
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry said it may use law 10/1979 with regards
to supervising trade in commodities and set their
prices. This comes in the aftermath of its recent
regulations to organize fish market auctions,
which helped drop prices before a reported fish-
ermen strike caused prices to soar back to their
original high rates.

Article 1 of the law gives the minister author-
ity to confiscate any product in exchange of just
compensation that considers cost and reason-
able profit. The second article says artificial price
hike is not allowed and will be considered as
spreading false news, or hoarding or hiding
quantities of products in order to make profit
outside the nature of supply and demand, adding
that article 14 stipulates that anyone who com-
mits such an act will be punished by a minimum
of three months in jail and a maximum of three
years, as well as a minimum fine of KD 2,000 and
a maximum of KD 10,000.

Article three says some products can be sub-
jected to the pricing system, and decision in this

regard is issued by the commerce minister. The
ministry said it will not hesitate in implementing
the law and fight cheating and manipulation, and
will take legal action to maintain real prices.

Less boats
Meanwhile, head of the fishermen’s union

Thaher Al-Suwayyan said the area of water in
which fishing is permitted does not allow for is-
suing new fishing licenses, especially after re-
ducing the number of boats from 750 to 350. He
said the union wrote to the Public Authority for
Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources in 2017

to allow fishing in Kuwait Bay under its supervi-
sion and according to certain hours or days de-
cided by them, but it was rejected.

Suwayyan said the approved fishermen in the
union are Egyptian and Indian, adding that
Kuwaitis can practice this job if they wish to.
About mullet, he said, “we warned against this
problem since the decision by the agriculture
authority designating places outside Kuwait Bay
to fish for it, but these areas are far away and do
not have mullet, and all requests were rejected”.

Furthermore, Suwayyan said that union mem-
bers met with commerce ministry officials on
Wednesday, noting that the officials expressed
understanding of many issues. “We explained
fishermen did not strike, but we were surprised
by the commerce ministry letter saying they
were on strike and 23 boats were not operating,”
he added.

Fish prices reportedly dropped again yester-
day following strict measures taken by the com-
merce ministry to monitor the implementation of
the new circular, which was done earlier this
week with hopes of preventing ‘manipulation of
prices.’ The circular had been released in re-

sponse to complaints that auctioneers, who are
mostly expatriates, allegedly raise the prices to
increase their profits. The circular stipulates that
expatriates are not allowed to enter fish auctions
unless authorized.

Rumors denied
In the meantime, a source from Kuwait’s

Foreign Ministry denied on Wednesday rumors
that circulated on social networks alleging that
ministry officials held a meeting with Egyptian
Ambassador to Kuwait Tareq Al-Qouni over
fishermen strike. Deputy Foreign Minister for
Consular Affairs Advisor Anas Al-Shaheen said
in a press statement that there is totally no in-
formation or truth on this matter, and no meet-
ing took place with the ambassador or any
meeting regarding the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry’s recent decision on the govern-
ing of sales to fishery. Shaheen also called for
accurate reporting on such issues, and de-
nounced the involvement of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in issues related to the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry in accordance with
the laws and regulations.
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Bedoon defendants
remanded in custody
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: A judge yesterday reprimanded 10 persons accused
of participating in a sit-in organized by bedoons in jail. He also
reprimanded a suspect accused of operating a Twitter account
and using it to insult officials, as well as another suspect accused
of urging the killing of officials from the central agency of illegal
residents. The suspects will return to court on August 25 for a
hearing to discuss the possibility of their release. Meanwhile, a
security source said a decision to suspend issuing article 17
passports for bedoons was made to allow officers to process
more than KD 10,000 piled up applications, adding that appli-
cations for university and medical cases are still being accepted.

In the meantime, the Education Ministry asked educational
zones to stop accepting children and grandchildren of
bedoons “without a valid security ID, and a certificate from
the central agency of illegal residents that states they do not
have any security restrictions, or an indication that they have
another nationality.”

227 Filipinos 
In other news, MP Bader Al-Mulla asked Kuwait Airways

about the appointment of 227 Filipinos in the traffic sector,
and who were brought from their country. Mulla condemned
the move, if true, criticizing officials for hiring employees from
abroad “while Kuwaitis are still waiting for jobs.” Mulla
threatened to grill the concerned minister after the parliamen-
tary break.

Separately, the Public Authority for Civil Information said the
electronic envelop service will be suspended for one week
starting yesterday for renovations. It said this is due to the up-
grade of the system, and it will be restored August 14. The e-
envelope services that will be stopped are for newborn’s civil
IDs, renewal of the civil ID, correcting the name of non-
Kuwaitis, as well as domestic help and family visa services.

Police probe
mosque quarrel
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Police responded to a dis-
pute between several women in a
Salmiya mosque. One woman said she
was attacked verbally and physically
while praying, and also accused other
women of attempting to steal her phone.
Police are investigating.

Kuwait calls for ending
plight of jailed Syrians
NEW YORK: Kuwait has affirmed necessity of releasing prison-
ers in Syria calling on the local parties to cooperate with the UN
envoy Geir Pedersen to try end plight of those languishing behind
iron bars. The Kuwaiti call was made by the State of Kuwait Per-
manent Representative at the UN, Ambassador Mansour Al-
Otaibi, during a Security Council session on the detainees and
missing persons in Syria on Wednesday. Resolving this plight will
constitute a measure for building confidence among the parties as
part of the efforts by the UN envoy for resuming the political
process according to Security Council Resolution 2254 and the
2012 Geneva Declaration, Ambassador Otaibi stated. Nine years
after flare-up of the crisis in Syria, there have been justified in-
quiries about destiny of the detainees and the missing, where ac-
cording to reports by international investigation panels, there are
thousands of detainees and missing people in Syria and their fam-
ilies know nothing about their destiny. Freeing these detainees has
been stipulated in SC resolutions namely Resolutions 2254, 2401
and 2449, he said, noting that a breakthrough in this respect would

back up the political process. 
Ambassador Otaibi renewed support for the UN envoy mission,

calling for speedy efforts to free the largest number possible of
those held in the cells. “We have celebrated this year the 70th an-
niversary of adopting the 1949 four Geneva conventions and ad-
ditional protocols as well as the 20th anniversary of endorsing the
first resolution by the Security Council calling for protection of
civilians in armed struggles,” Otaibi said. He called for adherence,
literally and morally, to these resolutions and conventions, namely
those addressing the question of prisoners. He stressed on the ne-
cessity of calling on the Syrian authorities and all parties of the
struggle to stop instantly all inhuman practices happening inside
the prisons and detention centers, in violation of international and
humanitarian laws. The veteran Kuwaiti diplomat called for rapid
freeing of imprisoned women, children, sick people, elderly and
those with special needs and allow their families to determine their
destiny and whereabouts. The prisoners in Syria need medical
care, food, water and other basic materials. 

Ambassador Otaibi urged the Syrian authorities reveal num-
ber of the deceased, information about burial places and hand
over their remains to their families, in line with international
laws. He re-affirmed that officials responsible for the heinous
crimes and war crimes must be brought to account. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry’s Acting Undersecretary Lt Gen Sheikh Faisal Al-Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
accompanied by other senior ministry officials, toured Kuwait International Airport yesterday to inspect
preparations to facilitate pilgrims’ travel to Saudi Arabia to perform hajj. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun


