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ADEN: Southern separatists clashed yesterday
with presidential guards in Aden, the seat of
Yemen’s government, and three people were
killed and nine injured, local officials and resi-
dents told Reuters. The violence highlighted a
rift within the Saudi-backed coalition battling
the Iran-aligned Houthi movement in a more
than four-year war that has killed tens of thou-
sands of people and pushed Yemen to the brink
of famine.

The separatists and the internationally rec-
ognized government of President Abd-Rabbu
Mansour Hadi are nominally united in their battle
against the Houthis. But they have rival agendas
for Yemen’s future, and a missile strike in Aden
last week that killed dozens of southern soldiers
raised friction between them.

Just before Wednesday’s clash, hundreds of
separatist supporters attended a funeral for
some of the southern soldiers and a prominent
commander near the hilltop presidential palace.
As the crowd chanted anti-government slogans,
shooting was exchanged with presidential
guards. Presidential guard Brigadier General
Sanad Al-Rahwa told Yemeni news outlet Mas-
dar Online that his forces had clashed with
armed groups trying to storm the presidential
palace and central bank.

After the funeral, the vice-president of the
separatist Southern Transitional Council (STC),
Hani Ali Brik, called on supporters to march on
the palace and overthrow the government, but
there was no sign such a march had begun. In-
terior Minister Ahmed al-Mayssari said the
government had so far practiced restraint to
maintain stability in Aden but was “fully

ready” to combat any actions targeting the
state’s institutions.

“We call on the Yemeni people not to re-
spond to such calls as they only aim for war and
only serve the Houthis,” he said. The United Na-
tions’ special envoy for Yemen, Martin Griffiths,
expressed concern about the flare-up in Aden.
“I am alarmed by the military escalations in Aden
today, including reports of clashes in the vicinity
of the Presidential Palace. I am also deeply con-
cerned by the recent rhetoric encouraging vio-
lence against Yemeni institutions,” he tweeted.

A senior United Arab Emirates (UAE) official,
Anwar Gargash, called for calm after the vio-
lence, which he described on Twitter as worry-
ing. He said escalation between the two sides
was not acceptable after attacks claimed by Is-
lamic State and Al-Qaeda in southern Yemen in
recent days. The UAE supports the anti-Houthi
coalition but also backs the southern separatists.
The Saudi ambassador to Yemen said the only
beneficiary of the violence was the Houthis.

President away
The southern port city of Aden is the tempo-

rary home of Hadi’s government, though he him-
self is in Saudi Arabia and the presidential palace
is largely empty apart from soldiers. Wednes-
day’s fracas came after the STC on Tuesday al-
leged that an Islamist party that is an important
ally of Hadi was complicit in last week’s killing of
the Security Belt soldiers. 

Separatist commander Brigadier General
Muneer Al-Yafee was among those who died in
the missile attack on the parade. “The people of
the south are all on the street. This is a movement

by the people that cannot be stopped, except
with the government’s downfall,” said one
mourner, Abdelhakim Tabaza.

Warplanes were seen on Wednesday flying
over Aden, where rivalries have brought vio-
lence in the past too. In January 2018, south-
ern forces took control after two days of
fighting, confining Hadi’s government to the

presidential palace. After accusing the Islamist
party Islah of involvement in yesterday’s mis-
sile attack, the STC’s Brik had on Tuesday
said: “Do not blame our people if they take to
the streets to demand the removal of this gov-
ernment from southern lands.” Islah is toler-
ated by Saudi Arabia but viewed with
suspicion by the UAE. — Reuters

BEIRUT: A prominent Lebanese daily yes-
terday appeared on newsstands with a
black front page in the second such protest
by a local paper in less than a year over the
country’s lingering political crisis.
“Lebanon,” read the cover of The Daily
Star, the country’s only English-language
newspaper. On 10 blank pages inside, it
listed a string of woes including “govern-
ment deadlock”, “pollution” “unemploy-
ment”, “illegal weapons” and “public debt”.

“Wake up before it’s too late!” it con-
cluded on its back page, with the issue’s
single picture of a cedar, the country’s na-
tional emblem. The newspaper’s Lebanon
and online editor Joseph Habboush said the
move sought to convey alarm to the ruling
class. “We wanted to deliver a warning to
the politicians and officials that the situation
has reached an alarming level,” he said.

In October last year, the country’s oldest
newspaper An-Nahar printed an entirely
blank issue to protest a political deadlock

over forming a cabinet. The government
was formed in January after an eight-month
hiatus, but the cabinet has now not met for
over a month since a shootout killed a min-
ister’s two bodyguards.

In a rare comment, the US embassy on
Wednesday warned against any inflamma-
tion of tensions over the incident in Qabr
El-Shamoun on June 30.

“The US has conveyed in clear terms
to Lebanese authorities our expectation
that they will handle this matter in a way
that achieves justice without politically
motivated inflammation of sectarian or
communal tensions,” it said. Growth in
Lebanon has plummeted in the wake of
endless political deadlocks in recent
years, compounded by the 2011 breakout
of civil war in neighboring Syria. The
country hosts 1.5 million Syrians who
have fled the conflict, often blamed in
Lebanon for putting pressure on an al-
ready struggling economy. — AFP

Damascus rejects 
Turkey-US plan 
DAMASCUS: Damascus said yesterday it
strongly rejects a proposed US-Turkish buffer
zone for northern Syria, blaming the “aggres-
sive” project on Syria’s Kurds, who gave the
proposal a guarded welcome. Turkish and US
officials agreed on Wednesday to establish a
joint operations centre to oversee the creation
of a safe zone to manage tensions between
Ankara and US-backed Kurdish forces in Syria.

No details were provided on the size or na-
ture of the safe zone, but the deal appeared to
provide some breathing room after Turkey had
threatened an imminent attack on the Kurdish
People’s Protection Units (YPG), which control
a large swathe of northern Syria.

“Syria categorically and clearly rejects the
agreement between the American and Turkish
occupiers on the establishment of a so-called
safe zone” in northern Syria, a foreign ministry
source told state news agency SANA. “Syria’s
Kurds who have accepted to become a tool in
this aggressive US-Turkish project bear a his-
torical responsibility,” the source added, urging
Kurdish groups to return to the fold. 

Turkey has already carried out two cross-
border offensives into Syria in 2016 and 2018,
the second of which saw it and allied Syrian
rebels overrun the Kurdish enclave of Afrin in
the northwest. The deployment of Turkish
troops and their proxies in Afrin has drawn ac-
cusations of a Turkish military occupation.
Damascus said the planned buffer zone further
east serves “Turkey’s expansionist ambitions,”
accusing both Ankara and Washington of vio-
lating its sovereignty.

A senior Syrian Kurdish official gave the
Turkish-US agreement a guarded welcome.
“This deal may mark the start of a new ap-
proach but we still need more details,” Aldar
Khalil said yesterday.  “We will evaluate the
agreement based on details and facts, not head-
lines.” The deal describes the planned safe zone
as a “peace corridor” that can “ensure that our
Syrian brothers will be able to return to their
country”. 

Turkey has the highest number of Syrian
refugees in the world at more than 3.6 million,
and has faced increasing pressure domestically
to speed up repatriations to peaceful parts of
Syria. While the Kurds have largely stayed out
of the conflict between various rebel groups
and the Damascus government, they have taken
advantage of the war to set up an autonomous
region in the northeast. — AFP
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ADEN: Fighters from the separatist Southern Transitional Council (STC) drive their pick up in
Aden yesterday. — AFP


