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DAY TWO
Morning
Wake up early while all the other tourists are still mak-

ing their way down to the breakfast buffet and visit the
Ancient Town with its ochre-colored walls bathed in early
morning light. Bring your camera because it’ll be the only
time you won’t have dozens of people in your frame. The
Hoi An Market will be bustling with locals, and the small
boats ferrying shoppers over the river make for spectac-
ular photos. After a bowl of mi quang noodle soup, explore
one of the nearby single-craft villages specializing in
woodworking or pottery. While accessible via a short
drive, a boat cruise makes for a more memorable experi-
ence, with bonus views of fishers deftly casting their tra-
ditional circular nets.

Afternoon
Time to pick up the clothes you had made and perhaps a few

gifts for friends back home. Most of the kitsch souvenirs are ac-
tually made in China, so you’ll get better value (sentimental and
otherwise) from products handmade in Hoi An. Reaching Out
has beautiful homewares handmade on-site by people with dis-
abilities, or watch as a silversmith crafts a personal memento for
you at Silver Lanterns (120 Nguyen Thai Hoc). Ties are another
good deal, as the tailors often fashion bits of leftover fabric into
ties for less than US$5. As you’re shopping, use up the rest of
your entrance ticket. The well-preserved Quan Thang House
with its original wooden beams and beautiful furniture inlaid
with mother-of-pearl is worth a visit, and there’s even a tiny
eatery at the very back where you can watch staff make shrimp
dumplings by hand, known as ‘White Rose’.

Evening
You can’t leave Hoi An without trying one of its amazing spe-

cialties: chicken and rice or cao lau, available at posh restaurants
and streetside stalls. The chicken and rice gets its intense flavor
from using every part of the chicken, from the chicken broth to
boil the rice, to the innards being made into a gravy, to the chewy
strips of chicken itself. Broad cao lau noodles get their distinctive
texture from soaking in lye water only available in Hoi An, which
means you’ll likely not find it anywhere else in Vietnam. Grab a
seat by the window at one of Hoi An Roastery’s seven locations
throughout the Ancient Town and enjoy an after-dinner coffee
while people watching, or join the town’s expats at the wrap-
around veranda of Mia Coffee, known for its delectable desserts,
on a quiet side street lined with galleries and boutiques just be-
yond the Hoi An Market. — (www.lonelyplanet.com) 


