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TEL AVIV: In the heat of the summer, Sivan Noel and her
sister Michal say they rarely venture outside of their fami-
ly’s small, basement apartment in Tel Aviv. The two girls, 11
and nine, risk being deported to the family’s home country,
the Philippines, even though they’ve never set foot there. “I
was born here,” said Sivan, the 11-year-old. “It’s really
unfair that after being born here and having a family,
friends, school and studies, we are being told that... we
now must leave to a place that we hardly know.” 

They and hundreds of other Filipino families in Israel
are caught up in a legal battle that has put them at risk of
deportation. Many of the 28,000 Filipinos in Israel arrived
to work as caregivers and domestic helpers, but according
to the United Children of Israel (UCI) association, some
600 families could now face expulsion over a loss of resi-
dency status. The issue holds particular resonance in
Israel, where there are long-term fears about maintaining a
Jewish majority in the country founded as a national
homeland for Jews in the wake of the Holocaust. But chil-
dren such as Sivan and Michal pose a special case.

They were born in Israel, attend school in the country,
speak and write on social media in Hebrew and dress in
the same tank tops, shorts and sandals as other children in
Tel Aviv. Their mother, Ramela Noel, arrived legally in the
country in 2003 as a domestic worker. She later met her
husband, who is also Filipino, and became pregnant with
Sivan, the oldest of the two girls. She then faced a heart-
breaking choice: either leave the country or send her child
to the Philippines in order to maintain her visa, as spelled
out in her employment contract.

‘I started crying’
Noel said she initially chose to remain and send her

child back to the Philippines to live with her sister, Sivan’s
aunt. “When I gave birth to Sivan and they put her on my
tummy, that’s when I started crying,” the 39-year-old said,
the memory again bringing tears to her eyes.

She couldn’t bring herself to send the baby away, so the
family began to live clandestinely. The two girls have no
legal status and their parents cannot renew their work
visas without risking expulsion. Noel and her husband
scrape out a living cleaning homes. “Every time we go out
on the street - the fear that I have every time I go on the
street - it’s terrifying,” she said. This week, a mother and
her 13-year-old child were detained in southern Tel Aviv
ahead of a planned deportation.

Since the start of the year, members of 36 families, 24 of
them Filipino, have been arrested. They were released on
the condition they leave by August 1, but no one has been
deported for now, according to UCI, created to help those
involved. The adults were arrested for being in the country
illegally, but their children were allowed to finish the school
year, according to a statement from Israel’s immigration
authority, which declined an interview request.

With the school vacation underway, the threat of
deportation is back. “Israel encouraged them to come.
There are recruitment services abroad for them,” said
Sigal Rozen, one of the founders of the Israeli organization
Hotline for Refugees and Migrants. Filipinos were brought
to Israel to fill a labor shortage. One member of UCI who
spoke on condition of anonymity said she cared for the
elderly for nine years. “What do you expect me to do in
nine years? Not to have sex, not to have love?” she said.

‘Not make me forget’ 
In 2006 and in 2010, while facing criticism to act, Israeli

authorities granted permanent visas to nearly 5,000 peo-
ple, said Rozen. Catholic church heads have joined con-
demnations of the deportations, asking in a statement:
“Does this policy respect the contribution of these
women’s labor to the Israeli society?” Filipinos recently
held a protest in Tel Aviv, supported by Israelis. “We can’t
send children away,” said 83-year-old Drora Lustiger, who
said her husband survived the Holocaust.

Nearby, separated from the crowd by a security cor-
don, around a dozen counter-protesters called for the
deportations to move ahead. “I’m concerned about the
majority of the Jewish in Israel,” said Sigal Sudai. “In
many other countries in the world, when their visa ends,
they go back to their land.” 

But Sivan and her sister, who have never travelled,
say they consider Israel home. “It would feel like I’m in
a foreign place, a place that I don’t know,” said Sivan.
“Maybe I will meet new friends or have new memories
there, but it will not make me forget that I have friends
here, and a family.” — AFP 
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TRIPOLI: Libyans who fled fighting outside Tripoli
dream of returning to their homes as they prepare for
the Eid Al-Adha festival with heavy hearts, worried
they will end up living on the streets. In early April,
Mohamad Kreir and his family fled their home south of
capital as fierce clashes flared between rival forces
turning the area into a battleground within hours.

Kreir and others like him were moved into hotels
paid for by a crisis committee set up by the Tripoli-
based UN-recognized Government of National
Accord (GNA) to cope with the influx of displaced.
The committee is now asking them to leave the hotels
but has given no reason for its decision. “A few days
ago, they tell us we have to leave the hotel. What
should I do? Live in the street with my family? I have
nowhere to go,” Kreir said.

Another man added: “My family and I are at a hotel
and I don’t even have a quarter dinar in my pocket.”
They were speaking during a gathering of some 50
displaced people in a gymnasium organized by an
NGO in the Libyan capital. “I realized that the crisis
they’re going through is more serious than Eid,” said
Entisar Elgleib, head of a Libyan coalition of civil soci-
ety organizations, who attended the gathering.  Eid
Al-Adha is usually a time of festivities, but for many of
the displaced families, this year’s holiday will be a fru-
gal one, as the fighting drags on around Tripoli and
many complain of dwindling savings.

‘Nowhere to go’ 
Kreir recalled how he and his family fled their home

near the Al-Toghar mosque in the Swani district after
Libyan strongman Khalifa Haftar launched in early
April an assault to seize Tripoli from the GNA. “We
left in a rush without taking even the bare minimum,”
he said, before the crisis committee set them up in a
hotel. In his 50s, Kreir still suffers from the effects of a
stroke he had a few years ago and struggles to stay
upright.  

Fatma Bachir, a married mother of two, lived in
Khallet al-Ferjan in southern Tripoli, one of the first
areas where fighting caused residents to flee. An offi-
cial at the postal service, Bachir has spent all her sav-
ings since leaving her home.  “I spent more than 7,000
dinars (around $5,000, 4,450 euros) - that is all my
savings. We have nothing left, my husband and I, so we
borrowed money”, she said. “Since then, we moved
from one house to another staying with relatives
before going to a hotel for the month of Ramadan.”

Indebted
This situation is “abnormal and unbearable. We are

going to end up in the street, in debt”, Bachir added.
According to a report released Friday by the UN
refugee agency, fighting on the outskirts of Tripoli has
killed 1,093 people, wounded 5,752 and displaced
120,000. Many families who fled the violence are dis-
satisfied with the crisis committee’s efforts at support.
But committee member Abdel Barri Chenbar told a
news conference last week that since its creation, the
crisis committee has “been able to provide some solu-
tions”. “The GNA has allocated 10 million dinars to
refurbish public buildings to house families staying in
schools” since April, he said.  

But Elgleib said the committee “is not close
enough to the people and its response is slow” and
called for authorities to meet with the families
effected by the fighting. “A displaced person doesn’t
need a liter of oil or a can of tomato paste... but to
be listened to”, she said.  With the lack of prospects
and money, some say they prefer to return to their
homes, even if these areas are still considered dan-
gerous. “I want to go home even though I fear for
my children because of the security situation and the
fighting,” Kreir said. — AFP 
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TEL AVIV: Ramela Noel (right), a Filipina domestic worker, talks to her daughter, 11-year-old Sivan, at their home in
Tel Aviv. — AFP 

Israel army kills 4 
armed Palestinians 
JERUSALEM: Israeli troops shot dead four heavily armed
Palestinians on the Gaza border yesterday, one of whom
had managed to cross and throw a grenade at troops, the
army said. There have been frequent clashes along the
Gaza border since the Palestinians began organizing regu-
lar mass protests there in March 2018 but yesterday’s
exchange was unusual because of the weaponry the army
said was involved on the Palestinian side. 

“The terrorists were equipped with AK-47 assault
rifles, RPG grenade launchers and hand grenades,” an
army statement said. A spokeswoman said: “The army
opened fire after one of the terrorists scaled the barrier
and hurled a grenade at the soldiers.” No casualties were
reported in Israeli ranks. Palestinian demonstrations at the
Gaza border demanding the lifting of Israel’s more than
decade-old blockade have often led to violence and a
deadly response from the Israeli army. 

At least 301 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli
fire in Gaza or the border area since March 2018, the
majority during the demonstrations. Seven Israelis have
also been killed. The protests have declined in intensity
in recent months following a truce brokered by UN offi-
cials and Egypt. 

Under the truce, Israel agreed to take steps to ease
aspects of its blockade in return for calm on the border.
Sporadic violence has continued but the Israeli army has
said most of it has consisted of lone-wolf attacks. On
August 1, a Palestinian seeking to avenge his brother’s
death by Israeli fire entered Israel from Gaza armed with
a Kalashnikov assault rifle and hand grenades. He was
killed and three Israeli soldiers wounded, the army said.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is widely seen
as wanting to avoid a major flare-up in the Palestinian
territories as Israel prepares for a snap general elec-
tion on September 17, its second this year. But he is
likely to face political pressure to act firmly against
any significant attack. Israel and Hamas have fought
three wars since 2008. The border exchange came as
Palestinians prepare to mark Eid al-Adha, the feast of
the sacrifice. — AFP 

KFAR QADDUM: An Israeli soldier runs past burning tires
during clashes with Palestinian protesters following a
weekly protest against the expropriation of Palestinian
land by Israel in the village of Kfar Qaddum. — AFP 

MAWLAMYINE: The death toll from a
landslide triggered by monsoon rains in
eastern Myanmar rose to at least 34, an
official said yesterday, as emergency work-
ers continued a desperate search through
thick mud for scores more feared missing.
A huge brown gash on the hillside marked
where the deluge of mud flooded onto Ye
Pyar Kone village in Mon state on Friday,
wiping out 16 homes.

Search and rescue teams worked
through the night with excavators and their
bare hands trying to find survivors and
recover bodies from the deep sludge, con-
tinuing through yesterday. “We found 34
dead, and the search for dead bodies is still
ongoing,” local administrator Myo Min Tun
told AFP. So far, 47 people have been
injured while officials believe that more
than 80 people could still be missing.
Myanmar is battered annually by a mon-
soon season which strikes countries across
Southeast Asia, leaving tens of thousands
displaced from flooded homes and setting
off deadly landslides.

Aerial pictures of Ye Pyar Kone village
showed shattered remnants of rooftops
and other debris from the houses strewn
next to trucks knocked over by the force of
the onslaught. Its hillside temple was left
inundated, leaving the pagoda’s golden
spire peeking out from beneath the mud.
Htay Htay Win, 32 said that two of her
daughters and five other relatives had still
not been found. She only survived because
she had left her home minutes earlier to
look at the flooding nearby. “I heard a huge
noise and turned round to see my home

being hit by the mud,” she said, crying.

Mud and water
Rescue workers yesterday continued to

carry out excavated bodies wrapped in
plastic to waiting ambulances, wading
through pools of water and ankle-deep
sludge. Crying relatives of the missing
watched on helpless under a steady torrent
of rain, as nearby floodwaters edged closer
to the village. 

Tin Htay, who escaped with his family
from their home, described his efforts to
rescue others trapped by the mud. “I
dragged a woman and two children from a
car but I could not reach two other people,
so I had to leave them,” the 30-year-old
said. Emergency crews had to unblock the
main highway from Yangon to Mawlamyine,
buried under six feet of sludge. Torrential
downpours have burst riverbanks across
the country while coastal communities have
been warned of higher tides.

In the town of Shwegyin in eastern
Bago region, residents waded out through
waist-deep waters or waited to be res-
cued by boat after the Sittaung river burst
its banks, swallowing entire homes.
Around 89,000 people have been dis-
placed by floods in recent weeks,
although many have since been able to
return home, according to the UN’s Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs. Vietnam has also experienced
heavy flooding this week with at least
eight people killed in the country’s central
highlands and rescuers using a zipline to
carry dozens of others to safety. — AFP 

Afghans prepare
for Eid, hope 
for peace 
JALALABAD: At a bustling outdoor mar-
ket in the eastern Afghanistan city of
Jalalabad, farmers tend to long-haired
goats and customers choose an animal to
slaughter for the upcoming Islamic festival
of Eid al-Adha. But a key question looms
over preparations: is peace about to come
to Afghanistan, or will four decades of war
continue unabated? “We are thirsty for
peace in Afghanistan. 

Every day, large numbers of our people
are getting killed,” local resident Sayed Jan
said. “We are celebrating Eid with sad
news.” Like many Afghans, Jan remembers
well a short ceasefire between Taleban and
Afghan forces during last year’s Eid al-Fitr,
another key Muslim festival, when the
wartime foes put down guns and
exchanged greetings.

This year, the United States and the
Taleban are widely believed to be in the
final stretch of a push for a deal that would
see America quit Afghanistan in return for

various Taleban guarantees. However,
even as the negotiations have appeared
to progress, the battlefield and civilian
toll has continued to climb, with July the
deadliest month for more than two years,
and it remains unclear when a ceasefire
might come.

A much-anticipated Eid greeting from
the Taleban’s top leader Haibatullah
Akhundzada on Thursday made no mention
of the truce that many Afghans long for.
“The Taleban should sit with the Afghan
government for a peace agreement and
they should announce a ceasefire during
Eid,” said Hamim Sadiq, another local resi-
dent. “The Afghan people should celebrate
Eid in peace. We have lost everything dur-
ing more than 40 years of war.”

Jalalabad is one part of Afghanistan that
has suffered deeply. Aside from Taleban
fighting, the Islamic State group has main-
tained a stubborn presence here since
2015 and the city has been the scene of
frequent attacks. 

On Wednesday, at  the market  in
Jalalabad, customers examined the wide
selection of goats, which ranged in size
and color. Some had been daubed bright
pink, while others had lanky black hair.
Within a few days, all will be slaughtered
and eaten for the annual Eid al-Adha
festival. — AFP 

Myanmar landslide kills 34, many
more feared missing

PAUNG: The body of a landslide victim is seen in Paung township, Mon state. — AFP 

JALALABAD: A man looks over livestock feeding at an outdoor market set up for the
upcoming Islamic festival of Eid Al-Adha in the eastern city of Jalalabad. — AFP 


