
JOHANNESBURG: South African President Cyril Ramaphosa
won a court case against the anti-corruption watchdog yesterday
over a matter concerning ally Pravin Gordhan, ahead of a fresh
battle over findings against the president himself. A high court
judge found that Ramaphosa had acted reasonably in not imme-
diately disciplining Gordhan, the public enterprises minister, over
a decision regarding the retirement of a tax official in 2010. Yes-
terday’s ruling was the third high-profile court defeat for Public
Protector Busisiwe Mkhwebane in as many weeks, potentially un-
dermining the credibility of her investigations, including one into
Ramaphosa.

Ramaphosa secured an “interdict” from the court, meaning he
does not have to implement disciplinary action against Gordhan
while Gordhan appeals against the finding by Mkhwebane. By tar-
geting Ramaphosa and Gordhan, the president’s supporters say,
Mkhwebane is acting as a proxy for a faction in the ruling African
National Congress party that is aligned with former president
Jacob Zuma and opposes Ramaphosa’s agenda. Mkhwebane de-

nies playing politics, saying she is simply holding senior officials
to account.

Last week another ruling also spared Gordhan from discipli-
nary action while he appeals a different finding against him by
Mkhwebane. Yesterday the judge criticized Mkhwebane for again
pushing for Gordhan to be disciplined before his appeal against
the public protector’s findings could be heard. “It is mind-bog-
gling why, in this matter, the public protector did not even consent
to at least ... have the remedial action stayed, pending finalisation
of the review application,” judge Letty Molopa-Sethosa said in
delivering her ruling.

The Public Protector’s Head of Legal, Alfred Mhlongo, said the
watchdog would consider the ruling and its options. “The Presi-
dent of the Republic of South Africa owes an indispensible con-
stitutional obligation to not only support but to also protect the
independence, the dignity and the integrity of the Office of the
Public Protector,” he told state broadcaster SABC. Mkhwebane
found in a separate investigation that Ramaphosa deliberately

misled parliament over a 2017 donation to his campaign to lead
the governing African National Congress party.

Ramaphosa has said he will urgently challenge the finding,
which he says is flawed. But it is still a headache for a president
who has staked his reputation on cleaning up deep-rooted cor-
ruption and reviving Africa’s most developed economy. The public
protector has authority enshrined in the constitution to investigate
alleged wrongdoing by public officials and demand remedial ac-
tion, and her binding rulings can have far-reaching consequences.

Calls for Mkhwebane’s removal-which can only be done by
parliament-have gained momentum after the country’s top court
ruled last month that her investigation methods were flawed and
that she had been dishonest during litigation. A South African
parliamentary committee will discuss a request to look into
Mkhwebane’s fitness to hold office, probably in early Septem-
ber. Police said on Wednesday they were investigating allega-
tions against Mkhwebane of perjury and defeating the ends of
justice. — Reuters
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Myanmar floods
force thousands
from homes
SHWEGYIN: Raging floods across Myanmar
have forced tens of thousands of people from
their homes in recent weeks, officials said yes-
terday, as monsoon rains pummel the nation.
Aerial images from Shwegyin township in Bago
region showed how the area had become a vast
lake of water. Only the rooftops could be seen
of many homes lining the Sittaung river.

Emergency services have been helping
bring people to dry ground, many seeking
shelter in local monasteries. Others waded

through waist-deep floodwaters or rowed on
wooden boats with pets and any belongings
they could take with them. Than Aye, 42, who
has diabetes and is partially-sighted, struggled
to escape the deluge. “I could not do anything
when the flooding started but then the fire
service came to rescue me by boat,” he told
AFP from the safety of the monastery that has
been his home for the last five days.

The most severe flooding is currently in
eastern Bago region and Mon and Karen
states, according to the social welfare ministry.
“There are currently over 30,000 people
(across the country) displaced by floods,” said
director general of disaster management Ko
Ko Naing. UN’s Office for Coordinated Hu-
manitarian Affairs (OCHA) estimates around
89,000 people have been displaced in recent
weeks, although many have since been able to
return home. — AFP 

SHWEGYIN, Myanmar: Houses submerged in floodwaters are seen in Shwegyin township, Bago
Region yesterday. —AFP 
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Child labor 
cartoon? Brazil
turns to TV to shed
light on slavery
RIO DE JANEIRO: From a cartoon about child
workers to an HBO mini series, Brazil is turning to
television and social media to shed light on mod-
ern slavery and change attitudes through enter-
tainment. Prosecutors and judges are spending
funds - seized from those who profit from modern
slavery - on documentaries and movies in a drive
to spark debate, engage with more people and
bring to life the reality of slave labor in Brazil.

“Public opinion is fundamental,” said prosecu-
tor Luiz Carlos Fabre, who brokered a deal be-
tween a production company and the Labor
Prosecutor’s Office to part fund a series about
slave labor for a major regional broadcaster, HBO
Latin America. “These issues need to be in the
spotlight always,” said Fabre, whose office pro-
vided about R$200,000 ($53,100) for the upcom-
ing series, which has yet to be given a release date.

With more than 40 million people enslaved
worldwide, the entertainment industry has made
a host of documentaries and films that explore life
as a modern slave. But it is unorthodox for a gov-
ernment to commission content and detractors
question the value of funding entertainment to
educate. Under Brazilian law, civil fines for labor
violations and court convictions relating to public
issues should be awarded to the victims or spent
on helping the affected community. Prosecutors
and judges decide how to spend the funds, and
have committed tens of thousands of dollars in re-
cent years to anti-slavery screenplays.

A short cartoon on the dangers of child labor
was screened last month at a fair in Juina, a small
city in Mato Grosso state - a region where pros-
ecutors say child workers are not seen as a prob-
lem by the public. It was also shared across social
media. “We heard people say: better (for a child)
to be working, than on the streets doing nothing,”
said prosecutor Ludmila Pereira Araujo, so she

used R$92,000 ($23,256) in labor fines to pro-
duce the cartoon, adapted from a comic book se-
ries. “We made it to try and reach younger people
that use social media heavily,” Araujo said.

Money no object
Money gained through fines and court convic-

tions has been used by prosecutors and judges to
build hospital wings and immigrant centers, buy
equipment for labor inspectors, and fund social
enterprises that aim to do business and do good.

Yet a lack of spending guidelines worries some
civil servants. Jonatas Andrade, a judge with more
than a decade of experience working in the state
of Para, said he felt more and more uneasy as the
stash of money he managed kept growing. “It
would be pretentious on my part ... to presume to
know where to best spend it,” said Andrade, who
consults with state officials and anti-slavery cam-
paigners on how to use the money.

In 2015, he allocated R$1 million ($252,786) to
fund the film “Pureza” - a real-life account of anti-
slavery activist Pureza Lopes, who travelled Brazil
in search of her son after learning that he had
been enslaved on a farm in the rainforest. The
movie will be shown at international film festivals
and in Brazilian cinemas over the next two years,
according to Andrade, who said he hoped it
would raise awareness.

In Brazil - whose government has rescued
more than 53,000 people in slave-like conditions
since 1995 - slavery is defined as forced labor, and
also includes debt bondage, degrading work con-
ditions and long hours that pose a health risk to
workers. President Jair Bolsonaro, who took office
on a populist campaign targeting the opposition’s
corruption and economic ineptitude, last month
criticized Brazil’s labor laws and said the definition
of slave labour “terrorized” bosses.

Screenplays with a message can be ineffec-
tual without good planning and appropriate
screenings, be it in schools, labor unions or re-
gions rife with slavery, said Fred Lucio of ESPM
Social, a consultancy promoting corporate social
responsibility. Otherwise, the film might win
awards but touch nobody. “Many times the gov-
ernment gives money...and has no further in-
volvement,” said Lucio. “Then it’s just throwing
public funds to waste.” — Reuters


