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The weird 
world of Trump’s 
conspiracy theories
WASHINGTON: The Clintons killed financier Jeffrey
Epstein in jail, Barack Obama was secretly born in Africa...
the wacky list of conspiracy theories promoted by
President Donald Trump knows few limits.

Clintons are killers? 
A pedophile financier who hobnobbed with the rich and

famous dies in his New York jail cell hours after court doc-
uments on his sex-trafficking case are made public: the
apparent suicide of Jeffrey Epstein on Saturday had all the
elements of a paperback thriller. But where senior officials
might be expected to show caution, Trump retweeted a
video rant by a comedian blaming former president Bill and
former Trump election rival Hillary Clinton for Epstein’s
death on Saturday. “For some odd reason, people that have
information on the Clintons end up dead and they usually
die from suicide,” the comedian, Terrence K. Williams, says
in all seriousness - and with no proof. Williams has about
half a million Twitter followers. Trump? Some 63 million.

Obama an illegal president 
A president accusing a former president of murder

would be an unimaginable breach of Washington protocol
if it came from anyone but Trump. But he has form. Trump’s
spectacular rise from television entertainer and real estate
dealer rests in large part on his long-running pursuit of
another presidential conspiracy theory: that his predeces-
sor in the White House, Obama, was born in Kenya. You
have to have been born in the United States to seek the
presidency, so Trump was really saying that the first black
president was illegal. Even Trump finally accepted this is
not true. Obama was born in the US state of Hawaii.

Who shot JFK? 
Along with the supposedly faked Moon landing, prob-

ably the richest of all US conspiracy fields is the assassi-
nation in 1963 of John F Kennedy. Was the president shot
in Dallas by lone gunman Lee Harvey Oswald, as the
police and the subsequent 10-month Warren Commission,
found? Or was his murder arranged by the CIA? Or
Cuba? Or the KGB? The unproven theories are many.
Trump, when running for the White House in 2016, added
an incredible new twist: that none other than the father of
one of his main opponents for the Republican nomination
had a hand in the killing.

A grainy black and white photograph of Oswald shows
an unidentified man in the background and that man,
Trump claimed, with zero evidence, was opponent Ted
Cruz’s father. “What was he doing with Lee Harvey
Oswald shortly before the death? Before the shooting?”
Trump asked. Trump has since quietly forgotten about this
seemingly important question and is a supporter of Cruz,
an influential senator.

The case of the dead judge 
Also back in 2016, with Trump already frontrunner in

the Republican nomination contest, there was the case
of Antonin Scalia, a Supreme Court justice who died in
his sleep.

Or did he?
The owner of the luxury ranch where Scalia had been

on a hunting expedition said the judge was found in the
morning, having apparently died peacefully. A pillow was
over his head. Trump and several right-wing media outlets
smelled a plot - or at least created one. “They say they
found the pillow on his face, which is a pretty unusual
place to find a pillow,” Trump told a conservative radio
show. “Over his head, not his face,” the ranch owner had
to repeat.

#QAnon
Maybe the weirdest conspiracy theory community is

QAnon, a movement that believes an anonymous govern-
ment insider, known as Q, is secretly leaking details of an
epic battle between Trump and the Deep State seeking
his overthrow. Followers of Q look for coded messages
online and in Trump’s speeches for signals and supposed-
ly leaked intel. —AFP

LONDON: Prime Minister Boris Johnson yesterday
said Brussels and Brexit-blocking MPs were guilty of a
“terrible collaboration” that would force Britain
towards a no-deal exit from the EU. He accused the
European Union of taking an uncompromising position
towards London because it believes Brexit can be
stopped in the British parliament.

Taking questions from the public live on Facebook-a
first for a British PM-Johnson said Brussels needed to
compromise to avoid the UK leaving the EU without a
deal on October 31. It came after former finance minis-
ter Philip Hammond slammed Johnson’s “wrecking”
approach to negotiations, saying the new PM had set
Brussels an impossibly high bar to meet, in demanding
the complete removal of its fallback provisions.

“There’s a terrible collaboration going on between
people who think they can block Brexit in parliament
and our European friends,” Johnson said. “They are not
compromising at all on the withdrawal agreement...
because they still think that Brexit can be blocked in
parliament,” he said. “The awful thing is that the longer
that goes on, the more likely it is, of course, that we will
be forced to leave with a no-deal Brexit.”

The British parliament three times rejected the
divorce deal negotiated between Brussels and
Johnson’s predecessor Theresa May. Many MPs were
troubled by the “backstop”-a mechanism that would
keep the UK in EU customs arrangements to prevent a
hard border on the island of Ireland. Johnson said he
did not want a no-deal Brexit but Brussels had to give
ground in order to avoid it. “The more they think there’s
a chance Brexit can be blocked in parliament, the more

adamant they are in sticking to their position,” he said.

No-deal ‘betrayal’: Hammond 
Earlier, Hammond said a no-deal Brexit would betray

Britain’s 2016 decision to leave the EU. Hammond, who
quit as chancellor just hours before Johnson took over
from May on July 24, said there was no popular or par-
liamentary mandate for a no-deal Brexit, saying most
people wanted an orderly exit from the EU. “No-deal
would be a betrayal of the 2016 referendum result. It
must not happen,” he wrote in The Times newspaper.

He said it could turn Britain into “a diminished and
inward-looking little England”. Hammond said the shift
of position from seeking changes to the backstop to
demanding its complete removal “is a pivot from a
tough negotiating stance to a wrecking one”. “This is a
demand the EU cannot, and will not, accede to,” he
wrote. “It’s time for our government to demonstrate its
commitment to a genuine negotiation with the EU to
achieve a deal.”

Hammond said a no-deal Brexit would risk breaking
up of the United Kingdom. He also warned that if par-
liament wanted to go down a particular route to pre-
vent a no-deal Brexit, the means would emerge to allow
that to happen. John Bercow, the speaker of parlia-
ment’s lower House of Commons, warned separately he
would “fight... with every bone in my body” against any
attempt by Johnson to suspend parliament to force
through no-deal against MPs’ wishes. The Commons
“must have its way”, he told an audience at the
Edinburgh Festival Fringe, according to The Daily
Telegraph newspaper. —AFP

EU accused of taking an uncompromising position towards London

UK Prime Minister sees ‘collaboration’ 
between Brussels and anti-Brexit MPs

LEEDS: Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson (2nd right), Britain’s Justice Secretary and Lord
Chancellor Robert Buckland (2nd left), and Governor of HMP Leeds Steve Robson (right), are shown a
torso and body scanner by a member of prison staff during a visit to HM Prison Leeds. —AFP

Opera’s Domingo 
faces harassment 
probe, shows 
canceled 
NEW YORK: Opera legend Placido Domingo faced a
growing #MeToo storm Tuesday as the Los Angeles
Opera opened an investigation into multiple allegations
of sexual harassment against him and two other major
venues canceled his upcoming performances. Domingo
defended himself after several women, one of whom
was identified, accused him of using his position as one
of opera’s most celebrated singers to pressure them
into sexual relationships.

Eight singers and a dancer told the Associated Press
that they were sexually harassed in incidents going
back to the 1980s. One said Domingo had put his hand
down her skirt while three said he had forcibly kissed
them. Some said they felt their careers had been dam-
aged by rejecting his advances. “The allegations from
these unnamed individuals dating back as many as 30
years are deeply troubling, and as presented, inaccu-
rate,” Domingo said in a statement sent to AFP via his
publicist. 

“Still, it is painful to hear that I may have upset any-

one or made them feel uncomfortable-no matter how
long ago and despite my best intentions,” he added.
The LA Opera, where Domingo has been director gen-
eral since 2003, said in a statement that it would
“engage outside counsel to investigate the concerning
allegations.” “Placido Domingo has been a dynamic
creative force in the life of LA Opera and the artistic
culture of Los Angeles for more than three decades. 

“Nevertheless, we are committed to doing every-
thing we can to foster a professional and collaborative
environment where all our employees and artists feel
equally comfortable, valued and respected,” it added.
Spanish-born Domingo was one of the most recognized
opera stars of the 20th century, starring in the Three
Tenors alongside Luciano Pavarotti and Jose Carreras.
In recent years, the long-time married singer has trans-
formed himself into a baritone and still performs to
packed audiences at age 78.

“I believed that all of my interactions and relation-
ships were always welcomed and consensual. People
who know me or who have worked with me know that I
am not someone who would intentionally harm, offend,
or embarrass anyone,” he said. “However, I recognize
that the rules and standards by which we are-and
should be-measured against today are very different
than they were in the past,” he added.

#MeToo
Following the al legations, the Philadelphia

Orchestra Association withdrew its invitation for
Domingo to appear in its opening night concert on

September 18. “We are
committed to providing a
safe, supportive, respectful
and appropriate environ-
ment,” the orchestra said
in a statement.

The San Francisco
Opera also canceled one
of his concerts, on
October 6. New York’s
Metropolitan Opera said it
would await the outcome
of the LA Opera’s investi-
gation before making any
final decisions about
Domingo’s “ultimate
future.” However, the head of the Salzburg Festival in
Austria said Domingo would perform there as planned
this month. “I would find it objectively wrong and irre-
sponsible on a human level to come to definitive judg-
ments at this time, and to base any decisions on them,”
said Helga Rabl-Stadler.

Domingo has made more than 100 albums and
picked up 14 Grammy awards. Earlier this year, he cel-
ebrated his 4,000th performance in a career that
stretches back 60 years. The allegations are the latest
in a series made against high-profile entertainment
personalities as part of the #MeToo movement against
sexual misconduct. They have seen television icon Bill
Cosby jailed, with movie mogul Harvey Weinstein
awaiting the start of his trial next month. —AFP

EU president-elect 
treads carefully as 
she builds team
BRUSSELS: While others spend August on
the beach, EU president-elect Ursula von
der Leyen works on the delicate task of
building a team to run the bloc’s executive
for the next five years. After she was only
narrowly approved by the European
Parliament, the former German defense
minister faces a tricky balancing act. She is
trying to accommodate the competing
demands of different political parties to
make sure her team survives a confirmation
vote by MEPs in October.

Each EU state gets to nominate one per-
son to serve on the European Commission,
and von der Leyen’s executive will have only
27 members instead of the current 28
because of Britain’s withdrawal from the EU
- expected on October 31. She is still waiting
for six countries to name their candidates:
France, Italy, Belgium, Croatia, Portugal and
Romania, which have until August 26, the
deadline imposed by the European Council,
to appoint representatives. 

“The unknown will be Italy,” said a
source close to von der Leyen.  She visited
Rome in early August, but deputy prime
minister Matteo Salvini’s decision to pull
his far-right League party out of a ruling
coalition with the Five Star Movement

(M5S) complicates the appointment of the
new Italian commissioner.  Once she has
the names and qualifications of all the can-
didates, von der Leyen will start handing
out portfolios, and they will then face con-
firmation hearings at parliament in
September.

October vote 
The process ends with a vote to inaugu-

rate the new executive on October 22, dur-
ing the parliament’s plenary session in
Strasbourg. Twelve men and eight women
have already been put forward, according
to an AFP count based on official
announcements. Seven are members of the
centre-right European People’s Party (EPP),
like von der Leyen herself, while another
seven are from the centre-left Socialists and
Democrats group. Three belong to the liber-
al family, while there is one from the Greens,
an independent and one member of the PIS,
which is part of the eurosceptic right in the
European Parliament. 

A member of von der Leyen’s team
pointed out that “the nominated candidates
will not necessarily be the new commission-
ers”. Von der Leyen, who takes office on
November 1, can ask governments to put
forward another candidate and the
European Parliament might reject some
after their hearings. Outgoing commission
president Jean-Claude Juncker recently said
that he had refused six candidates, and par-
liament then forced him to reshuffle his team
in 2014 to grant him the nomination. 

Five more women 
Von der Leyen has said she will present

the European Parliament with a gender-
balanced commission — but to achieve
this, five of the remaining six nominees will
have to be women. France is expected to
put a woman forward, with the names of
Defense Minister Florence Parly and junior
environment minister Brune Poirson circu-
lating in Brussels.

The constitution of the new commission
is a “complex and politically sensitive” exer-

cise, because many member states are
demanding economic portfolios, the most
prestigious, according to a member of the
new president’s team. Chosen by the
European Council, von der Leyen’s room for
maneuver is also limited because the
Council, which groups the 28 EU heads of
state and government, has imposed two
vice-presidents. They are the Dutch socialist
Frans Timmermans and the liberal Margrethe
Vestager, and the Council has insisted they
be given important responsibilities. —AFP
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Epstein death: Two 
prison guards put 
on leave, warden 
reassigned
WASHINGTON: The warden of the high-security
New York prison where convicted pedophile Jeffrey
Epstein apparently committed suicide has been tem-
porarily reassigned and two guards put on leave, the
Justice Department said Tuesday. The two guards

placed on administrative leave by the Bureau of
Prisons had been assigned to Epstein’s unit at the
Metropolitan Correction Center (MCC), Justice
Department spokeswoman Kerri Kupec said in a
statement.

Attorney General Bill Barr directed the Bureau of
Prisons to temporarily assign the warden of MCC to a
regional office pending an FBI and Justice Department
investigation into the death of the high-profile prison-
er, Kupec said. “Additional actions may be taken as the
circumstances warrant,” she said. Epstein, 66, was
found dead in his cell on Saturday morning and the FBI
and Justice Department are conducting an investiga-
tion into his death, which has been classified as an
apparent suicide.

The multi-millionaire, who hobnobbed with numer-

ous politicians and celebrities over the years, was
awaiting trial on federal charges he trafficked underage
girls for sex. Barr, who oversees federal prisons as
head of the Justice Department, said Monday that
“serious irregularities” had been found at the jail
where the disgraced financier died. “We will get to the
bottom of what happened and there will be accounta-
bility,” he said.

Epstein apparently managed to take his own life just
weeks after he was found unconscious with marks on
his neck following an earlier reported suicide attempt.
According to media reports, Epstein had been taken off
suicide watch. US newspapers have reported that MCC
guards were working overtime due to major staff short-
ages at the jail and that Epstein had been left without a
cellmate, which was against protocol.—AFP


