
NEW YORK: Kuwait has urged all parties to abide
by and respect their obligations under international
humanitarian law (IHL). This came in a speech by
Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the United
Nations Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi at a UN
Security Council (UNSC) meeting held on Tuesday
evening about encouraging and strengthening IHL.
This year marks the 70th anniversary of the 1949
Geneva Conventions, which resulted in the aftermath
of the most devastating war in humanity, the Second
World War (WW2), when the UN was founded as a
result of its effects and losses and to prevent another
devastating war, he said.
The scale of violence and
suffering witnessed in dif-
ferent conflict zones around
the world over the past
decades is no less than the
amount of violence and suf-
fering that the world wit-
nessed in WW2 74 years
ago, he added.

Strengthening the rule
of law, especially IHL, is
highly vital, Otaibi pointed
out, noting that the four Geneva Conventions and
their Additional Protocols provide the legal frame-
work for the protection of human beings during
wars and armed conflicts. The world is still witness-
ing neglect and flagrant disregard for the imple-
mentation of the provisions of these agreements in
recent times, he warned.

Otaibi reviewed examples of disregard, such as
what is happening in the occupied Palestinian territo-
ries, Syria and the Rohingya minority in Myanmar.

The fundamental answer is by strengthening the rule
of law and respecting humanitarian principles during
armed conflict, but the question is how can it be
achieved. UNSC has a vital and pivotal role in ensur-
ing compliance with IHL and strengthening the rule of
law by ensuring the full implementation of relevant
Security Council resolutions, particularly in the con-
text of the protection of civilians and compliance by
parties to the conflict and international organizations
operating in the field, he noted.

Otaibi underlined the responsibility of the UN
Peacekeeping forces to protect civilians within their

mandate, providing security
for the camps of the dis-
placed, medical evacuation
of the wounded and
strengthening the capabili-
ties of the national police to
carry out responsibilities. He
also stressed ensuring
accountability for war
crimes, genocide and crimes
against humanity, guaran-
teeing that those responsi-
ble for targeting civilians

will be held accountable.
Otaibi said sanctions could play an important

role in ensuring that those responsible for violations
of IHL and international human rights law are held
accountable if used in an effective manner. He said
member states should apply the existing interna-
tional laws more fully through specific practical and
operational measures, while no one can deny differ-
ent national priorities and policies. It is often diffi-
cult to coordinate all positions uniformly but this

should not in any way affect obligations and
responsibilities under international law, especially in
the humanitarian field, the provision of humanitarian
assistance and allowing unhindered access to the
needy, he said. He renewed the call not to use the

veto to block international humanitarian convoys
from reaching the needy, pointing out the possibility
of redoubling efforts at the bilateral level, especially
through the exchange of experiences and best
practices between countries. — KUNA
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Sanctions can play
an important role

Kuwait urges coordinating efforts in
compliance with int’l humanitarian law

‘The world witnesses flagrant disregard for implementation of humanitarian agreements’

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi
speaks during a UN Security Council meeting about encouraging and strengthening the international
humanitarian law. —KUNA

Israeli raids
prove peace
calls false:
Kuwait Speaker
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem has
labeled Israel ’s raids on Al-Aqsa
Mosque “brutal,” saying the latest
assault once again demonstrates that
the “occupational entity’s calls for
peace are false.” Several Palestinian
worshippers were injured on Sunday
after being attacked by Israeli police,
who were guarding 450 Israeli settlers
as they reportedly broke into the
mosque on the first day of the Islamic
Eid Al-Adha holiday. “It is utterly woe-
ful and shameful to leave Jerusalemites
facing their enemy alone, without any
support or backing,” the chief lawmak-
er said in a statement. He urged the
need for comprehensive Arab, Islamic

and global action across polit ical ,
human rights and cultural  forums
worldwide to put pressure on an
“occupational entity that knows only
the logic of oppression and power.” “If
our military conditions are unfavorable,
this does not prevent daily action on
the political, cultural and human rights
spectrums,” he added. — KUNA

Marzouq Al-Ghanem

Kuwait’s Ambassador to India Jassem Al-Najem meets with President of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Nepal Bidya Devi Bhandari.

NEW DELHI: Kuwait’s Ambassador to
India Jassem Al-Najem presented his
credentials as a non-resident
Ambassador to President of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Nepal Bidya
Devi Bhandari. During the meeting,
Najem’s conveyed greetings from His
Highness the Amir to the Nepalese
President, said the Kuwaiti Embassy in
New Delhi in a statement on Tuesday.
Ambassador Najem praised the close
relations between Kuwait and Nepal
also hailed the warm ties in several
fields, including trade and cultural
exchange. He commended the role of
the Kuwait Fund for Development in
enhancing the relationship through soft
loans given to the Himalayan nation
since 1977. Meanwhile, the President of
Nepal asked Ambassador Najem to

convey her greetings to His Highness
the Amir and praised current level of
relations and its steady development
between the two friendly countries, it
added. She lauded the hospitality and
good l iving condit ion enjoyed by
Nepalese people working in Kuwait
and their contribution to the national
development and economic growth.
The Nepalese president expressed her
wish to see the current relations
enhanced further in political, economic
and social sectors. She further com-
mended the strong relations with
Kuwait, saying that such was evident in
the visit of former Nepalese President
Dr Ram Baran Yadav to Kuwait in
February 2011 during Kuwait’s celebra-
tions of the Golden Jubilee of inde-
pendence. — KUNA
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