropped like a stone. He
didn’t suffer. “It wasn’t done with hate, if anything I was
pained about having to do it,” she said, her eyes closed as
she remembered the moment. Riffaud, now 94, was one of
the most remarkable Resistance leaders who helped liber-
ate the French capital in August, 1944. But she very nearly
did not live long enough to see it. Having ridden away on
her bicycle, members of the collaborationist French militia
chased her and mowed her down with their car. Knowing
she would probably be sexually abused and tortured
before they killed her, she reached out for her gun that had
been knocked onto the pavement. But they got there first.

‘I expected to be shot’ 
“I was lucky because they could have killed me right

there,” and she was “lucky” again that they handed her
over to the Gestapo so their leader could collect a bounty
for her rather than to his own militia interrogators - who
tended to rape their female prisoners. “Because it was a
Sunday afternoon the Gestapo’s torture specialists were
off, so I was questioned by some crudely brutal SS mem-
bers who knocked me out but lacked the finesse of the true
experts. “I told them nothing and I expected to be shot the
next morning,” Riffaud said, holding a cigarillo. Instead she
was handed over to the French police. While in detention
Riffaud helped a Jewish woman deliver a baby. It was still-
born. A notorious quisling officer had repeatedly kicked
the mother in the stomach to try to get her to betray the
child’s father. Having shamed him into allowing the haem-

orrhaging woman to go to hospital, the officer battered
Riffaud and handed her back to the Gestapo, saying they
would “poke out my eyes and cut me into little pieces”. But
somehow Riffaud - who had taken on the codename
“Rainer” after the Austrian poet Rainer Maria Rilke - sur-
vived, narrowly avoiding the firing squad before briefly
escaping as she was being deported to a concentration
camp. She was then released in a prisoner swap on August
19, a week before Paris was liberated.

German arms train ambush 
A day or two later Riffaud was back in action com-

manding a group of fighters in the working class northeast
of Paris as a popular revolt against the Nazis broke out
across the city. She was already regarded as a hardened
veteran of the Resistance, even though she had only joined
the armed struggle the previous winter.

Back then the raids and bombings she and her com-
rades undertook were often little more than suicide mis-
sions.  Now people were flocking to join the Resistance
“who had done nothing during the war. They were pouring
onto the streets and learned very quickly how to handle a
rifle. “It was joyous,” Riffaud recalled. “People were falling

in love and kissing each other without knowing each other.
After years of having to do everything in secret, we could
fight in the open.”

Outfoxing the Germans 
Her biggest exploit was capturing a German arms and

supply train and taking the 80 soldiers on board prisoner
with just three men and an heroic French train driver. After
a fierce battle where they chucked all the grenades and
explosives they had at the train, Riffaud used fireworks to
hoodwink the Germans into thinking they were hugely
outnumbered and outgunned. “We made an incredible
amount of noise and it terrified the poor Germans and they
pulled back into a tunnel. The locomotive was still sticking
out and we managed to persuade a retired train driver who
was washing the dishes with his wife to go down with us
to detach it.  “He was a brave man. We warned him that he
would be a perfect target, but he told us not to worry, and
crawled underneath the engine, unhooked it and drove it
away, and then walked home. We didn’t even think to thank
him.” By then Riffaud’s happy few had been reinforced by
local firemen and even the mayor. “It was all quite festive,”
she admitted. Cut off inside the tunnel, the cowed Germans
eventually gave themselves up.

It was only then that Riffaud realized it was her 20th
birthday and they partied with the ham, jam and dried
sausages they found on the train. Two days later, while the
rest of Paris celebrated the liberation, she was battling the
last battalion of fanatical SS soldiers holed up in the city.
Her men carried the last Resistance fighter to die in Paris,
her old comrade violinist Michel Tagrine, to her, but she
could do nothing for him.

Frontline journalist 
Riffaud later tried to join the French army but was not

allowed because of her sex and age. “You had to be 21,”
she said. In the months that followed, she battled depres-
sion but luckily the young communist fell in with writers
and artists like Paul Eluard, Louis Aragon and Picasso,
who drew her portrait. “They stopped me from doing
myself in, because a lot of Resistance fighters killed
themselves after the war.” Riffaud returned to the front-
lines after the war as a radically engaged journalist,
meeting the Vietnamese leader Ho Chi Minh, covering the
Algerian War of Independence and living with the Viet
Cong guerrillas fighting the Americans in South Vietnam
before returning to France. There she took up the cause
of low-paid workers by becoming one herself, writing a
bestselling expose of the drudgery of care assistants in
Parisian hospitals. — AFP 

MEPPADI: Volunteers, local residents, fire force officials and members of National Disaster Response Force (NDRF)
search for survivors following landslides at Puthumala village in Kerala’s Wayanad district yesterday. — AFP 

Kashmir outposts 
divided over status 
change
NEW DELHI: India’s move to carve up Kashmir and cur-
tail its autonomous powers has caused division and anger
in parts of the far-flung Himalayan region even as followers
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi rejoice. Since Modi’s
shock decree last week, protests and celebrations in many
towns have widened religious fault lines between commu-
nities in the strategic region. International focus has
remained on the Kashmir valley, where tens of thousands
of troops have enforced a lockdown and cut off phone
lines and internet connections to head off opposition to
the government move.

But tensions have spread to other parts of the state,
which will be cut in two under the new administrative
arrangements. In remote Ladakh, perched on a steep
mountain border with China, the region’s Buddhist minori-
ty welcomed Modi’s decision to split the territory from the
Muslim-majority valley. “Ladakh has finally gained free-
dom,” exclaimed Phunchok Stobdan, a former Indian
diplomat and now head of a conference centre in Leh, the

region’s largest town. He added that Buddhists had felt
excluded from government posts and other opportunities.
Despite Ladakh’s sparse population and thin air, its border
with China’s regions of Tibet to the east and Xinjiang to
the north make it strategically important to New Delhi.
Stobdan said the region was underdeveloped and needed
a shake-up. “You can’t keep the area in a frozen state
when the entire land mass across on the other side (in
China) is getting roads and railways under the Belt and
Road project,” he said. “New Delhi had to do this to
change the status quo. This is a masterstroke.”

At the other end of Ladakh, many in the Shia Muslim
majority town of Kargil are in shock. Traders kept their
stores closed for several days after the government
announcement, amid showdowns between demonstrators
and police.  “This was an undemocratic move. It should be
rolled back,” Asgar Ali Karbalai, a former regional law-
maker who led some of the protests, told AFP by tele-
phone. As a so-called union territory, Ladakh will not have
its own legislature under the new system. 

“It just takes away our voice,” said Karbalai. “The
debate around this issue may become communal now as, I
feel, most Muslims in Ladakh oppose and the Buddhists
support the move.” But even in Kargil, many are looking for
a boost to the rudimentary economy promised by Modi,
who said tourism and even the film industry would bolster
Ladakh and Kashmir if there was peace. — AFP

PARIS: Madeleine Riffaud, 94, speaks about the liberation of
Paris on 1944 during an interview with the AFP at her
apartment in Paris. — AFP 

KASHMIR: India’s Border Security Force (BSF) soldiers patrol along the India-Pakistan border in Akhnoor near Jammu
yesterday after the Indian government stripped Jammu and Kashmir of its autonomy. — AFP 


