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N Korea says missile launches are 
warning to US, S Korea over drill 

SEOUL: North Korean leader Kim Jong Un said his
country’s latest launch of tactical guided missiles was a
warning to the United States and South Korea over
their joint military drills that began this week, state
media KCNA reported yesterday. Tuesday’s missile
launch, the North’s fourth in less than two weeks, came
amid stalled denuclearization talks with Washington and
US-South Korea military exercises, although
Washington and Seoul played down the tests.

Kim said the latest missile test was “an occasion to
send an adequate warning to the joint military drill now
underway by the US and South Korean authorities”,
according to KCNA. The “new-type tactical guided
missiles”, launched from the western area of North
Korea, flew across the peninsula over the capital and
the central inland region to “precisely hit the targeted
islet” in the sea off the North’s east coast, KCNA said.
Its report confirmed the South Korean military’s analy-
sis of their trajectories on Tuesday.

The launches “clearly verified the reliability, securi-
ty and actual war capacity” of the weapon, KCNA
said, echoing analysts who said the launches showed
North Korea’s confidence in its missile technology.
The United States and South Korea kicked off their
largely computer-simulated Dong Maeng - or
“alliance” - exercises this week as an alternative to
previous large-scale annual drills that were halted to
expedite denuclearization talks. North Korea decries

such exercises as a rehearsal for war aimed at top-
pling its leadership. US Defense Secretary Mark
Esper, on his first tour of Asia, said during a meeting
with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in Tokyo
that North Korea remained of great concern. Esper
said on Tuesday the United States won’t overreact to
the missile tests. Lee Sang-min, a spokesman for
South Korea’s Unification Ministry that handles inter-
Korean ties, urged the North to stop the tests and
explore confidence-building measures such as
returning to a joint military committee. 

Leif-Eric Easley, who teaches international security
at Ewha University in Seoul, said South Korea and the
United States had reduced and refocused their joint
military exercises to allow space for diplomacy with
North Korea. “But Pyongyang shows no appreciation
for this, keeping its own exercise schedule unchanged,
conducting provocative weapons tests, and dialling up
its rhetoric,” he said.

Denuclearisation talks are yet to resume after being
stalled since a second summit between US President
Donald Trump and Kim broke down in February. The
two leaders agreed to revive them during their
impromptu meeting at the Demilitarized Zone between
the two Koreas in June. US national security adviser
John Bolton highlighted on Tuesday Kim’s pledge to
Trump not to resume tests of intercontinental-range
missiles that threaten the United States. — Reuters

JOHANNESBURG: When the alarm sounds at an
orphanage in the Berea district of Johannesburg, all
eyes turn to a video surveillance screen in the living
room. The screen is linked to a camera inside a metal
box, built into the perimeter wall of the orphanage gar-
den. Today, it is a false alarm, but the night before, at
about 8:30 pm, the alarm sounded and an abandoned
baby was collected from the box. “It was a boy, five
months old and healthy,” said Francinah Phago, the
manager of the children’s home run by the Door of
Hope charity.

During her 15 years at the orphanage, Phago has
seen scores of babies left in the simple metal box,
which has one door opening onto the street and anoth-
er door opening into the garden. It was installed in
1999 to provide a last resort for desperate parents
forced to give up their infants. About 3,000 children
are abandoned each year in South Africa, according to
estimates by the National Adoption Coalition.

But according to some activists, the total number of
abandoned children could be as high as 10,000 each
year. Many are abandoned in the street in the first
weeks of their life and die of neglect. “Baby F” - the
latest arrival - is the 216th to join Door of Hope
through the two “hole-in-the-wall” boxes provided at
its Berea house. He is one of the lucky ones, Phago
said, during a brief moment of quiet while 17 infants in
the house were napping.

‘Not protecting young women’ 
“There are lots of babies abandoned on the street,

on the side of the road, in parks or in toilets,” she said,
adding that police recently arrived with a baby picked
up in the street by a passer-by. Dee Blackie, founder of
the National Adoption Coalition, took up the cause
after seeing a photo in a newspaper of a newborn baby
left for dead in a landfill in Soweto township. “It’s
important to remember that women who abandon
babies have often been abandoned themselves - by the
father, by their family, and communities and society as
a whole,” she said. “We’re not protecting young
women in this country.”

According to Blackie’s research, almost half of all
pregnancies that lead to abandonment are the result of
rape. Many of the mothers are minors or immigrants,
and are often aware of their condition only after the
legal deadline for an abortion, which is set at 20 weeks
in South Africa. In a country where almost half of the
population lives below the poverty line, mothers using
the baby box “are in a desperate situation and making
desperate decisions,” Blackie said.

‘You let go of your traditions’ 
At Door of Hope, mothers sometimes prefer to leave

their children directly with staff. “Most of the time, they
cry,” Phago said. “They love their child and do not want
to leave it, but because of their situation, they decide to
have it adopted.” Adoption “is a taboo in our black
community,” said grandmother Thuli Mahlangu, wring-
ing her hands. Four years ago, her only daughter - then
21 - became pregnant by accident. “It would be unfair
to bring another person into the way we live,”
Mahlangu said. “We survive, we do not live.”

After long weeks of reflection, Mahlangu and her
daughter made the painful decision to have the baby
adopted - without discussing it with most of their
loved ones. “They consider that adoption is like throw-
ing your baby away,” she said, tears streaming down
her cheeks. “Our first thought was ‘we are going to be
judged’.” But the two women stuck to their decision.
“You let go of your beliefs and your traditions, and go
for what seems right to you,” she said. Two years later,
her daughter again became pregnant and that child
also was put up for adoption.

Adoption agencies and children’s rights groups
have been worried about a drop in the number of
adoptions in the country: just 1,186 children were
adopted in 2018, a quarter of the number eight years
ago. Activists attribute the fall to a 2010 Children’s Act,
which introduced more stringent conditions in a bid to
prevent child abuse and trafficking. The figures are
likely to drop further under a proposal to ban adoption
fees, which could push many private agencies to close.
“This legal amendment will essentially close down all
international adoptions, and all private adoptions,”
Blackie said. — AFP

Baby box opens 
lid on S Africa’s 
adoption crisis

Latest launch - the fourth in less than two weeks

Oh rats! Store 
apologizes 
after viral 
rodent video
TOKYO: Japanese convenience store
chain FamilyMart apologized after video
went viral on social media of rats scurry-
ing about one of its stores in Tokyo’s
popular Shibuya district, prompting it to
close the outlet until further notice. Video
clips posted on YouTube and Twitter
appeared to show at least six of the long-
tailed rodents, with some descending
from refrigerated display racks stocked
with “onigiri” rice balls and bento meals
before scampering down an aisle. Reuters
was unable to independently verify the
authenticity of the video. Public broad-
caster NHK said it had been viewed more
than 5 million times.

“We deeply apologize for making you
feel uncomfortable and uneasy,”
FamilyMart said in a statement on its
website about an “unsanitary” rat video
taken at one of its stores. The store is
located in Shibuya, a company
spokesman said. “We take this case seri-
ously,” the company statement said, not-
ing that it had suspended business at the
outlet since Monday while it investigates
the cause. FamilyMart will take disinfec-
tion and prevention measures and decide
whether to reopen the store taking into
consideration the surrounding environ-
ment, it said. — Reuters

Armed soldiers patrol 
silent streets after 
Kashmir curfew
SRINAGAR: Armed soldiers stand in front of coils of
barbed wire in Indian Kashmir’s summer capital of
Srinagar as a massive security lockdown imposed on the
restive region by the Hindu nationalist government takes
hold. An eerie silence hangs over the city, punctuated by
sporadic bursts of gunfire and the rumbling of armoured
vehicles moving through near-empty streets. New Delhi
stripped the Himalayan region of its seven-decade-long
semi-autonomous status Monday through a contentious
presidential decree, just hours after it imposed a crippling
curfew on the valley.

Home to more than one million people, Srinagar now
appears a ghost-town: armed soldiers on street corners
and in front of barbed-wire barricades are among the few
people to be seen. Locals and even security personnel fear
that once the curfew lifts, unrest will break out as protest-
ers vent their anger and frustration at the national govern-
ment’s action. “You can’t hold a state under curfew forev-
er,” Iltija Javed, daughter of detained former chief minister
Mehbooba Mufti, told AFP from Srinagar. “I’m sure people
in the valley are not going to take this lying down.”

An armed rebellion against Indian rule has raged in the
valley since 1989, claiming more than 70,000 lives, mostly
civilians. Long a semi-autonomous state where only local
residents could buy land or take government jobs,
Kashmir’s new status is as a territory directly ruled by New
Delhi. With phone and internet services still cut and move-
ment around Kashmir restricted, it is difficult to gauge how
residents feel about their loss of autonomy - if they know at
all. But those that AFP spoke to were fearful about what
will happen next. “Not even in my wildest dreams had I
thought India would ever do this to us. I have lost every
hope in the Indian democracy and there’s a sense of hate
for them now,” said Srinagar local Shahnawaz Hussain.
Sporadic protests have taken place, and one youth chased
by police jumped into a river and died. At least six people
were admitted to a Srinagar hospital with gunshot wounds
and other injuries, a source at the facility told AFP.

More than 100 arrested 
Authorities continue to insist the region is peaceful,

although media reports said more than 100 people
including political leaders and activists have been
arrested for being a threat to the peace. There is already
hostility towards scores of migrant laborers lugging
heavy bags as they look for transport out of the territo-
ry. “Go back from here, this is our land,” voices shout
from a nearby building.

“We know Kashmir is seething, it will explode into vio-
lence but we don’t know when,” a security official told AFP
on condition of anonymity. “I don’t know how the lock-
down can be lifted without an explosion of protests.” He
told AFP the satellite phones issued to around 300 admin-
istration and police officers were barely working, adding:
“It’s as if some invisible natural calamity has hit us.”
Meanwhile, soldiers man checkpoints about every 100
meters on main roads and only people in essential jobs are
allowed to leave their homes.

Large coils of razor wire cut off neighborhoods as
thousands of paramilitary troops patrol the streets.
Within neighborhoods, some residents walk along small
lanes while young children ride on scooters to rid them-
selves of boredom. Most shops are closed and residents
said no fresh produce is arriving. Pigeons and stray dogs
in the scenic squares are untroubled by tourists, who fled
in droves over the weekend after authorities ordered
them to leave.

An oft-repeated sentiment expressed by locals to AFP
is they have lost their identity. “We are doomed, we have
lost our identity today... We never felt like Indian citizens
but now ‘officially’ this is India,” Srinagar resident
Mohammed Asif, 28, said. For university student Adil
Ahmad, from central Kashmir’s Budgam district, the devel-
opment is nothing short of a “calamity”. “There’s no hope
for the future. May God help us,” he said. — AFP 

UNDISCLOSED: Photo shows launch of two new-type tactical guided missiles during its demonstration fire at
undisclosed western part location of the country. — AFP 

KASHMIR: Security personnel stand guard next to closed shops in Jammu yesterday. — AFP 

Veteran Indian 
politician Swaraj 
passes away
NEW DELHI: Veteran Indian politician Sushma Swaraj,
who most recently served as minister of external affairs,
passed away on Tuesday, following a cardiac arrest. Swaraj,
67, a senior leader of the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), had opted out of contesting elections earlier this year
citing health reasons.

“A glorious chapter in Indian politics comes to an end,”

tweeted Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi. “India
grieves the demise of a remarkable leader who devoted her
life to public service and bettering lives of the poor.” A for-
mer Supreme Court lawyer, Swaraj was the senior most
woman in Modi’s cabinet in his first term, which ended in
May. Swaraj was an active social media user, who often
responded on Twitter and intervened to help people seek-
ing assistance.

She was also known as a fiery politician and nationalist.
In 2017, she threatened to rescind the visas of all foreign
executives of Amazon.com, if the e-commerce giant did not
immediately take down doormats resembling the Indian flag
from its Canadian portal. President Ram Nath Kovind said
India had “lost a much loved leader who epitomized dignity,
courage & integrity in public life.” The opposition Congress
party said it was “saddened”. — Reuters

SILIGURI: Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) workers pay tribute to India’s former foreign minister Sushma Swaraj in
Siliguri yesterday.  — AFP 


