
Eid perfect
time for 
families to
come closer
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Kuwait Times spoke to some
people to learn about how they will
spend the Eid Al-Adha holiday.

Tala Al-Muhtaseb, 18, told Kuwait
Times that Eid is an important religious
festival in Kuwait. “Eid is a festival that
spreads the message of peace and love to
the whole world. Muslims wait for this
time of the year to gather with their fami-
lies and celebrate Eid together. We start
the first day of Eid by praying, embracing
and greeting each other. Other than gath-
erings, everyone loves Eid because of the
money we get from the elders. Eid is a
holiday in which families have the oppor-
tunity to form closer bonds with each
other,” she said.

“The first thing I do on Eid is go to the
mosque early in the morning for Eid
prayers. After that, I go back home to

dress up and style my hair, since I visit
my relatives. To be specific, I’ll be visiting
my maternal grandmother’s house, where
my relatives will gather to have lunch and
socialize with each other. The kids look
forward to receiving money from the eld-
ers,” Tala said. 

On the second day of Eid, Tala likes to
hang out with her friends and watch a
movie at The Avenues, then eat her
favorite meal of steak at Entrecote. “On
the last day of Eid, my parents and I like

to spend time together at Babel, a
Lebanese restaurant in Salmyia, to have
lunch and chat with each other. Then my
mother and I like to continue the day
shopping at The Avenues,” she said.

Mostafa Mahmoud Salem, 34, spends
Eid with family and friends. “The first day
is always for the family. Then I hang out
with friends all night in cafes and restau-
rants,” he said. Salem noted that the rest
of the days of Eid will be spent between
entertainment places with his children

and eating at restaurants and cafes.
Ahmad Hassan, 26, said he heads for

Eid prayers held outdoors early in the
morning, then has breakfast with his fam-
ily at home. “The first day is considered a
must day for family gatherings. We will
visit relatives, then I will go out with
friends to have lunch and roam around
Kuwait in the car. I will be spending the
rest of Eid with the usual routine -
Marina Mall, Avenues, cinema and lastly,
at the chalet,” he said.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received a cable of congratu-
lations from His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and National
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem on the occa-
sion of Eid Al-Adha. His Highness the Amir received
similar cables from President of Kuwait National Guard
His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah, Kuwait
National Guard Deputy Chief Sheikh Meshaal Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah, His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, President of the
Supreme Judicial Council Yousef Jassim Al-Mutawaa
and First Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister
Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. In their
cables, they wished His Highness the best of health and
more prosperity for Kuwait and its people under his
guidance. His Highness the Amir sent them reply cables
of thanks, wishing all the best.

Crown Prince receives congratulations
Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh

Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received a cable of
congratulations from National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem on the occasion of Eid Al-Adha
on behalf of members of the National Assembly, wishing
His Highness the best of health and more prosperity for
Kuwait under the guidance of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His
Highness the Crown Prince sent a reply cable of thanks
to Al-Ghanem, asking Almighty Allah to bestow his
blessing upon Kuwait under the wise leadership of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent cables of congratula-
tions to His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah and
Sheikh Mubarak Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah on Eid Al-Adha.
His Highness also received reply cables of thanks from
His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah and Sheikh
Mubarak Al-Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah on the occa-

sion of Eid Al-Adha.
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-

Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received cables of congratu-

lations from senior sheikhs, Deputy Chief of Kuwait
National Guard Sheikh Meshaal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-

Ahmad Al-Sabah, His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
President of the Supreme Judicial Council and President
of the Court of Cassation and the Constitutional Court
Counselor Yousef Jasem Al-Mutawaa, First Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah on the occasion of Eid Al-
Adha. His Highness also received congratulatory cables
on Eid Al-Adha from ministers, governors, and senior
officials, members of the diplomatic corps, fellow citi-
zens and loyal residents inside and outside Kuwait. His
Highness the Crown Prince sent reply cables of thanks,
wishing all the best.

In the meantime, His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received a
call from Abu Dhabi Crown Prince, Supreme
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, Sheikh
Mohammad bin Zayed Al-Nahyan. Sheikh Mohammad
congratulated His Highness the Crown Prince on the Eid

Al-Adha occasion and wished him good health and the
Kuwaiti people with more prosperity under the guid-
ance of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah as the humanitarian leader. In turn,
Sheikh Nawaf thanked him on his sincere sentiments,
wished him good health, and for Emirati people pros-
perity under the leadership of the President of the UAE
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al-Nahyan. 

Ministers send greetings
First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense

Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah Friday sent a
cable to the His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah congratulating him on the
occasion of Eid Al-Adha.Sheikh Nasser in the cable said
that it is an honor to mark this occasion on behalf of the
Defense Ministry and its employees congratulating him
on this blessed occasion. Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad
also send cables to His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah congratulating them on Eid Al-Adha. 

In the meantime, Deputy Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah sent cables
to His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to congrat-
ulate them on Eid Al-Adha. According to a statement by
the Interior Ministry, Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah also sent
congratulatory cables to National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem, Kuwait National Guard Chief His
Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Salem Al-Sabah,
Deputy Commander of Kuwait National Guard Sheikh
Meshaal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah. The interior minister also sent similar cables
to First Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister
Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, and Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. — KUNA
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Eid Al-Adha is an important holiday of
the Islamic calendar along with Eid Al-
Fitr (the end of the holy month of

Ramadan). Eid Al-Adha marks the climax of
the annual hajj pilgrimage to Makkah in
Saudi Arabia. Twenty Arab countries will
celebrate Eid Al-Adha today, but three
countries announced the first day of Eid will
be tomorrow! These differences raise ques-
tions among the public for the reasons that
prevent all Muslims from agreeing on a spe-
cific day for religious holidays, whether it’s
Ramadan or the pilgrimage season, and
whether political and sectarian tensions have
a role in this dispute.

I think it is becoming very common to
witness such differences in the Arab world,
but Kuwait usually follows Saudi Arabia on
religious events. I really believe it is for the
best interest of everyone to avoid creating
unnecessary disputes and confusion among
people. 

Eid Al-Adha is the second of two Islamic
holidays celebrated worldwide each year,
and Muslims around the world observe this
event as a celebration of the pilgrimages.
The local greetings on this day are Eid
Mubarak or Eid Saeed, used to convey best
wishes. This holiday is a good time for many
families to visit relatives and donate money
to the poor. 

Eid Al-Adha this year falls during the
summer holidays, creating a valuable oppor-
tunity to combine the two holidays in a
touristic atmosphere. Many people have tak-
en the week off to travel, while some will
stay at home to avoid the heat and others
will head to the beach. In all cases, these
days are the right time for relaxation and
enjoying quality time with friends and family.

The ways of celebrating Eid Al-Adha may
differ between nations - however, joy and
goodness itself does not change, and
increases during these times. It is interesting
that almost all Arab countries agree on the
importance of food - especially sweets and
sacrifice, which is part of religious rituals.

Another important and humanitarian
aspect is that there are many poor workers
who feel happy on such occasions, so I hope
people share the joy by giving them a little
money in charity. It is undoubtedly a beauti-
ful thing to do on these days. This holiday is
an opportunity to reform oneself and feel
grateful for all the blessings we have in life.

I wish everyone a happy holiday and Eid
Saeed!

Happy Eid Al-Adha

Muna@kuwaittimes.net  

By Muna Al-Fuzai 

local spotlight

Amir, Crown Prince receive
congratulations on Eid Al-Adha

Ministers 
congratulate

political 
leadership

Sheikh Nawaf receives call from Abu Dhabi Crown Prince

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

Tala Al-Muhtaseb Ahmad HassanMostafa Mahmoud Salem

NBK first in 
Kuwait to launch
year-round
cash delivery
KUWAIT: The National Bank of Kuwait is dedicated
to providing unique services to its customers, and has
signed a one-year partnership with Peacock Concierge
to provide its Private, Privilege and Thahabi Banking
customers an exclusive range of concierge services in
Kuwait and around the world, offering them comfort
and convenience in their everyday lives. The Services
will be launched starting September 1, 2019. Through
the partnership, NBK introduces for the first time in
Kuwait round the Year Cash delivery services inside of
Kuwait exclusively to Private and Privilege Banking
Customers.

Other than the Cash Delivery Service, there is a suite
of services that range from personal assistant, travel
and restaurants reservations, government paperwork
services, visa services, airport pick-up and drop, bag-
gage home delivery, payment of school tuition fees, lim-
ousine with driver services and road assistance exclu-
sively to Private, Privilege and Thahabi Banking
Customers. 

Commenting on the new partnership, General
Manager of Consumer Banking Group, National Bank
of Kuwait, Mohammad Al-Othman, said: “We are well
aware of the needs of our customers as we ensure that
our products and services add value and more to their
banking experience. We are focused on providing them
with unique and exceptional services that align with
their lifestyles, giving them access to personal assis-
tance that eases the load of their daily requirements
through the partnership with Peacock Concierge which
will offer them many advantages.”

Othman added: “We aim at NBK to be at the fore-
front of providing exclusive banking services to our

customers, enabling us to maintain our leadership posi-
tion in Kuwait’s banking sector and in all divisions.”
Othman affirmed NBK’s commitment to providing
advanced and innovative products and services that
meet the lifestyle of each customer segment.

Meanwhile, Hasan Al-Suwaidi CEO of Peacock
Concierge, said: “We are pleased to be partnering with
NBK as we ensure that its customers receive an excep-
tional level of services that provide ease and conven-
ience thanks to a team that is renowned for its expert-
ise in providing assistance to every customer.”

Suwaidi added that Peacock Concierge has been
providing world-class services since its establishment
in Kuwait in 2011, supported by a network of trusted
partners. The Company aims to deliver unprecedented
features and advantages in the field of concierge serv-
ices and lifestyle management.

NBK is committed to offering its customers with
added value and many benefits through its partner-
ships, ensuring they meet their aspirations and provide
them with the highest standards of comfort, luxury and
convenience.

General Consulate
in Shanghai within
Kuwaiti-Chinese
interest
BEIJING: Establishing a
General Consulate in the
city of Shanghai will be
within the interest of
Kuwait and China, a
Kuwaiti diplomat said on
Friday. Kuwait’s
Ambassador to China
Sameh Hayat said that a
team from the Kuwaiti
Foreign Ministry would be
heading to Shanghai this
week to review measures
to establish the consulate. Shanghai is the economic
capital city of China and important component of the
belt and road initiative; therefore, Kuwait is keen on
establishing a consulate there, said the Ambassador.
Ambassador Hayat said that China and Kuwait had
expanded their relations in recent years especially
after the last visit by His Highness the Amir of Kuwait
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah in 2018,
which in turn require a heightened diplomatic pres-
ence for Kuwait in the country. Establishing a con-
sulate in Shanghai will add to the diplomatic pres-
ence in China after consulates in Hong Kong and
Quanzhou as well as the embassy in Beijing, indicated
the diplomat who noted that this was befitting of the
50 years of diplomatic relations between China and
Kuwait. The General Consulate in Shanghai is
expected to open next month and will be led by
General Consul Meshal Al-Shemali. — KUNA
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