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KUWAIT: MP Omar Al-Tabtabaei yesterday probed the
number of expatriates in the country in a series of ques-
tions to Minister of State for Economic Affairs Mariam Al-
Aqeel. Tabtabaei said on his Twitter account that the
questions were prompted by reports about an influx of
Egyptian workers into Kuwait. The reports said that
around 100,000 new work permits were issued last year
to Egyptian workers, with around 8,000 new Egyptian
entrants into the labor market monthly. 

Tabtabaei said the issuance of a large number of new
work permits came even after the government pledged to
take measures to rebalance the labor market, including
restricting the issuance of new work permits. In his ques-
tions, the lawmaker asked the minister about the number
of expats who entered the country on new work permits
in the past three years based on nationality. He also
inquired about the qualifications of expats who were
recruited in the past three years. 

Tabtabaei asked about the number of expats
employed in ministries and other public sector jobs over
the last three years, and also the number of unemployed
Kuwaitis registered with the government. He also inquired
if those expats obtained their degrees from recognized
universities. Based on latest figures, the number of expat

laborers in Kuwait is 2.85 million - a quarter of them
domestic helpers. There are also around 550,000 expat
dependents - children and housewives - making the total
number of expats 3.4 million. 

Last month, Director General of the Public Authority
for Manpower Ahmad Al-Mousa said bringing in expat
labor is subject to rules mentioned in labor law 6/2010
and its decisions. He said the authority carries out its
responsibilities to issue work permits based on employers’
requests according to rules that are not related to the
nationality or numbers of expat workers. He said the labor
law and the law establishing the authority 109/2013 gave
it the right to bring in labor based on employers’ requests.
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KUWAIT: Pilgrims are welcomed on their return from hajj at Kuwait International Airport yesteday. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

Omar Al-Tabtabaei Mariam Al-Aqeel

Forensic examination needs time 

KUWAIT: Examination of human remains Kuwait
received from Iraq purportedly belonging to citizens
who had gone missing or held as prisoners of war
needs both time and effort, an official said yesterday.
Interior Ministry’s Acting Undersecretary Sheikh
Faisal Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah’s remarks came during his
visit to the ministry’s forensic laboratory, where he
got a close-up view of the DNA analysis used to
identify the remains. Iraqi authorities last week
handed over to Kuwait the remains of 48 Kuwaitis,
who went missing after Iraq’s invasion of its neighbor
and the subsequent Gulf War 29 years ago. —  AFP 

6 acquitted over vigilante murder 

NEW DELHI: An Indian court yesterday acquitted
six people accused of murdering a Muslim man who
was attacked while transporting cows. Pehlu Khan, a
55-year-old farmer, died after around 200 vigi-
lantes attacked trucks carrying cattle on a highway
in the western state of Rajasthan in April 2017. Nine
people were accused of killing Khan, with six of
them acquitted by a local court in Rajasthan yester-
day. The three other accused are minors and are
being tried in a juvenile court. The Khan family’s
legal team told AFP the prosecution plans to file an
appeal against the verdict in the high court. — AFP 

Philippine boy eaten by croc 

MANILA: A boy was killed after being snatched
from a boat by a saltwater crocodile in the south-
ern Philippines, as the reptiles’ shrinking habitat
leads to repeated attacks, authorities said yester-
day. The 10-year-old was on board with his two
older siblings near the town of Balabac, which is
notorious for confrontations with the massive crea-
tures, when he was yanked into the water. His
father failed to find the boy after an overnight
search, but a fisherman discovered the child’s half-
eaten remains late Monday in a mangrove swamp,
a police report said. — AFP 

Family spares ex-Tehran mayor 

TEHRAN: A former mayor of Tehran sentenced to
death over the murder of his wife has been spared
by her family in a post shared on Instagram yes-
terday. Mohammad Ali Najafi, 67, was sentenced
to death last month after being convicted of
shooting dead his second wife Mitra Ostad at their
home in the Iranian capital on May 28. “My father,
my mother and our Mahyar (his sister’s son) for-
give Mr Mohammad Ali Najafi” after mediation
that involved others, her brother Masood Ostad
wrote. “We are happy that we made no deal for
the blood of that honorable (person),” he added.
Najafi remains behind bars after also receiving a
two-year jail sentence for illegal possession of a
firearm. —AFP 

MUZAFFARABAD/NEW DELHI:
Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan
vowed to “fight until the end” against any
Indian aggression in the disputed region
of Kashmir. The warning represented a
dramatic escalation in rhetoric after
Islamabad said last week that they had
ruled out a “military option” over the
Kashmir dispute. The remarks come as
tensions skyrocketed between the
nuclear-armed rivals following India’s sur-

prising move to revoke the autonomy of its
portion of the disputed Himalayan territo-
ry last week. 

“The Pakistani army has solid informa-
tion that they (India) are planning to do
something in Pakistani Kashmir, and they
are ready and will give a solid response,”
Khan said during a televised speech in
Muzaffarabad, capital of Pakistan-admin-
istered Kashmir. “We have decided that if
India commits any type of violation we will
fight until the end,” Khan added in the
speech marking the country’s
Independence Day. “The time has arrived
to teach you a lesson.” 

The head of the Pakistani military also
added that the country’s security forces
were “fully ready to perform its part in line
with our national duty for Kashmir cause”,

according to a tweet from the army’s
spokesperson. Khan and the military’s
comments followed other fiery speeches in
the territory’s parliament, with the prime
minister of Pakistani Kashmir at one point
begging for permission to cross the de-
facto border dividing the territory and
then later bragging about opening fire on
Indian troops in the past.

The heated rhetoric follows days of ris-
ing hostilities from Islamabad. Following
Delhi’s move to abolish Indian-adminis-
tered Kashmir’s special status, Pakistan
launched a diplomatic offensive aimed at
reversing the order and formally asked the
United Nations Security Council late
Tuesday to hold an emergency session to
address India’s “illegal actions”. 
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MUZAFFARABAD: Pakistan’s Prime
Minister Imran Khan addresses the
assembly in the capital of Pakistan-con-
trolled Kashmir yesterday. — AFP 

MAKKAH: Five-star hotels with views of
Islam’s holiest site and luxury hajj pilgrim-
age packages are attracting a super-
wealthy clientele and establishing Makkah
as the capital of premium religious tourism.
Makkah’s finest hotels are lavishly appoint-
ed with shimmering marble, fine wood pan-
elling and vast chandeliers, serving super-
wealthy pilgrims from around the world. At
one of the high-end establishments, the
main selling point is clear according to a
representative: “We have three prayer
rooms overlooking the Kaaba.”

The Kaaba is a cube structure that is
the focal point of Islam, draped in a gold-
embroidered black cloth, towards which
Muslims around the world pray. “Guests
dream of seeing the Kaaba 24-hours a
day,” added the hotelier. In a room on the
29th floor, male worshippers gathered to
pray their eyes fixed on the holy site
below as the hajj was in full swing. Some
2.5 million faithful travelled to Makkah
from across the world to take part in this
year’s pilgrimage - one of the five pillars
of Islam - which began on August 9 and
ended yesterday.

At another similarly prestigious hotel,
guests are offered a “pilgrimage area”
complete with a view “of Islam’s holiest
site... allowing (them) to lift their spirits”.
Luxury accommodation has mushroomed
in Makkah in recent years with a
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MAKKAH: Pilgrims pray and read the Holy Quran in a luxury hotel room with a
panoramic view overlooking the Kaaba and its encompassing Grand Mosque ahead
of the annual hajj pilgrimage on Aug 8, 2019. — AFP 
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SAN FRANCISCO: Facebook has paid hundreds of
contractors to listen to and transcribe snippets of users’
conversations, US media reported yesterday, amid
heightened scrutiny of the social network’s data collec-
tion practices. Facebook acknowledged the transcrip-
tions, which were first reported by Bloomberg, telling
the news agency in a statement that they were made
with users’ permission, but that the practice has
nonetheless been stopped. “Much like Apple and
Google, we paused human review of audio more than a
week ago,” the company said. Facebook did not
respond to a request for comment from AFP.

The contractors were testing the ability of the social
network’s artificial intelligence to interpret messages,
and the only users affected were those on Facebook
Messenger app who had opted to have their voice
chats transcribed. Bloomberg said the contractors
working on the project were “rattled” by listening to
private audio whose origin wasn’t disclosed and which
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LAMBAHRAUN LAVA FIELD, Iceland: To prepare for
the next mission to Mars in 2020, NASA has taken to the
lava fields of Iceland to get its new robotic space explorer
ready for the job. With its black basalt sand, wind-swept
dunes and craggy peaks, the Lambahraun lava field at the
foot of Iceland’s second biggest glacier, Langjokull, was
chosen as a stand-in for the Red Planet’s surface. For three
weeks, 15 scientists and engineers sent by the US space
agency descended on the site, 100 km from the capital,
Reykjavik, last month to develop a prototype.

It will aim to continue the work of the “Curiosity”
rover, which has been exploring Mars since 2012 in
search of signs of ancient life and making preparations
for human exploration. Experts say that Iceland, a vol-
canic island in the middle of the North Atlantic, is in
many ways reminiscent of the fourth planet from the Sun.

“It’s a very good analogue for Mars exploration and
learning how to drive Mars rovers,” said Adam
Deslauriers, manager of space and education, at
Canada’s Mission Control Space Services. 
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LAMBAHRAUN LAVA FIELD, Iceland: This picture taken
on July 19, 2019 shows NASA’s new robotic space
explorer at their base, where they are getting it ready
for the next mission to Mars. — AFP 


