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GAZA: Ali usually marks the Muslim holiday of
Eid Al-Adha with his family in the Gaza Strip by
sacrificing a sheep, a customary annual ritual for
those who can spare the cost. But this year the
49-year-old police officer says he cannot afford
to buy an animal for the “feast of the sacrifice”
holiday, which begins next week, after the Pales-
tinian Authority halved his salary five months ago.

“I have slaughtered a sheep every year ... but
this year there is no way I can. I am ashamed,”
said the father of five, who declined to give his
last name. Gaza has suffered under years of
blockade by Israel and Egypt, which cite secu-
rity concerns for restrictions the World Bank
says have severely damaged its economy. Nearly
80 percent of the enclave’s 2 million residents
rely on some form of aid and over half are un-
employed.

Ali said that in March, the PA cut his monthly
salary in half, leaving him with of 1,500 shekels
($431). A sheep costs around $500. The PA,
which exercises limited self-rule in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank, still has some 25,000
Gazan civil servants on payroll despite a
decade-long feud with rival Hamas which has
left the Islamist group in control of the coastal
territory.

Many PA employees across Gaza and the
West Bank had their salaries slashed in March
amid a dispute with Israel over payments it

makes to the families of Palestinians in Israeli
jails. Israel says the payments fan Palestinian vi-
olence, and in February it removed the portion
the PA designates for prisoners’ families from
taxes it transfers monthly to the body under in-
terim peace accords.

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has
refused to accept partial transfers, saying the PA
is entitled to the entire sum of around 700 mil-
lion ($197 million) shekels, over half its budget.
The mounting fiscal pressures have squeezed
the Palestinians’ $13 billion economy. The cuts
have put a particular strain on Gaza, where civil
servants had already been hit by earlier salary
cuts Abbas imposed in 2017 to isolate Hamas.

“I used to offer a sacrifice every year but this
year there is no money,” said Hassan An-Najjar,
an unemployed father of six. He says the cost of
a sheep would run out the $500 in welfare he
receives quarterly from the PA. “I am looking for
someone who can sell me a sheep and divide the
cost into three or four payments,” An-Najjar, 58,
said. The median monthly wage in the Strip is
around $330, according to the Palestine Eco-
nomic Policy Research Institute.

The territory’s livestock breeders and farmers
say they are desperate for customers ahead of
the Islamic holiday, which commemorates God’s
testing of Abraham’s faith by commanding him
to sacrifice his son. “This year I brought only 40

cows and so far I haven’t even sold half of them,”
said Gaza farmer Mohammad Al-Balawi. He says
he normally sells 500 each year to people who

may also split the animal’s 9,000 ($2,600) shekel
price. “I have not seen a year as bad as this in
my life,” he said. — Reuters
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Too many modern 
slaves left in limbo
LONDON: Britain must improve its handling
of thousands of suspected modern slaves
whose lives are “on hold” as they wait to learn
if they will be recognized as victims and
granted extra support, the country’s new in-
dependent anti-slavery commissioner said. A
record 7,000 possible slavery victims were
identified last year - up a third on 2017 - yet
worsening delays in the system that judges
their cases are concerning, said Sara Thorn-
ton, who took up the post in May after the in-
augural tsar quit last year.

People who say they have been enslaved
enter the National Referral Mechanism
(NRM) and access care, from housing and
healthcare to legal aid, while the government
considers their claim. The process can take
from six weeks to several years. As of March
this year, more than 2,200 people had been
waiting at least a year for a decision, the latest
official data shows. If positive, this leads to ad-
ditional support and can increase the likeli-
hood of being allowed to remain in Britain.

“We want to give people confidence in the
system - to say to them, ‘we’ll treat you as a
victim and give you support’,” Thornton, for-
merly head of the National Police Chiefs’
Council (NPCC), told the Thomson Reuters

Foundation in an interview. “(But) decisions
are taking longer, there are more people in the
system ... it is not good for survivors. Lives are
on hold, there is a sense of uncertainty. It is
hugely unsettling if you are trying to do ther-
apeutic work and counseling with someone.”

The Home Office (interior ministry) in 2017
announced a raft of reforms to the NRM, from
extra shelter and support to an overhaul of
decision-making and review processes. Yet a
45-day limit of “move-on support” for recog-
nized victims was challenged in court last
month, leading the Home Office to promise
unlimited help based on individual needs. “The
test will be how effectively the changes are
implemented,” Thornton said. “For survivors,
what matters is that there is sound decision-
making, and that is timely.”

Britain is seen as a world leader in the anti-
slavery drive, but is considering the findings
of a government-ordered review of its land-
mark 2015 Modern Slavery Act amid criticism
it has not been used fully to tackle the crime
and support survivors. A requirement for big
companies to outline their anti-slavery efforts
has been questioned due to a lack of penalties,
and Thornton called for firms who flout the
law to face action such as fines, court sum-
mons and director disqualifications.

“Civil sanctions is something we need to
move towards,” Thornton said. “If you are sit-
ting on the board of a big company and don’t
get GDPR (General Data Protection Regula-
tion) right, or health and safety right, then
there are big sanctions.” — Reuters

Manhunt after 
Israeli off-duty
soldier killed 
MIGDAL OZ: An off-duty Israeli soldier was found
dead with stab wounds near a Jewish settlement in
the occupied West Bank yesterday in what Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu called a “terrorist”
attack, sparking a manhunt. Details were still
emerging of the killing, but it risked raising Israeli-
Palestinian tensions weeks ahead of September 17
Israeli polls. It occurred between Bethlehem and
the flashpoint city of Hebron in the West Bank.

“Today in the early morning hours, a soldier’s
body was found with stabbing marks on it adja-
cent to a (Jewish) community north of Hebron,”
the Israeli army said in a statement. It later de-
scribed it as a “terror attack” and identified the
man killed as Dvir Sorek, 19. An army spokes-
woman said he was not in uniform at the time.
Troops, police and the Shin Bet intelligence
agency were searching the area, notably the
nearby Palestinian town of Beij Fajjar.

The army said it had sent reinforcements to
the West Bank. Netanyahu called it “a serious
stabbing attack.” “Security forces are now in
pursuit to capture the lowly terrorist and settle
accounts with him,” he said in a statement. Later
in a visit to the Israeli settlement of Beit El near
Ramallah in the West Bank, Netanyahu again
spoke of the attack and pledged more settlement
building. The newly drafted soldier was a student

at a yeshiva-or Jewish seminary-in the settlement
of Migdal Oz, near where the body was found. 

He was in a program that combined military
service with religious study, the seminary head
told Israeli public radio. “The soldier left for
Jerusalem during the afternoon to buy a gift for
his teachers,” rabbi Shlomo Wilk said. “He was
in contact half an hour before he was murdered.
He was on the bus to the yeshiva. “About 100
meters from the bus stop, before he entered the
settlement, he was murdered.” Israeli police
were blocking access to the area around where
the body was found yesterday and medics were
at the scene, an AFP correspondent reported.
The body appeared to have been found around
30 to 40 meters outside the gate of the settle-
ment. In Beit Fajjar, dozens of Israeli security
personnel arrived in around 20 vehicles and
were going house-to-house while seizing secu-
rity camera footage, an AFP correspondent re-
ported. Low-level clashes broke out between
residents and the Israeli forces. Palestinian at-
tacks against Israeli security forces and settlers
occur sporadically in the West Bank, occupied
by Israel since the Six-Day War of 1967.

Such attacks, and the Israeli arrest raids that
follow, often stoke tensions. Yesterday’s incident
came at a sensitive time, with Israel heading to-
wards a general election on September 17. It also
occurred just ahead of the Muslim Eid al-Adha
holiday. Netanyahu is widely seen as wanting to
avoid a major flare-up in either the West Bank or
the Gaza Strip before the election, but he is likely
to face political pressure to act firmly. His main
challenger, ex-armed forces chief Benny Gantz of
the centrist Blue and White Alliance, spoke in
stark terms. — AFP

GAZA: A Palestinian child holds a pumpkin while sitting next to another on a pile of other pump-
kins at a home in Beit Lahia in the northern Gaza Strip. — AFP 


