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LONDON: Global meat consumption must fall to
curb global warming, reduce growing strains on
land and water and improve food security, health
and biodiversity, a United Nations report on the
effects of climate change concluded. Although the
report stopped short of explicitly advocating
going meat free, it called for big changes to farm-
ing and eating habits to limit the impact of popu-
lation growth and changing consumption patterns
on stretched land and water resources.

Plant-based foods and sustainable animal-
sourced food could free up several million square
kilometers of land by 2050 and cut 0.7-8.0 giga-
tons a year of carbon dioxide equivalent, the UN’s
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) said. “There are certain kinds of diets that
have a lower carbon footprint and put less pres-
sure on land,” Jim Skea, professor at London’s Im-
perial College, said on Thursday.

The IPCC met this week in Geneva, Switzer-
land to finalize its report which should help to
guide governments meeting this year in Chile on
ways to implement the 2015 Paris Agreement. “The
IPCC does not recommend people’s diets ... Di-
etary choices are very often shaped or influenced
by local production practices and cultural habits,”
Skea, who is one of the report’s authors, told re-
porters in Geneva.

Land can be both a source and sink of carbon
dioxide, the main greenhouse gas blamed for
global warming, and better land management can
help to tackle climate change, the IPCC said. But
it is not the only solution and cutting emissions

from all sectors is essential to quickly curtail global
warming. “The window for making these changes
is closing fast. If there is further delay in reducing
emissions, we will miss the opportunity to suc-
cessfully manage the climate change transition in
the land sector,” it said.

Since the pre-industrial era, land surface air
temperature has risen by 1.53 degrees Celsius,
twice as much as the global average temperature
(0.87C), causing more heatwaves, droughts and
heavy rain, as well as land degradation and deser-
tification. Human use directly affects more than
70% of the global, ice-free land surface and agri-
culture accounts for 70% of freshwater use, the
IPCC added in the report.

Agriculture, forestry and other land use activ-
ities accounted for 23% of total net man-made
greenhouse gas emissions during 2007-2016.
When pre- and post-production activity in the
food system are included, that rises to up to 37%.
Last year the IPCC’s first special report warned
that keeping the Earth’s temperature rise to 1.5 de-
grees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit), rather than
the 2C target agreed under the Paris accord, re-
quired rapid change across society.

Food security
The IPCC warned of more disruption to global

food chains as extreme weather becomes more
frequent due to climate change and said environ-
mental costs should be factored into food. It proj-
ects a median increase of 7.6% in cereal prices by
2050, meaning higher food prices and an in-

creased risk of hunger. While an estimated 821 mil-
lion people are undernourished, changing con-
sumption habits have already contributed to about
2 billion adults being overweight or obese. Per
capita supply of vegetable oils and meat has more
than doubled based on data since 1961 but 25-
30% of total food produced is still lost or wasted.
Yields of crops such as maize and wheat have de-
clined in some regions, while those of maize, wheat
and sugar beets have increased in others in recent

decades. While forests can soak up heat-trapping
gases from the atmosphere, desertification and de-
forestation can amplify warming due to the loss of
vegetation cover and soil erosion. Measures to cut
emissions, such as the production of biofuels,
biochar - made from biomass - as well as planting
trees, will also increase demand for land conver-
sion. Reducing deforestation and forest degrada-
tion could result in a reduction of 0.4-5.8 gigatons
of CO2 equivalent, the report said. — AFP

UN flags need to cut meat to 
curb global warming impact 

Climate change will exacerbate food security risks 

Congo’s bread 
basket struggles 
to recover from 
conflict
MINDOULI: “The trains are running again.
We have peace,” says Didier, the station
master at Mindouli, in the Republic of
Congo’s southern region of Pool. But a glance
at the weeds growing on the line connecting
the capital Brazzaville and the port city of
Pointe-Noire shows that traffic - to put it
gently - is not huge. Outside the station, a
war-battered relic of French colonial times, a
few plucky hawkers have set up stalls in the
hope of snaring a little cash.

More than two years after a brutal civil
conflict in Pool, the second in 20 years, was
settled, Congo’s key agricultural region re-
mains deeply depressed. The so-called Pool
War erupted in April 2016, pitting the forces
of President Denis Sassou Nguesso against
the troops of Frederic Bintsamou, a Protes-
tant clergyman and leader of a rebel group
called the Ninjas. A ceasefire ended the con-

flict in December 2017 - but it took until No-
vember 2018 for traffic to resume on the
Congo-Ocean Railway. 

Even today, there are no passenger trains
and a new Chinese-built highway siphons off
much of the meager trade. “On average, we
have five trains a day,” says Didier. “Before, we
used to have three times as many.” The track
is old, the rolling stock decrepit and out of the
first seven months of this year, workers went
unpaid for four, employees say. The state’s cof-
fers are empty.  The government, run by Sas-
sou Nguesso for 35 years, has debts of $9.5
billion, nearly a third of which is owed to state
enterprises and private firms. In July, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) gave Congo a
three-year loan of nearly $450 million after
revenues from oil, the country’s main currency
earner, crashed. Congo, with a population of
4.6 million, has a poverty rate of 43 percent,
according to the UN Development Program
(UNDP). The country ranks a lowly 135th out
of 188 nations rated in terms of human devel-
opment, and life expectancy is a mere 62.9
years, compared to 80.9 years in the EU. 

The name of the Pool department derives
from Stanley Pool, which the 19th-century
European colonialist Henry Stanley named
after himself. It comes from a lake-like
broadening of the mighty Congo River in its
lower reaches. — AFP

From reformer to 
hardliner: Putin’s 
20 years on the 
global stage
MOSCOW: Twenty years ago, Russian presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin appointed his fourth prime
minister in less than 18 months: Vladimir Putin,
then a relatively unknown security services chief
with scant experience of politics. The departing
Yeltsin was casting around for a successor and
few could have predicted that two decades later
Putin would still be ruling Russia, having taken
on a dominant role in world affairs.

But the anniversary comes at a time of un-
certainty in the leader’s reign. Putin’s approval
ratings remain at a level most Western leaders
would envy but they have taken a hit from a
stalling economy and declining living stan-
dards. A protest movement in Moscow has
meanwhile seen thousands arrested in recent
weeks - the largest crackdown since a wave of
demonstrations against Putin returning to the
Kremlin in 2012 after another spell as prime
minister.

The 66-year-old is meanwhile facing a suc-
cession drama of his own. This is his last term
in office according to the Russian constitution

but — after stamping out the competition and
taking control of most of the media - there is
no obvious figure to replace him. Analysts say
it is unlikely that Russia’s longest-serving
leader since Joseph Stalin will give up power
completely when his current term ends in 2024.

Putin the liberal 
The picture was very different when Putin

won his first presidential election following
Yeltsin’s early resignation on New Year’s Eve,
2000. “Russia, despite its poverty and prob-
lems with criminality, was still a democratic,
liberal country,” said prominent journalist
Nikolai Svanidze, who often interviewed Putin
at the start of his time in the Kremlin. 

“After 20 years in power, he’s not limited in
any way - he’s practically a sultan,” Svanidze
said. Political analyst Konstantin Kalachev said
Putin started out as a liberal who was ready to
work with the West but over time took a more
conservative and hostile stance.  “Until the
mid-2000s there was a political life in the
country and elections were competitive,”
Kalachev said.  After the 2004 Orange Rev-
olution in Ukraine, which the Kremlin be-
lieved was backed by foreign governments to
reduce Russia’s influence in its Soviet-era
satellite, Putin’s attitude changed. The West’s
dismissive attitude towards Russia as well as
its interventions in Iraq, Libya and elsewhere
further disillusioned Putin, Kalachev said. “I
believe his disappointment... was the trigger
in this evolution” towards a harder line, the
analyst said. — AFP

GENEVA: Greenpeace activists hold a banner reading ‘less meat : less heat, climate action
now’, during a protest prior to the publication by The UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change (IPCC) of a special report on climate change and land yesterday. — AFP


