
Alisson injury 
mars Liverpool’s 
strong start
LIVERPOOL: Liverpool could be without inspirational
goalkeeper Alisson Becker for a number of weeks after
the Brazilian suffered a calf injury in Friday’s 4-1 thrash-
ing of Norwich to kick-off the Premier League season
in style.  

The European champions are aiming to end a 30-
year wait to win the Premier League after missing out
by only one point to Manchester City last season and
laid down an early marker in the title race by racing into
a 4-0 lead before half-time.

Norwich captain Grant Hanley’s hapless own goal
just seven minutes in set the tone for what could be a
long season for the Canaries before Mohamed Salah,
Virgil van Dijk and Divock Origi netted as Liverpool
shot out of the blocks.

However, the Reds’ joy was curtailed when Alisson
pulled up after kicking the ball clear from a routine goal
kick and needed support to limp off the field. “Nothing
bad to say about the game apart from Ali’s injury,” said
Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp, who confirmed his
number one will miss Wednesday’s UEFA Super Cup
clash with Chelsea in Istanbul.

“We have to see how serious it is and deal with it.”
Alisson kept 20 clean sheets in his first Premier League
season and was also instrumental in Liverpool’s
Champions League triumph. Spanish goalkeeper Adrian
only joined Liverpool this week on a free transfer after
Simon Mignolet departed to join Club Brugge. But the
former West Ham stopper could now have a huge role
to play in the coming weeks to ensure Klopp’s men cede
no early ground in the title race to City with tricky
matches against Southampton and Arsenal to come.

Friday’s game was already won before Alisson
departed as from Origi’s low cross, Hanley’s wild hack at
a clearance flashed beyond Tim Krul in the Norwich
goal. A Golden Boot winner in each of the past two sea-
sons, Salah then opened his account for the season with
a calm finish from Roberto Firmino’s pass on 19 minutes.

Despite a comfortable lead, Klopp was soon ranting
at his players for letting their guard down as only a bril-
liant save from Alisson prevented Marco Stiepermann
from halving Norwich’s deficit. Seconds later and it was
3-0 as Norwich’s dreadful defending was exposed
again to leave Van Dijk free to head home from a Salah
corner.

Origi was also left carelessly unmarked to make it 4-
0 with a simple header from Trent Alexander-Arnold’s
cross. Liverpool could have piled on more pain for the
visitors at the start of the second half as Jordan
Henderson hit the bar, Firmino fluffed a glorious chance
at the back post and Salah curled just wide.

However, it was promoted Norwich’s adventure that

was rewarded as moments after Moritz Leitner crashed
a shot against the bar, Teemu Pukki pounced to drill low
past Adrian. “We wanted to start with some points but
unbelievably happy with the character of my team,” said
Norwich manager Daniel Farke, who insisted he will not
curb his side’s attacking intent despite the step up in
quality.

“We have to stick to our beliefs. Of course we have
to defend a bit more solid but my injured players are
coming back and this was a lesson for some of my play-
ers because small details can make a big difference.

“This squad is made for playing this football. We
have to stick to our principles, if we park the bus we
have not chance in this league.” — AFP

MONTREAL: Rafael Nadal needed a
set to get adjusted before unloading on
Fabio Fognini for a 2-6, 6-1, 6-2 victory
and a place in the ATP Montreal Masters
semi-finals.

Nadal, who won his fourth tit le in
Canada a year ago, needed almost two
hours on Friday to overcome the Italian
veteran who shocked him on clay at Monte
Carlo in April.

“It was an up-and-down match, but
a  pos i t ive  ma tch  fo r  me  because  I
played better and better as it went on,”
Nadal said.

“I lost the first set feeling that I was
not playing badly. Things were just going
too fast.

“Things happen quickly here because
the court is fast. Sometimes in the first set,
the player who is taking advantage has the
adrenaline very high.

“It’s difficult to quickly stop that
momentum.”

World number two Nadal was the only
major seed to survive a quarter-final cull
after defeats for Dominic Thiem and
Alexander Zverev.

Steady rain began as Monfils and
Bautista took the court and they were
unable to complete a game before play was

suspended for the night.
Austrian second seed Thiem, coming off

an emotional home victory in Kitzbuehel
last week, hit the wall in a 6-3, 6-1 thrash-
ing at the hands of Russia’s eighth-seeded
Daniil Medvedev.

Number three Zverev was unable to
make an impression on Russian sixth seed
Karen Khachanov, losing 6-3, 6-3 in 74
minutes.

Zverev suffered the first blemish on
what had been a perfect 7-0 record in
Montreal after winning the 2017 edition in
his maiden visit to the city, which alternates
with Toronto as host venue each year.

Meanwhile, Serena Williams won the
rematch Friday, dominating Naomi Osaka
6-3, 6-4 to ensure the Japanese star won’t
leave Toronto with a title to go with her
number one world ranking. Williams fired
12 aces and didn’t face a break point as she
beat Osaka for the first time in three meet-
ings-avenging her shock loss in last year’s
controversial US Open final in which the
American star was docked a point and a
game after losing her temper when warned
about coaching.

In the semi-finals Williams will face
Czech qualifier Marie Bouzkova, who
advanced when Wimbledon champion

Simona Halep retired with Achilles tendon
trouble after dropping their first set 6-4.

“I’ve always wanted to play Serena,”
said Bouzkova, a 21-year-old ranked 91st in
the world. “It’s always my dream to play
against her.” Bouzkova notched her third
straight win over a Grand Slam champion,
having beaten former US Open winner
Sloane Stephens and former French Open
champ Jelena Ostapenko.

But Halep marked her first win over a
top-five player. The Romanian, who roared
back from 0-4 down to level the set at 4-4
only to lose the last two games, said she
had been bothered by her Achilles tendon
from the start of the tournament.

“And today I felt it more, so that’s why I
decided to retire,” said Halep, no doubt
exercising extra caution with the final
Grand Slam of the year due to start on
August 26.

Despite the defeat, Osaka is assured of
a return to world number one next week
after the second-round exit of top-ranked
Australian Ashleigh Barty and a quarter-
final defeat for third-ranked Czech
Karolina Pliskova.

Canadian teen Bianca Andreescu oust-
ed Pliskova 6-0, 2-6, 6-4 after one hour
and 49 minutes to doom the Czech’s bid

to regain the top spot for the first time
since 2017.

Andreescu advanced to a semi-final

clash with American Sofia Kenin, who
defeated Ukraine sixth seed Elina Svitolina
7-6 (7/2), 6-4. — AFP
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Nadal rallies to beat Fabio
Fognini in Montreal Masters

Serena powers past number one-bound Osaka, Halep retires hurt

Neymar out of PSG 
opener, exit talks 
‘more advanced 
than before’: Club
SAINT-GERMAIN-EN-LAYE: Paris Saint-
Germain revealed yesterday that Neymar transfer
talks are “more advanced than before” after the
Brazilian was dropped for the French champions’
opening Ligue 1 match.

Sporting director Leonardo confirmed to
reporters that the Brazilian was near the exit door
but that PSG were “not yet ready to give their
approval (to the transfer)” ahead of Sunday’s match
at the Parc des Princes.

Real Madrid or a return to Barcelona are the
most likely destinations for the world’s most expen-
sive footballer, with Spanish media on Friday saying
that Zinedine Zidane’s side will battle Barca for the
27-year-old’s signature.

Sports newspaper AS claimed Neymar has been
offered to Madrid by PSG, who are open to selling
if they can either recoup the 222 million euros
($249 million) they spent on him in 2017 or receive
half that amount with players included in the deal.

Barcelona-based Mundo Deportivo says that he
would prefer a move back to Catalonia to play
alongside former teammates Lionel Messi and Luis
Suarez. Neymar started the new season by anger-
ing the Qatari-backed club when he turned up one
week late for training.

The player’s camp maintained he had a prior
agreement to stay away but that didn’t wash with
his employers who threatened to take “appropriate
action”. Off the pitch, Neymar was informed by a
Brazilian judge on Friday that the rape case which
has been hanging over the footballer for months
had been dismissed due to insufficient evidence.

Neymar had vehemently denied allegations he
raped a Brazilian woman in a Paris hotel in May. The
forward, whose time in France has been marked by
injuries and controversies, has made a series of
remarks that strained his relationship further with
the club and sparked outrage on social media.

Asked by an online sports channel about his best
memory in football, he cited Barcelona’s incredible
2017 Champions League victory over PSG when he
was part of the team that overturned a 4-0 first-leg
deficit by winning 6-1 in the second leg of their
last-16 tie. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Newcastle United FC v ArsenalFC              16:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Leicester City v Wolverhampton Wanderers FC 16:00
beIN SPORTS HD 1
Manchester United v Chelsea FC                 18:30
beIN SPORTS HD 2

FRENCH LEAGUE
LOSC Lille v FC Nantes                               16:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6
RC Strasbourg v FC Metz                            18:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6
Paris Saint-Germain v Nimes Olympique    2:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6

TORONTO:  Serena Williams of the United States hits a shot against Naomi Osaka of
Japan during a quarterfinal match on Day 7 of the Rogers Cup at Aviva Centre in
Toronto, Canada. —AFP

LIVERPOOL: Liverpool’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Salah (L) vies with Norwich City’s German midfielder
Moritz Leitner during the English Premier League football match between Liverpool and Norwich City at Anfield in
Liverpool, north west England.  — AFP

Lyon beat Monaco in 
Ligue 1 opener as 
Fabregas sees red
MONACO: Lyon hammered Monaco 3-0 on Friday in
the first game of the Ligue 1 season as former Brazil
defender Sylvinho started his coaching reign in perfect
style and Cesc Fabregas was shown a red card.

Moussa Dembele and Memphis Depay scored either
side of Fabregas’ dismissal in the first half. Midfielder
Lucas Tousart added a third with 10 minutes remaining
against an inexperienced home side who were without
former captain Radamel Falcao who is expected to
leave the Principality before the end of the transfer
window on September 2. 

“I said in the week all of three or four opening
games will be difficult and Monaco were a difficult
opposition, I’m happy with the result,” Lyon boss
Sylvinho told French broadcasters Canal+.

“I hoped my team would play like this, there’s
always improvements to be made but I am happy,” the
former Champions League winner added. His side
showed minimal rustiness despite seeing influential
trio in former skipper Nabil Fekir, left-back Ferland
Mendy and midfielder Tanguy Ndombele leave during
the off-season.

They claimed an early lead with six minutes on the
clock with a powerful Dembele header. The former
Celtic forward beat defenders Kamil Glik and Brazilian
Jemerson in the air and his effort fizzed past Monaco’s
Benjamin Lecomte, making his debut for the club.

The home side’s best chance of the first half fell to
22-year-old Benjamin Henrichs quarter of an hour lat-
er. He received the ball from winger Gelson Martins,
but his low shot failed to trouble Lyon goalkeeper
Anthony Lopes.

Things turned from bad to worse for the hosts
when experienced playmaker Fabregas was shown a
red card for stamping on the back of Leo Dubois’ leg
on the half hour mark. In his attempts to chase Dubois
down, who was shielding a loose cross out for a goal
kick, the Spain midfielder took a stood heavily onto
the right-back’s calf.

Referee Ruddy Buquet referred the incident to
VAR who chose to send Fabregas for an early show-
er. Sylvinho’s outfit doubled their advantage with

nine minutes of the first 45 to play. Netherlands
attacker Depay lined up from outside the box catch-
ing Monaco’s Lecomte off-guard to nutmeg him for a
2-0 lead.

The referee was the subject of whistles as the
teams walked off at the break with the unhappy Stade
Louis II crowd voicing their discontent at Fabregas’
dismissal. Despite being a man down, Leonardo
Jardim’s side looked the most likely to score early into
the second-half. —AFP

MONACO: Lyon’s French midfielder Lucas Tousart (L) celebrates after scoring the 0-3 goal during the French L1 foot-
ball match between AS Monaco (ASM) and Olympique Lyonnais (OL) at the Stade Louis II stadium in Monaco. —AFP


