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TEHRAN: Iran’s defense minister said yester-
day that the formation of a US-led flotilla in the
Gulf would “increase insecurity” and any Is-
raeli involvement would have “disastrous con-
sequences” for the region. Tehran and
Washington have been locked in a battle of
nerves since US President Donald Trump with-
drew from a landmark 2015 nuclear deal with
Iran last year and reimposed sanctions. Ten-
sions have soared in the region, with drones
downed and tankers mysteriously attacked in
Gulf waters. Washington and its Gulf allies
have accused the Islamic republic of the tanker
attacks, which Tehran denies.

In response, the US has been seeking to
form a coalition whose mission-dubbed Oper-
ation Sentinel-it says is to guarantee freedom
of navigation in the Gulf. Britain, which already
has warships on protection duty in the Gulf
after a UK-flagged tanker was seized by Iran-
ian Revolutionary Guards, has said it will join
the planned operation. But other European
countries have kept out, for fear it might harm
European efforts to reach a negotiated settle-
ment with Iran.

“The military coalition that America is seek-
ing to form with the excuse of securing mar-
itime transport will only increase insecurity in
the region,” Defense Minister Amir Hatami said
in a conference call with counterparts from
Kuwait, Oman and Qatar. Reacting to reports
of Israeli willingness to join the coalition, he
said it would be “highly provocative and can

have disastrous consequences for the region.”
There have been reports in the Israeli media of
the country’s possible involvement although it
was not clear in what capacity.

Iran has seized three tankers in the Gulf
since last month, including the British-flagged
vessel. The ship seizures came after British
Royal Marines helped to impound a tanker car-
rying Iranian oil off the British overseas terri-
tory of Gibraltar on July 4, alleging it was
destined for EU-sanctioned Syria, an accusa-
tion Iran denies. Calling the US the main source
of tensions in the region, Hatami called on Gulf
countries to enter “constructive talks” to pro-
vide maritime security by themselves.

‘Provocative’ conference
Meanwhile, Iran yesterday hit out at Bahrain

for hosting a “provocative” conference on Gulf
maritime security and for its “anti-Iran” rheto-
ric accusing Tehran of attacking tankers in sen-
sitive waters. Bahrain said the July 31 meeting
was to discuss the “current regional situation”
and blasted “the repeated attacks and unac-
ceptable practices of Iran and the terrorist
groups linked to it”.

The tiny Gulf monarchy, which hosts the US
Fifth Fleet, did not specify who attended but
Britain’s Guardian newspaper reported the UK
had called for the meeting with other European
countries and the United States.

“Bahrain’s government should not become
the facilitator of common enemies’ wishes and

schemes in the region,” said foreign ministry
spokesman Abbas Mousavi in a statement pub-
lished on his Telegram channel. “The security of
regional countries is inseparable and it is not
possible for some to be secure at the cost of
others’ insecurity. It is expected that regional

countries prevent foreigners’ escalatory inter-
ventions by exercising prudence and foresight,”
he added. Mousavi “condemned the anti-Iran
measures taken by Bahrain’s government in-
cluding hosting suspicious and provocative
conferences,” the statement said. — Agencies 
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Land and climate: 
Problems, solutions 
inextricably linked
GENEVA: The Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change yes-
terday delivered the most comprehensive scientific overview yet
of the links between the land we live off and global warming. Here
are some key takeaways: 

Sucking Earth dry  
The report was compiled by more than 100 climate and land

use scientists, drawing on thousands of data sets. It depicts a
world ravaged by humankind’s insatiable appetite for food and
natural resources. Human activity is now imprinted on more than
70 percent of all ice-free land on Earth; agriculture uses 70 per-
cent of the planet’s freshwater. At the same time, human activity
is expanding the world’s deserts, with the area of dryland experi-
encing drought increasing around 1 percent each year. Land, with
its soil, vegetation and ability to reflect much of the Sun’s heat,
sucked up as much as 29 percent of mankind’s CO2 emissions in
the decade to 2016. But as temperatures rise across the globe,
there are fears that absorption rate will slow. Land is also a source
of greenhouse gases, with agriculture, forestry and other activities
accounting for 23 percent of total net man-made emissions.

1.5C already?  
The IPCC sprung to global attention in 2018 with its assess-

ment on how to limit global warming to 1.5C (2.6 Fahrenheit), as
aimed for in the Paris climate deal. It spelled out the need for dras-
tic greenhouse gas emissions cuts achieved partly by a near-imme-

diate fall in fossil fuel consumption. Earth’s surface has already
heated 1C since pre-industrial times, but temperatures on land rise
faster than in the ocean. Yesterday’s report suggested that compared
with the pre-industrial average, land temperatures have already risen
1.53C. It highlighted an increased risk of crop vulnerability, land
degradation and extreme weather events exacerbated by climate
change, with women, children and the elderly at most immediate risk.
It also warned that the risk of food insecurity would go from “high”
under 1.5C of warming, to “very high” under 2C.

Overweight, underfed
Between 25-30 percent of all food produced is currently lost

or wasted. This waste comes amid an epoch of vastly heightened
meat and fat consumption in wealthy nations, and indeed global
per capita food calories have increased around one third since
1961. Two billion adults are classified as overweight or obese,
while at least 820 million people go to bed hungry every night.

Trade-offs  
The report looks at ways that humanity can use land to combat

climate change. It stresses the value of maintaining and even
restoring forests to suck carbon from the atmosphere. In addition,
it runs the rule over bioenergy schemes, including as yet untested
systems that use biomass to sequester greenhouse gases, and later
get burned for energy as an alternative to fossil fuels. But the area
of land needed to keep to a 1.5-C limit varies in projections de-
pending on global consumption patterns in the decades to come. 

Even under a low-consumption trajectory, where populations
rise slower than anticipated in a less resource-intensive world, a
“high risk” of food insecurity occurs in the IPCC models at warm-
ing between 2.5-3.5C. For a world on its current consumption
path, that happens at just 1.3C. The report warns that land given
over to bioenergy at the scale required to scrub out global mis-
sions, could “increase risks for desertification, land degradation,
food security and sustainable development”. — AFP
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Flight shame! Website 
spells out emissions 
toll on global climate
NEW YORK: Getting ready to cruise in first class from New
York to Beijing? That will be 15.6 square meters of Arctic ice
down the drain, thank you. Enjoy your flight. Such statistics
detailing the environmental toll wrought by jet setting, or
even just business travel, are the stuff of a new web site,
Shameplane.com, which aims to calculate how much Arctic
sea ice melt a traveler’s flight causes.

Visited by people from 120 countries since its creation in
March, shameplane.com is spreading the Swedish-born con-
cept of “flygskam”, or “flight shame, by exposing the environ-
mental toll of just one person’s plane trip, co-creator Victor
Muller said on Wednesday. But Muller said he in fact created
the site for himself, to ease his angst over ‘flygskam,’ and never
anticipated its popularity. So far the site has seen 30,000 vis-
itors, from Kyrgyzstan to South Sudan and Martinique. “It was
just for me,” Muller, 35, who lives in Sweden’s capital Stock-
holm, told the Thomson Reuters Foundation, adding “It was
never intended to shame anyone,” despite its name.

And in fact it’s not even only about air travel. Adopting
environmentally conscious behaviors such as eschewing
meat or living car-free for a year will cut the estimate for that
New York-Beijing trip by about a fifth through emissions re-
duction, according to Shameplane. — Reuters

TEHRAN: A handout picture released by Iran’s Defense Ministry shows the missiles ‘Bal-
aban’ (left top), ‘Ghaem’ (bottom row), and ‘Yasin’ (right top) during an unveiling ceremony
in the capital Tehran. — AFP 


