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SRINAGAR: Pakistan halted its main train serv-
ice to India yesterday and banned Indian films
as it kept up the diplomatic pressure on New
Delhi for revoking the special status of Kashmir,
the region at the heart of 70 years of hostility
between them. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
government this week withdrew Muslim major-
ity Jammu and Kashmir’s right to frame its own
laws and allowed people from outside the region
to buy property there in a bid to tighten its grip
over the contested region. 

Kashmir remained under a communications
blackout yesterday with mobile networks and
internet services suspended and at least 300
politicians and separatists in detention to pre-
vent protests, according to police, media and
political leaders. Kashmir’s leaders have warned
of a backlash and Pakistan, which also lays
claims to the territory, vowed to fight for the
rights of people living there. 

“Pakistan is looking at political, diplomatic
and legal options,” foreign minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi told a news conference in Is-
lamabad, though he ruled out a new military
conflict. “We’re not looking at the military op-
tion. We’re not,” he said. The nuclear rivals have
twice gone to war over Kashmir and fought an
aerial duel in February.

India said changing the status of Kashmir was
an internal affair and aimed at developing the re-
gion. It urged Pakistan to reconsider its decision
to downgrade diplomatic ties, striking a concil-
iatory tone. “The Government of India regrets
the steps announced by Pakistan yesterday and
would urge that country to review them so that
normal channels for diplomatic communications
are preserved,” the foreign ministry said. Islam-

abad said on Wednesday it would expel India’s
ambassador to Pakistan and its envoy, who was
to start his assignment soon, would not move to
New Delhi.

Modi’s Hindu nationalist led government,
which has long campaigned for an end to Kash-
mir’s special status, said it would split the state
into two federal territories that the region’s lead-
ers labeled a further humiliation. Thousands of
paramilitary police have been deployed in Kash-
mir’s largest city, Srinagar, schools shut and
roads and neighborhoods barricaded. There
have been sporadic protests, two police officers
said, speaking on condition of anonymity. At
least 13 people have been injured in stone-
throwing protests across the city since Tuesday
night, one officer said.

Srinagar’s old quarter was locked down on
Wednesday evening, with policemen in riot gear
deployed every few meters, and barbed-wire
checkpoints every few hundred meters. Near the
Jama Masjid, which has long been the centre of
protests in Srinagar, bricks and rocks from re-
cent stone pelting incidents were strewn in at
least three locations. A witness said that there
had also been stone-throwing in the Bemina area
in northwest Srinagar, where some roads had
been blocked by poles and boulders. “There is a
lot of anger among the people,” one of the police
officials said.

Kashmiris see Modi’s decision to withdraw
the special status as a breach of trust and open-
ing the way to flooding their region with peo-
ple from the rest of India, eventually altering
the demographics of the territory. Already
tens of thousands of people have died in the
armed revolt to secede from India that

erupted in 1989 and has ebbed and flowed
since then. Two leaders from the National
Conference, a major regional party, said at
least 100 politicians - including former state
ministers and legislators - had been detained.
They did not want to be named because of the
sensitivity of the information.

Mirwaiz Omar Farooq, chairman of the Hur-
riyat Conference, an umbrella group of non-vi-

olent separatists, has been detained at his home,
a statement from his office said. Pakistani Nobel
Peace Prize winner, Malala Yousafzai, called for
a peaceful resolution to the conflict in Kashmir.
“Whatever disagreements we may have, we
must always defend human rights, prioritize the
safety of children and women and focus on
peacefully resolve the seven-decade-old conflict
in Kashmir,” she said on Twitter. — Reuters
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Indian men see new 
policy as chance to 
marry Kashmiris
NEW DELHI: Women’s rights advocates have
slammed a torrent of online posts by men from
across India who expressed enthusiasm about
marrying women from Kashmir after the sudden
removal of special rights in the disputed region
made it more appealing to do so. Until this week,
residents of Jammu and Kashmir, whose popu-
lation is majority Muslim, had exclusive rights to
property and state government jobs, among
other privileges, though women marrying non-
residents stood to lose those benefits. But the
constitutional changes put residents and people
from elsewhere in India on equal legal footing.

Many women and women’s rights activists
condemned the online comments that welcomed
the changes for making it easier to marry Kash-
miris. “It’s deeply sexist,” said Rituparna Chat-
terjee, an independent journalist and activist who
runs the Twitter handle @indiametoo handle that
spotlights the stories of survivors of sexual ha-

rassment. “Women’s bodies have been battle-
grounds for men for centuries. The latest com-
ments on Kashmiri women are only testimony to
this fact.”

Supporters of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and his Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata party
had flooded social media with jubilant posts
after the change. And many men among them
took to Twitter and the video platform Tiktok to
say it eased the way to marry Kashmiris. “Con-
grats India, now unmarried boys can marry these
smart girls from Kashmir after 370 removal,”
said one, referring to the constitutional provi-
sion. Another said, “Every Indian boy’s dream
right now: 1. Plot in Kashmir 2. Job in Kashmir 3.
Marriage with Kashmiri girl.”

Adding to those voices on Wednesday was a
BJP lawmaker, Vikram Saini, seen urging party
workers to marry “Kashmiri girls” in a video clip.
“We can get the bachelors among our party
workers married there now, there is no problem,”
Saini, standing in front of a Modi poster at a rally
in northern India, added. “Our Muslim party
workers should be happy, now they can go and
marry fair-skinned Kashmiri girls.” When con-
tacted on Thursday, Saini told Reuters he had
said nothing wrong and meant no disrespect to
women, adding, “If I said something jovially, it
should not be taken in a bad light.” — Reuters

Pakistan ex-PM’s
daughter arrested 
amid crackdown
ISLAMABAD: Pakistani anti-corruption offi-
cials arrested opposition leader and daughter
of former Pakistani prime minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif yesterday, one of the most high-
profile arrests in a crackdown on alleged graft.
Sharif is the latest member of her family to be
targeted under the government of Imran
Khan, who swept to victory last year.

Her father Nawaz Sharif, who served as
prime minister three times, was sentenced
in 2018 to seven years in jail for corruption.
Her uncle, former Punjab chief minister
Shahbaz Sharif, has also faced investigation,
along with other relatives.  Her detention
sparked a walk out by opposition legisla-
tors at the country’s parliament yesterday.
“Today in this new Pakistan, Miss Maryam
Nawaz has been arrested without any con-

viction so I am walking out of this house,”
announced Bilawal Bhutto, chairman of the
Pakistan Peoples Party, during an address
to parliament. 

Sharif’s arrest in the eastern city of La-
hore comes just a day after authorities took
former finance minister and Sharif family
loyalist Miftah Ismail into custody on graft
charges. Last month, former prime minister
Shadhid Khaqan Abbasi and former presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari were also arrested.
Corruption is widely entrenched in Pak-
istan, with politicians regularly accused of
misusing or stealing public funds and
whisking the money out of the country. 

Prime Minister Imran Khan was elected
after running a fiery campaign against graft,
but has also been accused of persecuting
his political adversaries rather than launch-
ing wide-ranging reforms. Since taking of-
fice, Khan has struggled to stabilize
Pakistan’s sinking economy beset by soar-
ing inflation, a depreciating rupee, and bal-
looning deficits. He now faces the difficult
task of confronting arch-rival India, after
Dehli unilaterally revoked Kashmir’s special
status earlier this week. — AFP 

KARACHI: Women supporters of the Pakistani political and Islamic party Jammat-e-Islami (JI) raise
their hands during an anti-Indian protest rally in Karachi yesterday. — AFP


