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Eid Al Salwaawi, 69, paints murals of the rituals of
the hajj pilgrimage on the walls of a house in
Cairo’s Sayeda Zainab neighborhood. Sometimes

he volunteers to paint scenes that celebrate the hajj and
religious stories and lessons, other times he is paid. Every
year, Muslims travel from around the world to the city of
Mecca in Saudi Arabia to complete the hajj, one of the
five pillars of their faith. This year’s hajj will conclude on
Sunday. Salwaawi said the hajj scenes he saw on the walls
of houses in his home village as a child in northern Aswan
captured his imagination. “So I draw camel caravans and
soldiers wearing traditional hats guarding them,” he said.

He uses simple tools like a handmade palm frond
brush and a mixture of paint, vinegar, rosewater, gum

Arabic and glue. One mural depicts women as they
embark on the pilgrimage, dressed in bright colors,
another shows a caravan carrying the tapestry that cov-
ers the Kaaba, the holiest site in Islam. He adorns his
works with prayers and Koranic verses. Each mural takes
him between two and three hours. — Reuters

The artist Eid Al-Salwaawi paints murals
about the holy Kaaba and the rituals of
the Hajj pilgrimage to Mecca, in Cairo,

Egypt, on July 17, 2019. — Reuters

Lebanese attend a concert organized in solidarity with Lebanese indie band Mashrou’ Leila (unseen) in Lebanon’s capital
Beirut.

Artist perform during a concert organized in solidarity with Lebanese indie
band Mashrou’ Leila (unseen) in Lebanon’s capital Beirut on Friday.

— AFP photos

A dancer performs during a concert organ-
ized in solidarity with Lebanese indie band
Mashrou’ Leila (unseen).

Hundreds attend
Lebanon protest 
concert after band
cancellation
Hundreds of Lebanese gathered Friday in Beirut for a

protest concert in solidarity with a homegrown band
being cancelled from a top music festival over alleged

blasphemy. Mashrou’ Leila, whose lead singer is gay and
whose Arabic lyrics tackle a range of taboo topics, were
supposed to play in the seaside town of Byblos on Friday.
But festival organizers cancelled them over security con-
cerns after clerics complained some of their lyrics insulted
Christians, and critics threatened to attack the concert.

In protest, social and political activists as well as aca-
demics came together on Friday night to hold a replacement
concert titled, “Music is Always Louder”. Under the watch-
ful eye of several members of the security forces, dozens of
fans danced in the front row to the band’s music before an
all-night line-up of musicians.

Mashrou’ Leila did not attend, but an organizer read out
a statement from them to a full hall of more than 1,500 peo-
ple, as hundreds waited their turn to enter outside. This
evening was supposed to be about the band’s 10th anniver-

sary, but instead it became about “our freedom to say what
we think”, Mashrou’s Leila said. It’s “about a future that
allows us at least the most basic of freedoms, a future in
which censorship and self-censorship don’t continue to for-
bid us from expressing ourselves,” they said. Fans were then
treated to a premiere screening of the animated music
video for their latest song “Radio Romance”. Audience
members said they came for a night out, but also to take a
stand. “I reject this kind of oppression,” said 28-year-old
humanitarian worker Hasan Mortada of the events that
sparked the Byblos cancellation.

Abdulhalim Jabr, 57, an architecture professor at the
American University of Beirut where the band studied, said
he had come to support “a battle for freedoms”. “If we lose
them, what will be left in this country?” he said, pointing to
a struggling economy and mounting hazards to the environ-
ment. Back stage, oud musician Ziyad Sahhab said he was
playing to protest “religious authorities interfering in our
choices as musicians”.

“I don’t go to mass and tell (them) what to say,” he said,
before grabbing his instrument and rushing out on stage.
Religiously diverse Lebanon is one of the Middle East’s
more liberal countries, but its myriad of recognized sects
still weild major influence over social and cultural affairs.
Mashrou’ Leila has often played in Lebanon, but it has cre-
ated waves in the religiously conservative Middle East.
After a Mashrou’ Leila concert in Egypt in 2017, at which
members of the audience waved a rainbow flag, Egyptian
authorities launched a crackdown on the country’s LGBT
community. Its concerts in Jordan were cancelled in 2016
and 2017. — AFP

Italy’s top female
chef mixes it up
with flavors from
a tiny island

Award-winning young Italian chef Martina
Caruso’s love of food is in her blood-and she
has the tattoos to prove it. At just 29, Caruso

has become a hit in the world of haute cuisine by
using the sunshine flavors of her tiny volcanic island of
Salina and giving a modern twist to traditional recipes.
Earlier this year, she was named Italy’s female chef of
2019 — just three years after she became the
youngest Italian to win a Michelin star at the family-
run Signum restaurant and hotel on Salina. The flavors
from the idyllic island infuse Caruso’s dishes and her
favorite ingredients are even tattooed on her arm: gar-
lic, oil, hot pepper, octopus and the sea. 

From a young age she watched her father Michele,
who as Signum’s chef was devoted to traditional
recipes.   “At first, my father did not give me any room,
he did not want me to become a chef, a tiring job,”
Caruso says.  But she flew the nest for three years to
train at a cookery school near Sicily’s capital Palermo.
Caruso later took her place as a chef in the family
restaurant, where she showed off her technical and
creative ways of cooking.  “I convinced my father by
showing him what I knew how to do.”

Her mantra is “simplicity”, says Caruso, who was
awarded the female chef of the year title by the Italian
Michelin guide and Veuve Clicquot in March.  “But
simple doesn’t mean it’s easy,” she laughs. In one of
her appetizers, Caruso takes “bagna cauda”-a typical
dish from Piedmont in northern Italy, which consists of
garlic and anchovies, but gives it a Sicilian kick by
using sea urchins.  Salina is known for its capers,
which she makes into ice cream, something to be
savored in small quantities due to the potent flavor of
the tiny green berries.     Her menu also includes char-
grilled moray eel, which she cooks on embers in her
garden. The delicate white fish is scarcely eaten on the
island today but she is keen to continue using the tra-
ditional ingredient.

Boils down to ‘home cooking’ 
Another local specialty is her “mezzi paccheri”,

short tube-shaped pasta with an intense squid sauce,
based on a recipe made by fishermen’s families.
“French cuisine is very much based on technique, the
marriage of flavours. To think up a dish, Italian chefs
may be more traditional, and that’s what I do by listen-
ing to the country’s elders,” Caruso says. However,
Caruso’s mother, Clara, the mayor of the small town of
Malfa, has never even cooked an egg. 

Instead of the kitchen, Clara turned her attention
over the course of 30 years to transforming a number
of old pastel-coloured properties into what has
become a boutique hotel in Salina, an island of just 26
square kilometers (10 square miles). She has also tried
to increase tourism on the island by inviting artists
into a former palace that has been turned into a cul-
tural center. —AFP

In this file photo Martina Caruso, “ Signum “ restaurant
chef, poses outdoor her restaurant in Salina, one of the
Eolian sicilian islands. — AFP

This file photo shows French actor Alain Delon posing as he
arrives to be awarded with an Honorary Palme d’Or at the
72nd edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, southern
France. — AFP

Greek sculptor Takis

Cuba Gooding Jr

Oscar-winning actor Cuba Gooding Jr will go on tri-
al over accusations he groped a woman in New
York after a court dismissed his plea to have the

case thrown out. Gooding, 51, is accused of grabbing the
woman’s breast without her consent in a Manhattan bar on
a night out in June.  The “Jerry Maguire” actor is charged
with forcible touching and could face up to a year in
prison if convicted. Gooding denies the charges and his
lawyers applied to have them dismissed, stating that
footage from the bar’s security cameras showed that their
client was innocent. 

But on Wednesday New York State criminal court
judge Phyllis Chu rejected their plea, saying that conflict-
ing accounts of what happened could only be resolved at
trial. “The court finds the defendant has failed to meet his
burden of setting forth compelling reasons to warrant dis-
missal,” Chu said in a written decision seen by AFP. The
ruling was first reported on Thursday. Gooding turned
himself in to police on June 13 and was released later that
day without bail.  The trial is scheduled to start on
September 3. Gooding won an Academy Award in 1997 for
his performance as a football player in “Jerry Maguire.” He
recently played OJ Simpson in “The People vs OJ
Simpson: American Crime Story.”— AFP

World-renowned Greek sculptor Takis has died
aged 93, his foundation said Friday, just as
London’s Tate Modern museum holds a major

show of his work. The poised stalks, coloured lights and
moving balls of Takis’s creations made him a noted figure
of the 20th-century “kinetic” art movement along with the
US artist Alexander Calder. The Takis Foundation that
promotes his work announced his death in a tribute to him
on Facebook, without giving any details. It called him “a
true pioneer, innovator and legend... A prolific and vision-
ary mind, whose ingenuity, passion and imagination was
endless”.

“Takis explored many artistic and scientific horizons, as
well as music and theatre, and redefined the boundaries in
art,” it said. Takis was born Panagiotis Vassilakis in a sub-
urb of Athens in 1925. In the 1940s he served in the Greek
resistance to the Nazi occupation and lived through the
difficult years of civil war that followed the war. Inspired
as a young artist by Picasso and Giacometti as well as by
classical Greek sculpture, he moved to Paris in the 1950s.
He also spent time working in Britain and the United
States, according to the foundation’s biography of the
artist.—AFP


